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Introduction

According to article 55 of the Rules of procedure the Secretary General submits at least once a year to the Plenary Assembly a report on the impact of Committee opinions on the basis of contributions sent to it to this effect by each competent commission and information collected from the institutions concerned. 

While this report focuses on the effective political impact of opinions in the legislative process the annual activity report presented to the Bureau summarises other activities of the CoR helping to increase the CoR's visibility and the promotion of its opinions. Together with the annual activity report the impact report will form the basis for a more communication oriented brochure on "CoR success stories" to be published later this year. The brochure will present the recent concrete results the CoR obtained for local and regional authorities through its participation in the EU legislative process. 

The 6 commissions discussed the impact of their opinions and resolutions adopted in 2010 (see also Annex I)
 in their first meetings in 2011. Based on this discussion the present report summarizes the CoR's most relevant impact in the major fields of its political activity. 

As the impact of many opinions can only be measured in the years following their adoption when the legislative process has sufficiently advanced, some commissions also included opinions (in total 9) adopted in previous years. The own-initiative opinion on the revision of the EGTC regulation adopted in January 2011 was added by the relevant commission as it started to have impact already during its elaboration in 2010.

The impact report 2010 is the first under the new Treaty and the first during the new mandate of the European Parliament and the European Commission. The latter took office on 10 February 2010. Thus 2010 has been a shorter legislative year. Due to the institutional renewal more legislative initiatives than usual were launched later in the year so that the legislative process for some of these proposals is still ongoing. The CoR's legislative impact on these files will have to be measured for the year 2011.

To establish this impact report the following resources have been used. 

1.
Reports from the European Commission on the Commission's follow-up to Committee of the Regions' opinions
Some months after adoption of the opinions, the European Commission publishes a report on the follow-up it gives to CoR opinions. Two or three of these reports are sent to the Committee every year. In 2010, the European Commission sent three reports. These reports are published on the Committees website under "Opinions and documents". 
2.
CoR impact sheets

On each opinion mentioned in this report the secretariat general established a so-called "CoR impact assessment sheet" which is sent to the rapporteur and the president of the competent commission. The sheets summarize the political impact of the opinions in documents of the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council. They make also reference to activities linked to the opinion which helped to promote the objectives of the opinion (conferences, seminars, inter-institutional meetings etc.). The sheets are published on the CoR website under "opinions and publications".

3.
Media impact analysis and opinion related events
The CoR press office ensures and monitors the media impact of the CoR opinions. The most important opinions are covered by a press release which is disseminated to the Brussels media in order to enhance the visibility of the CoR main requests formulated in the opinion. At the same time and in close cooperation with the rapporteur (and his/her services) most opinions are also publicised by a press release sent out to local and regional media in the region of the rapporteur. 

In 2010 better targeted press work and more comprehensive monitoring led to a substantial increase in documented media coverage. The number of pages of the annual CoR press book can serve as a guide, rising from 2 675 pages in 2009 to 5 129 pages in 2010. The press book can be accessed on the CoR homepage (members' portal). In 2010, the CoR press office issued 88 press releases related to CoR opinions, 179 reports in the news section  of the CoR website (667 including the territorial "country based" web pages of the website (Europe in my region) which present the activities of members for the public of their member state) and invited 383 local and regional journalists to CoR meetings.

In 2010 approximately 150 events organised by the CoR contributed to enhance the impact of the CoR opinions and resolutions in the EU legislative process. These events include the seminars and conferences organised by the commissions, 26 stakeholder consultations asked for by the rapporteurs and other meetings or conferences at the CoR headquarters in which members and rapporteurs took an active role to present the CoR positions..

Outlook 

The follow up of opinions and resolutions and the increase of political impact is at the heart of the ongoing organisational reform of the Committee's secretariat general. A new unit focusing on the follow-up of opinions in the European Parliament has been established, strategic planning and networking have been reinforced and will be dealt with by an own directorate. A specific task force under the lead of the Secretary general's cabinet will coordinate the activities in this field and report back to the Secretary general in view of the establishment of the annual impact report. 

For every opinion adopted in 2011 the secretariat general will establish a continuously updated impact sheet summarizing the activities assuring the effective follow-up of the opinion in the legislative process. This will include the information which rapporteurs will make available to the commission chairs on their follow-up activities once their opinion has been adopted by the Plenary session and information on the regular discussions held during commission meetings on the follow up given to opinions and resolutions.
Impact analysis of CoR opinions in major fields of political activity

1. Multi-level governance and empowerment of citizens

1.1 Multilevel governance

Based on the achievements of the Lisbon Treaty
 which entered into force on 1 December 2009 the CoR continued to exercise its influence to increase the use of multi-level governance in European policy making. The adoption of the CoR's "White paper on Multilevel Governance" (CdR 89/2009) drafted by rapporteurs Luc Van den Brande (BE/EPP) and Michel Delebarre (FR/PES) and the following consultation have further prompted a debate on European governance in several key sectors from the crucial discussion on economic governance to the governance of future cohesion policy and agricultural policy, and also the governance of the EU2020 Strategy and its "flagship initiatives".

In 2010 multilevel governance as propelled by the CoR for several years has finally been recognized as necessary by all European institutions and has become a leading principle for European policy making. President Barroso stated at the 5th Cohesion Forum on 31 January 2011: "This is indeed a matter of multi-level governance. Europe is not just about Brussels. Europe is at all levels. It is something we can never repeat too often: the regions do have an essential role to play in the success of Europe 2020."

