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COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
 

BETWEEN  
THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS 

AND 
THE CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES 

 



THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE CONGRESS OF 
LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, 
 
 
Having regard to Article 303 of the Treaty establishing the European Community, 
 
Having regard to the Statutory Resolution CM/Res(2007)6 of the Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe relating to the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, 
 
Having regard to the respective decisions of 8 March 1996 and 1 July 1996 of the Bureaux of the 
Committee of the Regions and the Congress to establish a Contact Group between the Committee of 
the Regions and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe (hereafter 
"the Contact Group"), 
 
Having regard to the report by Mr Jean-Claude Juncker "Council of Europe – European Union: a sole 
ambition for the European continent" of 11 April 2006,  
 
Having regard to the Memorandum of Understanding between the European Union and the Council 
of Europe signed on 23 May 2007, providing thus a new framework for enhanced cooperation and 
political dialogue between the two organisations,  
 
 
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 

I. Objectives 
 

1. The main objective of this cooperation is to support reciprocally the efforts undertaken by both 
institutions in advancing local and regional democracy, devolution and self-governance in Europe, 
to guarantee the respect of established local and regional competences by national and European 
authorities and to jointly promote and reinforce the ideal of good, multilevel governance in Europe 
and beyond. By combining their forces, the two institutions shall strengthen the complementarity 
of their activities in the interest of regional and local authorities in Europe and increase political 
steering between both institutions' activities within their respective institutional frameworks. 

 
2. The Committee of the Regions and the Congress seek to reinforce their political cooperation, 

taking as a pivotal point the "Memorandum of Understanding between the EU and the Council of 
Europe" which invites both institutions to further increase their cooperation. 

 
3. In all common activities due prominence shall be given to the joint character of these activities and 

to each partner's even visibility. In this respect, the Committee of the Regions and the Congress 
should envisage, where appropriate and in matters on which the two institutions co-operate closely 



and share the same position, to outline the Committee of the Regions’ or the Congress’ opinion in 
their respective texts to be adopted. 

 
4. CoR and Congress endeavour to complement each other in real partnership without encroaching 

on each other's competences, and while respecting each others nature. Therefore the decision on 
which institution is taking the lead role within joint projects will be based on the specific remits 
and experiences of both parties. 

 
II. Methods of cooperation 

 
1. The relations between the two institutions will be organised within the following framework: 
 

− annual meetings between the Presidents assisted by the Secretaries General, giving policy 
orientation and defining thematic and political priorities for cooperation;  

− the Contact Group translating this policy orientation into a work programme; 

− implementing bodies such as the CoR and Congress commissions, committees and 
working groups. 

 
2. The Contact Group is composed of six members of each institution and meets at least twice a year. 

Other members of the Committee of the Regions and of the Congress can be associated with the 
Contact Group meetings as observers. The Presidents of the Congress and the Committee of the 
Regions have the right to participate actively in the Contact Group activities when they consider it 
necessary. The nomination of Contact Group members will endeavour to ensure a political balance 
with a view to facilitate cooperation and create synergies also with regard to both institutions 
Bureaus and political groups. 

 
3. The presidency of the Contact Group rotates every two years between the two institutions. The 

Contact Group elects a chairman and a vice-chairman to ensure a representation of each institution. 
The chairman and the vice-chairman establish jointly the draft agenda for the meetings. The 
institution holding the presidency provides the secretariat of the Contact Group. 

 
III. Common priorities and activities 

 
1.  On the basis of the thematic and political priorities for cooperation established by the Presidents, 

the Contact Group defines annually the common activities. More specific activities can be added 
by the Contact Group to meet new needs or take account of changes in circumstances.  

 
2. The Contact Group cannot make binding decisions on behalf of both institutions. 

 
3. The Presidents, the chairpersons, rapporteurs and secretariats of the respective commissions and 

committees exchange views and information on the basis of political priorities and their respective 
work programmes. 

 



4. The Presidents and Secretaries General of both institutions instruct their respective Secretariats to 
provide the administrative support and follow-up of these exchanges and make sure that common 
activities are carried out in an appropriate way. 

 
IV. Financial provisions 

 
The present agreement does not imply financial engagements other than the ones taken respectively 
by the two institutions according to their internal rules. 
 

V. Evaluation of the cooperation and revision of the cooperation agreement 
 

1. The Presidents and the Contact Group evaluate regularly the development of the cooperation 
between the two institutions and give an evaluation report to their respective Bureaux every second 
year. 

 
2. The present cooperation agreement can be revised by mutual agreement at the initiative of one of 

the two institutions.  
 
Brussels,  
 

The President 
of the 

Committee of the Regions 
 
 
 
 

The President a.i. 
of the 

Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 
of the Council of Europe 

Luc Van den Brande Ian Micallef 
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