








European Committee of the Regions – World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

JOINT ACTION PLAN 2019-2020  
 

The overall objective of the development of the Action Plan is to strengthen the implementation and coordination of research-

based health policy and practice at the local level in Europe. This is in line with the goals and targets set out by the third EU 

Health Programme (2014-2020) and the WHO Health 2020: the European policy for health and well-being, as well as the 

European Committee of the Regions and its Commission for Natural Resources (NAT) annual work programmes. In order to do so, 

the European Committee of the Regions (CoR) and World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe (WHO/Europe) agree to 

extend standing invitations to each other for participation in the annual WHO Regional Committee Meetings and the Commission 

for Natural Resources meetings, and to jointly promote their respective work. 

Focal Areas of 
Cooperation 

Activities 
Tentative 

dates 
Means/Tools Organisation 

Determinants of 
health 

CoR participation in WHO/Europe 
Regional Committee 

(Copenhagen, Denmark) 

16-19 
September 

2019 
conference WHO/Europe 

CoR participation in WHO/Europe 
Regional Committee 

(Tel Aviv, Israel) 

14-17 
September 

2020 
conference WHO/Europe 

Solidarity in health – ten years on Summer 2019 
Joint letter to the new 

Commissioner for health 
CoR and 

WHO/Europe 

Healthy and 
active lifestyle 

WHO/Europe participation in the 
European Week of Regions and Cities 

(EWRC) 2019 
October 2019 

WHO/Europe – CoR joint 
event 

CoR and 
WHO/Europe 

WHO/Europe participation in the 
European Week of Regions and Cities 

(EWRC) 2020 
October 2020 

WHO/Europe – CoR joint 
event 

CoR and 
WHO/Europe 



Focal Areas of 
Cooperation 

Activities 
Tentative 

dates 
Means/Tools Organisation 

Joint meeting and communication 
activity concerning 2020 World Health 

Day 
07 April 2020 meeting 

CoR and 
WHO/Europe 

WHO involvement in the CoR NAT 
work on healthy and sustainable diets 

and food public procurement 
2019 

Good practice presentation 
and workshop (possibly 

within the NAT commission 
meeting) 

CoR 

Discussion with members of the CoR 
and relevant WHO team on concrete 

actions during a visit to the WHO 
Regional Office 

Spring 2020 on-site workshop WHO/Europe 

Multi-sectoral and                              
life-course 
approach 

WHO involvement in the CoR work on 
digitalisation in health 2019 

2019 Meeting with the Rapporteur CoR 

WHO participation in the NAT 
legislative works on Healthy ageing in 

the EU 

 

March-
October 2019 

Meeting with the Rapporteur 
/ policy debate 

CoR 

Public health 
responses to 

major 
communicable 

and 
noncommunicable 

diseases and 
immunisation 

Exchange of regional success stories 
and best practice examples 

2019-2020 information exchange 
CoR and 

WHO/Europe 

WHO involvement in the CoR work on 
alcohol harm prevention 

05 July 2019, 
Sweden 

Policy debate (possibly 
within the NAT commission 

meeting) 
CoR 

Health and 
environment 

CoR participation in the WHO 
European Health and Environment 

upcoming conferences 
 

conference/ 

expert meeting(s) 
WHO/Europe 



Focal Areas of 
Cooperation 

Activities 
Tentative 

dates 
Means/Tools Organisation 

WHO-CoR joint conference in 
collaboration with Euroregio Meuse-

Rhine  

26-28 June 
2019 

conference WHO and CoR 

WHO involvement in the CoR 
legislative works on endocrine 

disruptors 

January-June 
2019 

Meeting with the Rapporteur 
/ policy debate 

CoR 

CoR participation in the WHO 
European Healthy Cities Network: 
Mayors’ Summit (2019 and 2020) 

2020 conference WHO/Europe 

CoR participation in the WHO Regions 
for Health Network Annual Meeting 

(2020) 
2020 conference WHO/Europe 

Addressing health 
inequalities 

within the Health 
2020 policy 
framework 

WHO participation in the CoR policy 
debate on Health inequalities 2020: 

stock taking 
Spring 2020 

Policy debate (possibly 
within the NAT commission 

meeting) 
CoR 

WHO/Europe participation in the 
works of the CoR Interregional Group 

on Health and Wellbeing 
2019-2020 

Intergroup meetings at the 
margins of plenary sessions 

CoR 

Health threats 
and health 

emergencies 

WHO/Europe participation in 
activities relating to the EU Urban 

Agenda 

 to be defined CoR 

Universal health 
coverage and 

integrated person-
centred health 

Debate on Global Action Plan for 
Healthy Lives and Well-Being for All 

(SDG3) 
 

Initiative presentation and 
debate 

WHO/Europe - CoR 



Focal Areas of 
Cooperation 

Activities 
Tentative 

dates 
Means/Tools Organisation 

services 
Discussion with members of the CoR 
and relevant WHO team on concrete 

actions during a visit to the WHO 
Regional Office 

Spring 2020 on-site workshop WHO/Europe 

 