Many concrete proposals on multilevel governance in CoR opinions issued in 2010 have been taken up by the European legislators or are still under consideration in the legislative process. In particular the Europe 2020 Strategy and the Commission's Fifth Report on economic, social and territorial cohesion show that multi-level governance has become a leading principle of European policies. The major EU institutions also hailed the important role the CoR plays in promoting multilevel governance.

	· The idea of multi-level governance and the CoR's role in the process were set out in the report "Project Europe 2030" drawn up by the Reflection Group on the Future of Europe established by the European Council




	· For the first time the Council devoted an informal meeting
 to this subject. In the discussion the participants often referred to the CoR's white paper and the its various policy proposals. In the conclusions the CoR was asked to facilitate the political assessment of the progress of multilevel governance.

· On 29 June 2010, the presidents of the CoR and the European Commission confirmed the institutional commitment to the goal of multilevel governance foreseeing the adoption of an action plan (See common press release of Mr Barroso and Ms Bresso)
.

· The European Parliament, through its Constitutional Affairs Committee and its Regional Development Committee, welcomed the CoR's white paper. The European Parliament's "Resolution on good governance with regards to EU regional policy: procedures of assistance and control by the European Commission" (Report Mănescu)
 adopted on 14 December 2010 refers to the CoR White paper and takes up many of the CoR's demands.

· One of the CoR's rapporteurs on the White paper on Multi-level governance, Luc Van den Brande, was appointed Special Adviser in charge of multilevel governance to Johannes Hahn, EU Commissioner for Regional Policy.




1.2 European Citizens' Initiative
The Lisbon Treaty increased the means of direct democratic participation of citizens within the European Union by establishing the European Citizens' Initiative (articles 11 TEU and 24 TFEU). In its opinion on the European Commission's legislative proposal on the European Citizens' Initiative (CdR 167/2010) drafted by rapporteur Ms Sonia Masini (IT/PES) the CoR suggested simpler and less bureaucratic procedures for the initiative. The rapporteur and the CIVEX chair multiplied inter-institutional contacts to have an impact on the final version of the legislative act.

In their agreement reached on 15 December 2010 the European Parliament and the Council took up a number of the suggestions of the CoR opinion. 

	· The threshold of participating citizens of at least one third of the EU Member States to launch an initiative (initially suggested by the European Commission) was lowered to one quarter of Member states as suggested by the CoR.

· Furthermore, following CoR requests were included in the legislative act
:

· the examination of an initiative's admissibility upon registration by the European Commission;

· the necessity for a formal response from the European Commission to the organizers;

· the mention of remedies in case of no action from the European Commission and 

· the need for the organizer of a European Citizen's Initiative to produce a list of  expenses and sources of funding.




1.3 EU Strategy for Youth – Investing and Empowering

The investment in Europe's youth is one of the key priorities and responsibilities of local and regional authorities all over Europe. By its opinion on A renewed European strategy 'Investing in Youth' (CdR 97/2009 fin) drafted by rapporteur Anton Rombouts (NL/EPP) the CoR raised the European Commission's awareness of the wide-ranging scope of local and regional responsibilities in this field. 

The concrete inter-institutional impact of the opinion is that 

	· the Spanish EU Presidency and the European Commission organised a workshop on EU youth policy during the Committee of the Regions' Open Days 2010 which concentrated on the role of regions and local authorities in this policy field;

· the European Commission assured to ensure a strong regional dimension in the organisation of the European Youth Week 2011 and to seek a partnership with the  Committee of the Regions in the organisation of this flagship event for EU youth policies and programmes.

· several CoR rapporteurs were invited as jury members in competitions and programmes related to EU youth policy.



2. Regional Policy

2.1 Reform of cohesion policy

The reform of EU regional policy after 2013 was one of the key priorities for the CoR in 2010. With its "Outlook opinion on the Future of Cohesion Policy" (CdR 210/2009 drafted by rapporteur Michael Schneider (DE/EPP) the Committee was the first European institution to issue a position on this policy area, thereby leading the institutional debate. The political impact of the CoR in this field was considerable. The rapporteur presented the opinion both to the responsible Commissioner and to the High Level Group of Member States on Cohesion Policy and was invited to the European Parliament's Regional Development Committee.

The outlook opinion includes recommendations on the future focus and architecture of cohesion policy which were largely followed by the European Commission in its 5th report on economic, social and territorial cohesion published on 9 November 2010
 and by the European Parliament in its resolution on the future of cohesion policy from October 2010
 

In its report on the follow-up given to the opinion the European Commission congratulates the Committee of the Regions for its "excellent opinion". The main political achievements of the CoR opinion so far are as follows:
	· Cohesion policy will be a policy which continues to support the development of ALL regions, with the major share of resources going to the least developed regions.
· The CoR opinion called for continuous support for "transition regions". The European Commission has recognized the necessity to introduce a new funding category for "intermediate" regions.. At their meeting on 23 November 2010 the Ministers in charge of cohesion policy agreed in their conclusions that regional specificities must be taken into account and that a flexible approach for Member States and their regions has to be found.
· The CoR has been invited by Commissioner Johannes Hahn to participate in the working party establishing the objectives and modalities regarding the conditionality of funds available through EU cohesion policy.
· Territorial cooperation will continue to be an important element of future cohesion policy.




2.2 European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC)

In 2010 the CoR, which invented the idea of a European Grouping on Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) in an own-initiative opinion in 2002
, has taken stock of the first four years since the adoption of the EU's EGTC regulation in 2006. During these 4 years 17 EGTCs have been established. More than 20 are under preparation.
The political conclusions of these activities were formulated in the own-initiative opinion on "New perspectives for the revision of the EGTC regulation" (CdR 100/2010) drafted by rapporteur Alberto Núñez Feijóo (ES/EPP). The opinion comes as the last of a series of CoR opinions which led to the creation, implementation and the further development of the EGTC. By this opinion the CoR, has confirmed its continued political leadership in facilitating cooperation between European regions. 

The impact of this opinion adopted in January 2011 will develop over the year but has already started to show during its preparation in 2010.

	· The European Parliament, in its "Resolution on good governance with regards to EU regional policy: procedures of assistance and control by the European Commission" (Report Mănescu)
 of 14 December 2010 congratulates the Committee of the Regions on the quality of its work on the EGTCs.
· The European Commission has invited the CoR to participate in the inter-service group preparing the revision of the EGTC regulation.



2.3 Macroregional strategy for the Baltic Sea region

In 2010 the CoR has pointed out the lack of local and regional involvement in macro-regional strategies developed by the European Commission. The Committee's opinion on a "European Union strategy for the Baltic sea region" (CdR 255/2009) presented by rapporteur Pauliina Haijanen (FI/EPP) strongly underlined this item which was taken up by the European Commission during the Annual Forum on the Baltic Sea strategy. The rapporteur presented the opinion in the European Parliament's Regional Development Committee.

The concrete impact of this CoR opinion is that:
	· the European Commission has invited the CoR to become a member of the High Level group on the Baltic Sea strategy ;

· the importance of a multi-level governance approach has been enshrined in the European Commission's report on a macroregional strategy for the Baltic Sea region as a key element for the implementation of the EU strategy ;

· the Commission has accepted regions and local authorities as leaders for flagship projects of the Baltic sea strategy.



2.4 Urban mobility

The issue of a European action plan on urban mobility in Europe was on the CoR agenda since 2007, when the European Commission published a Green paper on this matter. The CoR decided to nominate Sir Albert Bore (UK/PES) as rapporteur of the three opinions on urban mobility issued in the last years. After a sound internal debate the Committee decided to support the European Parliament in its demand for European action on urban mobility. The last opinion on the "Action Plan on Urban Mobility" (CdR 256/2009) was adopted in April 2010.

The Commission has given a positive follow up to a number of recommendations in these opinions which made especially an impact on the 5th report on cohesion policy and in the Europe 2020 Strategy.

	· The CoR's position made it easier for the Commission to secure acceptance of the fact that action on urban mobility at European level does not undermine the fundamental legitimacy of locally-elected representatives to manage urban issues, i.e. without damaging the principle of subsidiarity.

· The urban dimension of cohesion policy after 2013 has been considerably strengthened (also within the European Commission's 5th Cohesion report), making it possible to increase EU funding for integrated urban development strategies, including urban mobility plans.

· A Common Strategic Framework, bringing together all EU financial actions available for developing urban mobility has been drafted.

· Sustainable development has become a main objective of the Europe 2020 Strategy, on which the bulk of Structural Funds will focus after 2013.




3. Europe 2020 Strategy 

Having in mind the negative experience with the Lisbon strategy over the last decade the CoR put 2010 all its efforts in ensuring that Europe's follow up strategy to the Lisbon agenda, the Europe 2020 strategy, learns from the past. The CoR was present in the different institutional stages of the establishment of the new Europe 2020 strategy in adopting three key opinions and resolutions. The rapporteurs and the President of the CoR multiplied their contacts with the European Parliament, the Commission and the Council to give the opinions a political follow-up and to achieve political impact. 

Already in December 2009 the CoR adopted its opinion on "The Future of the Lisbon Strategy Post 2010" (CdR 25/2009) elaborated by rapporteur Christine Chapman (UK/PES). On 10 June 2010 the CoR voted a resolution on "Stronger involvement of local and regional authorities in the Europe 2020 Strategy" (CdR199/2010 fin). Finally and at the request of the Belgian presidency of the Council of the EU the CoR issued on 5 October 2010 an opinion on the "Contribution of cohesion policy to the Europe 2020 Strategy" (CdR 223/2010 fin), prepared by Michael Schneider (DE/EPP)
.
The political impact of these opinions and the resolution has been manifold.

	· As already stated under chapter 1.1) Multilevel governance and empowerment of citizens the CoR succeeded via these opinions and resolutions to establish a common understanding of all EU institutions as regards the necessity to insert a strong multi-level governance approach in the Europe 2020 Strategy. President Barroso confirmed this conviction at the 5th Cohesion Forum in January 2011 as did the European Parliament in its resolution on "Good governance with regard to EU regional policy" adopted on 14 December 2010.

· The CoR's suggestion to apply a broader range of indicators and targets for development going beyond purely economic indicators such as GDP and covering aspects like social policy and sustainability has been integrated in the Europe 2020 Strategy.

· The argument of the CoR that European regional policy must be a key tool for the implementation of the Europe 2020 strategy has been accepted by the Commission, the Council and the Parliament. This impact was politically underlined by the Council's request to the CoR to draw up an opinion on this issue ("The contribution of cohesion policy to the Europe 2020 Strategy") which was the major input for the informal ministerial meeting of the Ministers in charge of cohesion policy on 23/22 November 2010. The European Commission took the same line in its 5th cohesion report.

· The CoR's idea of "territorial pacts" has been taken up by the Commission and the European Parliament. The 5th Cohesion Report speaks of "contracts" between Member States and the Commission, with a possible participation of regions. In its Communication on the EU budget review the European Commission also made reference to the territorial pacts as a mechanism for the implementation of the Europe 2020 Strategy. The European Parliament, in its resolution of 14 December 2010 on "Good governance with regard to EU regional policy" highlights the importance of "territorial pacts […] to encourage regions and cities to contribute to the successful achievement of the objectives of the 2020 Strategy" President Barroso, during his intervention at the December 2010 Plenary Session of the CoR, asked the CoR to help encourage Member States to set up "territorial pacts".




4. Fundamental rights, social inclusion and health

4.1 Fundamental rights – EU Strategy on the rights of the child

During the first year under the Lisbon Treaty and the new rules on EU fundamental rights the CoR has put particular importance on increasing the visibility of local and regional authorities responsibilities and needs in this field. 

By its own-initiative opinion in the "Local and regional cooperation to protect the rights of the child in the European Union" (CdR 54/2010) presented by rapporteur Arnoldas Abramavičus (LT/EPP) the Committee influenced the development of the European Strategy on the rights of the child (2011-2014) to make it more responsive to the local and regional authorities' demands. In December 2010 the rapporteur was invited to chair a session of the Annual Fundamental Rights Conference co-organised by the EU Fundamental Rights Agency, the European Commission and the EU Council Presidency.

Due to the CoR's opinion the European Commission decided

	· to revise the mechanisms ensuring representation of all stakeholders in the development and implementation of the Strategy with the main objective to more effectively support the Member States and local and regional authorities when developing and implementing policies on children's rights;

· to further develop the Rights of the Child indicators introduced by the Fundamental Rights Agency in order to make them more effective for Member States and local and regional authorities;

· to address the needs of "vulnerable" children e.g. street children, unregistered children, unaccompanied asylum seekers or children in detention as one of the priorities of the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child;

· to invite the CoR to nominate a permanent member for the Steering Committee of the European Forum on the Rights of the Child.




4.2 Social inclusion and health

2010 was the European Year for fighting poverty and social exclusion. In three key opinions the CoR raised its profile as regards the EU social and health policies and highlighted the role of local and regional authorities in these fields.

Homelessness

In its own-initiative opinion on "Combating homelessness" (CdR 18/2010) elaborated by rapporteur Tore Hult (SE/EPP) the CoR stressed the key role regional an local authorities have in addressing issues related to housing policy and social inclusion.

The European Commission flagship initiative on European Platform Against Poverty
 integrated several points made in this CoR opinion. The European Commission recognizes the important role of the CoR in engaging local and regional authorities in the fight against poverty. In the final document on the European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion the European Commission

	· agrees that homelessness and housing exclusion represents one of the most extreme forms of poverty and deprivation. The EU must address homelessness and housing exclusion also under its territorial aspect. The territorial dimension of poverty is particularly important as the very "poorest people" are often concentrated in particular regions or even smaller areas;
· underlines that the role of regional and local authorities in fighting homelessness is crucial and must be supported by the EU.



Ageing population in the EU

The CoR put active and healthy ageing and therefore the social inclusion of the ageing population at the heart of its opinion on "Dealing with the impact of an ageing population in the EU (2009 Ageing Report)" produced by rapporteur Rob Bats (NL/ALDE). The opinion raised awareness of the other EU institutions that for Europe's ageing population regions and local authorities are key with regard to health, welfare, paid and unpaid care, the labour market and the provision of services and facilities for housing, public transport and education. By the end of 2010 the CoR had been consulted by the Commission, the Council and the EP on the draft decision on the European Year 2012 for active ageing. to which the CoR responded in the form of a letter referring to the CoR opinion. The concrete impact is that:
	· the Decision on the European Year 2012 for active ageing is broadly in line with the CoR opinion recommendations and explicitly mentions and recognizes the role of the CoR and of local and regional authorities in this field;
· the Council conclusions of 6-7 December 2010 on the impact of an ageing workforce and population on employment policies, and on the European Year 2012
 mention the crucial role of local and regional authorities in this policy area.
· The European Commission (DG Employment and social affairs) invited the CoR to become a partner in the project of updating the brochure on "Ageing well in Europe" (initially released in October 2009) in preparation for the European Year 2012.




Health

Through its opinion "Solidarity in health: reducing health inequalities in the EU" (CdR 47/2010) drafted by rapporteur David Wilcox (UK/PES) the CoR achieved to convince the European Commission and the European Parliament of the need to recognize and support the regional and local dimension in EU health policy. Further reinforcement of the local and regional dimension of EU health policy was made through the opinion: "The role of the local and regional authorities in the implementation of the health strategy 2008-2013", by rapporteur Adam Banaszak (PL/EA) which was adopted in December 2010.
Concretely the European Parliament included several CoR proposals in its report on reducing health inequalities
 by underlining

	· the important role of regional and local authorities in public health and health services and the need to involve them actively in the EU health policy;
· that the 2020 strategy should give greater recognition to health and well-being, as they are key to fighting exclusion, and to include indicators stratified by socio-economic status in the monitoring of the Europe 2020 strategy;
· the recognition of gender-based inequalities in health and 
· the need to mitigate the impact of the economic downturn on the health sector.



Both the European Commission and the European Parliament gave a positive follow-up to the concrete suggestions in the CoR opinion by agreeing

	· to assist Member States in making better use of EU cohesion policy and structural funds in order to support projects reducing health inequalities. The Commission agreed to take concrete steps to highlight these funding opportunities in its work with Member states and regions.
· to launch calls for research proposals under FP7 and under PROGRESS equalling a total sum of EUR 4 million to help local and regional authorities tackle health inequalities.



The Committee's opinion on "The Pharmaceutical Package" (CdR 137/2009 fin) prepared by rapporteur Ms Susanna Haby (SE/EPP) put the interests of patients at the heart of the debate on new EU rules for medicinal products for human use. The opinion had the following impact on the discussions in the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers.

	· The report adopted by the European Parliament on the proposal for a directive on "information to the general public on medicinal products for human use subject to medical prescription"
 agreed with the CoR that

· the amending regulation should place the emphasis on patients and their interests;

· the new provisions of the amending act should emphasise patients' right to information rather than pharmaceutical companies' right to communicate their information;

· there is an urgent need to formalise the distinction between advertising and information.

· At the Council meeting on 6 December 2010, the European Commission stated its willingness to substantially amend its proposal on information to the general public on medicinal products for human use subject to medical prescription. In line with the recommendations made by the Committee of the Regions, the medicinal products issue has been transferred from DG Enterprise to DG Health and Consumer Protection. 




5. Climate change, Environment and Energy

5.1 Climate Change – COP 16 UNFCCC Cancún

The Committee's political activity in the field of climate change in 2010 was marked by the failure of the COP15 Summit in Copenhagen in December 2009 and the run up to its follow-up meeting in Cancún, Mexico, in December 2010. The opinion on "International climate change policy post-Copenhagen" (CdR 245/2010) drafted by rapporteur Nicola Beer (DE/ALDE) and the CoR's Resolution on the Cancún Climate Summit (CdR 284/2010 fin) summarised the position of local and regional authorities on climate action. 

The main impact of the CoR in the field of climate change throughout the year 2010 has been:
	· the involvement of the CoR in the process leading towards the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) COP 16 in Cancún, to ensure full and proper recognition of the role played by local and regional authorities in implementing climate change mitigation and adaptation and in particular the agreement of the Council and the Commission to accept the CoR as observer within the EU delegation at the summit in Cancún;
· that for the first time in UNFCCC history, an official decision has been taken by the COP 16 in Cancun to consider local and regional authorities as governmental stakeholders with regard to the international climate change policy implementation and the recognition of the need to engage on this agenda a broad range of stakeholders at global, regional, national and local levels, including sub-national and local government;
· the support by the European Parliament for the CoR's views on the need to continue coordination of the efforts made at local, regional, national, European and global levels of government in search of more climate friendly alternatives for the society and the economy that will improve ordinary people's quality of life

· a concrete contribution to the EU's pledge to develop global leadership in climate action providing an example for others by signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Conference of Mayors
 to strengthen the strategic partnership of local authorities in the fight against climate change;
· the active support and further development of the EU's Covenant of Mayors;



5.2 Biodiversity – COP 10 CBD Nagoya and towards a European Biodiversity Strategy for 2020
To influence the second major summit on environmental issues in 2010, the COP 10 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in Nagoya, Japan, as well as the European Commission's drafting of its European Biodiversity Strategy for 2020, the CoR issued its opinion on "EU and international biodiversity policy beyond 2010" (CdR 112/2010) drafted by rapporteur Linda Gillham (UK/EA). Through its opinion the CoR achieved

	· The possibility to be represented as an observer in  the EU delegation to the COP 10 of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Nagoya, Japan,  , including high-level meetings with the EU delegation, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the CBD Secretariat;
· that the COP 10 adopted a "Plan of Action on Sub-national Governments, Cities and other Local Authorities for Biodiversity (2011-2020) 

· that the Council conclusions on the Summit in Nagoya
 underline the need to strengthen "coherent and cooperative decision-making and implementation at local, sub-national, national, regional and international levels";
· that the European Commission's Biodiversity Strategy
 for 2020 reflects the CoR's concerns on
· the need to increase work on the economic value of ecosystem services;

· the need to establish "green infrastructure" and give clarification on the restoration of ecosystems,
· the insufficient funding for Natura 2000 sites and the need to address under-spending on environmental protection within the Structural Funds;

· the need to focus on a limited set of sub-targets within the strategy 




5.3 Regional and local authorities and EU environmental policy

The important role regional and local authorities play in seeking a better governance of EU environmental policy was highlighted in 2010 by the request of the Spanish EU Presidency asking the Committee of the Regions to come forward with an outlook opinion on "The role of regional and local authorities in future environment policy" CdR 164/2010 fin). The opinion was drafted by Ms Paula Baker (UK/ALDE).

This CoR opinion had a clearly measurable impact on:
	· the Council conclusions on "Improving environmental policy instruments" of 20 December 2010
. Following the CoR proposals the conclusions recognize the need:
· to improve environmental policy instruments, and in particular to enhance and improve the implementation of environmental policy; 

· to enhance the role and facilitate the engagement of regional and local authorities;

· for the European Commission and Member States to consider further steps to improve environmental inspections, including support for the EU Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law and cooperation projects at regional level;

· for a 7th Environment Action Programme, which clearly identifies priorities, as well as realistic and achievable targets.

· the CoR's cooperation with the EU's Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik, who
· highly welcomed the CoR opinion, 

· attended the ENVE meeting in March 2010, 

· held a joint press conference with the rapporteur and 

· offered to closely cooperate with the CoR on concrete actions which promote better implementation of EU environment policy.



5.4 Energy

In view of the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, which invested the EU with competences in the field of energy, the CoR had asked in several opinions to be more consulted on the development of the EU energy policy. This request was answered by the European Commission who asked the CoR in 2010 to establish an outlook opinion on "The EU Energy Action Plan for 2011-2020" (CdR 244/2010 fin). 

The opinion prepared by rapporteur Mr Michel Lebrun, (BE/EPP) drew the attention to the key role local and regional authorities play in implementing the EU's 20-20-20 energy and climate policy objectives. The rapporteur continued to follow the development in this field for the CoR in 2011 and drafted the opinion on "Energy infrastructure priorities for 2020 and beyond".

The impact of the opinion adopted in 2010 is as follows.

	· Further to the discussions of the rapporteur and EU Energy Commissioner Günther Oettinger, the European Commission recognised in its Communication on the subject of "Energy 2020 –a strategy for competitive, sustainable and secure energy" the importance of local and regional authorities in implementing the EU energy policy objectives.

· The European Parliament resolution on the subject of the "New Energy Strategy for Europe 2011-2020"
 adopted on 25 November 2010 stresses, in line with the CoR opinion, 

· that any delay in the development of a modern and smart EU-wide electricity and gas grid jeopardises the EU’s ambition to achieve by 2020 its 20-20-20 energy and climate objectives; 

· the need for traditional grants to be supplemented or replaced by innovative financial instruments. 

· The Belgian EU Presidency took on board the CoR concern for energy investment financing and proposed to create a new European Fund for Investments in Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects, with EU financing of up to €146 million, on which an inter-institutional agreement has been reached in the 3rd quarter of 2010.




6. Economic and industrial policy

6.1 Small Business Act

During 2009 and 2010 the CoR vigorously supported the European Commission and the Council in their measures contributing to overcome the consequences of the economic crisis (i. e. through the European Recovery Plan). Several proposals made by the Committee had a political impact on the measures adopted by the European Union.

The opinion on "Think Small First - A Small Business Act for Europe" (CdR 246/2008) drafted by Ms Constance Hanniffy (IE/EPP) directly impacted the other institutions documents adopted on the Small Business Act.

	· The Council conclusions on Think small first – A small business Act for Europe
. agreed with the CoR's demands

· for a reassessment of the JEREMIE initiative and to address how it meets the needs of SMEs and 

· for a quick revision of the late payment directive.

· In its resolution on the Small Business Act
 the European Parliament made reference to the CoR opinion and echoed the CoR's request that even though the SBA is not legally binding it should be a politically binding.
· The European Commission has included measures in the European Recovery Plan that specifically target SMEs. These measures requested by the CoR include

· specific SME loans by the European Investment bank (EIB) and the European Investment Fund (EIF) and

· the easing up of state aid rules.




6.2 European automotive sector

The automotive industry was one of the industrial sectors most hit by the economic crisis. In its own-initiative opinion on "Coordinated and sustainable responses to meet the challenges facing the European automotive sector and to strengthen its links to the regions" (CdR 211/2009 fin) produced by rapporteur Mr Jean-Yves Le Drian (FR/PES) the CoR draw the attention to the dramatic consequences the crisis had for several "automotive regions" in Europe.

Several points of this CoR opinion were taken up by the European Commission.

	· The CoR opinion called for the CARS 21 High Level Group to be relaunched and that local and regional authorities should be represented in the group. The European Commission has since relaunched the CARS 21 and also appointed the CoR President as permanent member of the High-level Group. The mandate of CARS 21 has also been changed to consider the role of local and regional authorities.




	· The opinion calls for the Commission to frame a long-term industrial policy for the automotive sector, structured around existing initiatives, building in the regional dimension and contributing to the European objectives of competitiveness, territorial cohesion, sustainable development and the fight against climate change. The European Commission addressed these issues in European strategy on clean and energy-efficient vehicles
. The strategy is comprehensive in its scope and contributes to most objectives mentioned by the CoR.



6.3 Green economy: Measuring progress –GDP and beyond

The CoR has achieved an important political impact on the issue of indicators beyond the GDP required to support local and regional governance. The rapporteur of the CoR opinion on "Measuring progress – GDP and beyond," Mr Vicente Álvarez Areces (ES/PES) transmitted the views of the CoR directly to two Commissioners: Mr Johannes Hahn (Regional policy Commissioner) and Mr Janez Potočnik (Environment Commissioner ) who welcomed the forward looking position of the CoR and pledged to consider it to a greater extent in future proposals.

	· In accordance with the CoR opinion the European Parliament draft report on "GDP and beyond" (E2010/2088(INI))
 stressed the need for

· near real-time information for decision-making,

· more accurate reporting on distribution and inequalities,

· the development of a European Sustainable Development Scoreboard and

· the extension of national accounts to environmental and social issues.

· Echoing a key proposal of the CoR opinion the EU regulation makes a reference to regional statistics along with national statistics "to offer a means of monitoring the pressures exerted by the economy on the environment".



7. Neighbourhood policy and development policy

7.1 Neighbourhood policy

Over the last years the CoR has been very active in strengthening the regional and local dimension of the European Union's neighbourhood policy. In 2010 several of these key initiatives have produced strong political impact.

Euromed

With its opinion on the "Barcelona Process: Union for the Mediterranean - implications for regional and local authorities" (CdR 236/2008 fin) prepared by rapporteur Mr Isidoro Gottardo (IT/EPP), the CoR started to involve regions and local authorities in the political dialogue in the Mediterranean. The concrete impact of this opinion and of the follow-up given to it has been that the territorial aspect of the Union for the Mediterranean has been considerably strengthened. Concretely

	· the Conclusions of the 43 Foreign Ministers of the Euro-Mediterranean Union
 meeting in Marseille on 3 November 2008 underline that the "Ministers stress the need to promote the implementation of concrete action at local and regional level. They also duly take note of the Committee of Regions’ opinion issued on 9 October 2008 and the proposal to create a Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly [EMRLA].The Ministers mandate the Senior Officials to consider the possibility of the involvement of the EMRLA once it is drafted in the Partnership.";
· the Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM) was established on 21 January 2010 at its inaugural meeting in Barcelona;

· ARLEM was granted official observer status by the Union for the Mediterranean in June 2010;

· the CoR underlined its federating role regarding associations of regional and local authorities and regional networks as regards the EU's neighbourhood policy.




Eastern partnership

In parallel to its works on the Euro-Mediterranean Union the CoR also achieved to strengthen the territorial dimension of the second major strategy within the EU's neighbourhood policy, the Eastern Partnership initiative. The focal point of the different CoR initiatives in this area was its opinion on "The role of local and regional authorities within the Eastern Partnership" (CdR 78/2009) drafted by rapporteur Mr István Sértő-Radics (HU/ALDE). The opinion came as a response to a request from the Czech EU presidency. The inter-institutional impact of this opinion started already during its elaboration in 2008 and 2009 and continues to unfold.

	· In its Communication on the Eastern partnership initiative
 including Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine, the European Commission proposes to add a new multilateral framework (including regional and local authorities) to the EU's relations with Eastern partners. In its Communication the Commission "invites the participation of the Committee of the Regions….particularly in the work under thematic platforms on Democracy, good governance and stability and on Contacts between the people". The Commission suggests the establishment of "an Eastern Europe and South Caucasus Local and Regional Assembly".

· On 7 May 2009 CoR President Luc van den Brande (B/EPP) and the rapporteur were invited to present the CoR opinion to the Eastern Partnership Summit organized by the Czech EU Presidency. 

· Following the invitation of the Swedish EU presidency the CoR president attended the meeting of the Council of Foreign affairs ministers of the Eastern Partnership partner countries on 8 December 2009 in Brussels to explain the need to add a "territorial" approach and involve local and regional authorities by providing specific mechanisms.

· At the meeting of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the EU and the Eastern Partner countries in December 2010, CoR President Mercedes Bresso (IT/PES) announced the CoR's intention to hold a Conference of the Local and Regional Authorities of the Eastern Partnership and the EU in 2011.




7.2 Decentralised cooperation for development

The opinion on "Local authorities: actors for development" (CdR 312/2008 fin) drafted by Mr Christophe Rouillon (FR/PES) was highly welcomed by the European Commission. On the basis of this opinion a close cooperation between the CoR and the Commission unfolded throughout 2010 and continues to develop in 2011.

The inter-institutional impact of the opinion is that the CoR has got a key role
	· in establishing and promoting the Atlas of decentralized cooperation for development, an electronic platform that went on line in June 2010. The European Commission has asked the CoR to take the lead for this project. The Atlas provides an overview of all decentralized cooperation projects and facilitates the setting up of new partnerships; a web portal will be introduced in 2011;

· in organizing together with the European Commission the "Assises of Decentralised Cooperation for development" bringing together local and regional authorities' representatives from the EU and developing countries to hold a political dialogue with the European institutions on development cooperation. The second edition of the Assises was held on 29 March 2011.



8. Future of CAP, Fisheries and Maritime policy 

8.1 Common Agricultural Policy Reform

In 2010 the Committee of the Regions put major emphasis on the reform of the EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) in adopting an own initiative opinion on "The future of the CAP after 2013" (CdR 127/2010 fin) presented by rapporteur René Souchon, (FR/PES). The high importance the EU Commissioner responsible for Agriculture, Dacian Cioloş, gives to the CoR's contribution in the CAP reform process was underlined by the presence of the Commissioner at 3 CoR Plenary sessions since April 2010. 

Several of the proposals made by the Committee of the Regions in its opinion were taken up by the European Commission in its Communication on the CAP towards 2020
 as regards the first pillar of the CAP.

	· The European Commission accepted in particular to adapt the direct payments scheme to ensure a fair distribution of aid and a better targeting of support for farmers.

· Option 2 presented in the Commission's communication is very close to the position adopted by the Committee of the Regions as it consists of overhauling the policy to make it more sustainable and to ensure greater balance between the different policy objectives, farmers and Member States.




8.2 Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)

Through its opinion on "Green Paper – Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy and a sustainable future for Aquaculture" (CdR 218/2009 fin) drafted by rapporteur Ramos Luis Valcárcel Siso, (ES/EPP) the CoR strengthened the local and regional dimension of this EU policy.

	· The CoR opinion had a clear impact on the European Parliament resolution of 25 February 2010
which reflects several CoR positions. The European Parliament in particular

· "calls for a stronger regional element in decision-making",

· "considers that regional management bodies within EU waters, involving the Member States and relevant stakeholders, should be created to play a key role in the governance and application of good fishing",

· "urges the Commission to draw up specific Community programmes to support small-scale coastal and non-industrial fisheries and shellfishing" and

· "to work for a separate, clearly defined, liberal and de-bureaucratised and simplified model for managing small-scale, coastal fisheries".

· The European Commission has taken on board several points of the CoR opinion. Namely, the Commission agrees
· that the success of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) also relies on strong Regional Advisory Councils and this will be taken into account in the reform;

· that relative stability may have limited the flexibility of the fishing sector to make efficient use of its resources, possibly creating inflationary pressure on Total Allowable Catches and raising discarding;

· that any system of rights-based management would need to be accompanied by a  set of safeguard measures to avoid negative effects such as unwanted concentration of fishing rights, or buyout of certain fisheries and fleet segments by others;

· that the main objective for activities under the external dimension of the CFP is to further extend the principles of sustainable development and responsible fisheries internationally.




8.3 Maritime Policy

The development of an integrated maritime policy of the European Union has been a key objective of the CoR for many years. In 2010 the Committee could make a further step in this direction. With its opinion "Towards an Integrated Maritime Policy for better governance in the Mediterranean" (CdR 126/2010 fin) prepared by rapporteur Mr Michael Cohen (MT/PES), the CoR had an impact on the positions of the European Parliament and the Commission.

The European Commission has taken on board several points of the CoR opinion which it calls an important orientation for the further development of a sea-basin approach to the EU Integrated Maritime Policy in the Mediterranean. 

	The Commission

· agreed that involvement of all levels of governance, including local and regional authorities in the EU Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP), is fully in line with the Commission's priorities and that it will continue to improve governance of the marine space at sub-regional level;

· encourages the CoR's activities for strengthening dialogue and exchanges of best practice with non-EU Mediterranean coastal States on the development of an integrated approach to maritime affairs in the region; it also welcomes the CoR's recommendation for enhancing the cooperation and involvement of ARLEM;

· will continue to encourage the ratification and concerted implementation of United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in its bilateral relations, while respecting these countries' sovereignty;

· underlines better coordination, within the framework of the law, of the efforts to fight cross-national organised criminal activities is needed. 




Also the European Parliament resolution on Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) - Evaluation of progress made and new challenges
 reflects several points of the CoR opinion. 

	The European Parliament
· "Calls on the Member States and the Commission to intensify their dialogue at international level on IMP and other maritime issues in the competent fora, including on the ratification and implementation of UNCLOS",

· "recalls the particular vulnerability of coastal regions and islands to the impact of climate change"

· "calls on the Commission… to explore areas for cooperation with third countries, especially those from the Mediterranean that have ratified UNCLOS" ….



9. Culture and Information Society

9.1 European Heritage Label

In the area of cultural heritage, including its preservation and promotion, regional and local authorities have a capital role to play. By its opinion on "European Heritage Label" (CdR 105/2010) elaborated by rapporteur Ms Mireille Lacombe (FR/PES) the Committee had political impact on the conditions regarding the creation and the use of the new European Heritage label. 

The European Parliament Resolution
 adopted on 16 December 2010 agreed with the CoR that

	· the European Heritage Label should seek to supplement but not duplicate initiatives such as the UNESCO World Heritage List;

· future evaluations of the Label could examine enlarging the initiative to third countries participating in the Culture Programme;

· extension of reporting duties of the Commission towards the CoR;

· the CoR should to be involved in the final selection process of candidates through a CoR member participating in the European selection panel;

· that the European jury should dispose of more room for selection decisions.  




On 19 May 2011 the Council of the European Union approved a final compromise text on a "Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a European action for the European Heritage Label"
 The text is based on a previously reached agreement with the European Parliament and foresees that:

· the CoR shall receive one seat on the European selection panel carrying out the selection and monitoring procedure at the European level to award the European Heritage Label;

· the CoR shall be kept fully informed about the European Commission's activities regarding the European Cultural Heritage Label and shall be consulted on the evaluation report to be established by the European Commission.

9.2 Digital Agenda

In preparing its opinion on the "Digital Agenda for Europe" (CdR 104/2010 fin) drafted by rapporteur: Mr Markku Markkula, (FI/EPP), the CoR drafted a very intensive cooperation with the European Commission on further developing the European information society. On the basis of the opinion European Commission Vice-President Neelie Kroes responsible for the Digital Agenda agreed to

	· hold a common press conference with the CoR rapporteur in which she underlined the excellent contribution of the CoR opinion for the development of the EU digital agenda and to give an exclusive TV interview taken over by several national TV stations and in which the Commissioner hailed the work of the CoR and the importance of local and regional authorities for implementing the EU's Digital Agenda;
· involve the Committee of the Regions in the work of the Digital Assembly by organizing a common workshop.




9.3 Information and communication technologies

The use and development of information and communication technologies (IKT) are crucial to achieve the European objectives in many policy fields like education, economic and social development or the fight against climate change. The Committee's opinion on "Addressing the challenge of energy efficiency through information and communication technologies" (CdR 254/2008 fin) drafted by rapporteur Risto Koivisto (FI/PES) draws the attention of the European Commission to the need to better inform local and regional authorities on how energy efficiency can be achieved via information and communication technologies. Based on the CoR's opinion

	· the European Commission agreed on a project for creating, together with the CoR a "Guide on ICT for energy efficiency for local and regional authorities". The guide was presented during the OPEN DAYS in 2010 and will be disseminated to local and regional authorities across Europe.




10. Education and Research

Regional and local authorities have considerable competences in the fields of education and research. By its activities the EU supports and supplements the action of the Member States. This does also mean that subsidiarity plays a crucial role in the fields of education and research. Through its opinions on "University-Business Dialogue" (CdR 157/2009 fin) drafted by rapporteur Mohammad Masood (UK/EPP) and on "Preparing for our future: Developing a common strategy for key enabling technologies in the EU" (CdR 15/2010 fin) prepared by rapporteur: Veronica Diaconu (RO/EPP) raised the awareness of the European Commission and the EU's Joint Research Centre for the key role regions and local authorities play in these fields.

During the elaboration of these opinions the rapporteurs multiplied their contacts with the services of the European Commission and the Joint research centre which produced the following impact.

	· In a letter to the CoR the EU's Joint Research Centre expressed the wish to strengthen inter-institutional collaboration with the CoR on future EU initiatives in the field of research.

· The European Commission agreed to step up cooperation with the CoR in the preparation of future initiatives in the field of education and started to extend regular invitations to CoR rapporteurs to participate in conferences in the field of education. In May 2010 the Commission agreed to organise two workshops of the European Commission's European University-Business Forum at the CoR headquarters.




Appendix I
List of adopted CoR opinions – 2010 (CdR 149/2011 – Annexe I)
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Appendix II
Participation of the Committee of the Regions' President (or her representative) in Informal Meetings of the Council or 

Informal Meetings of European ministers

2010 

	19 February 2010
	Zaragoza, ES
	Informal Council of European regional policy ministers, organised by the Spanish Presidency of the EU



	17 March 2010
	Malaga, ES
	Informal Meeting of Ministers responsible for Local and Regional Governments



	15-16 April 2010
	Zaragoza, ES
	Forth European Conference on integration



	21-22 June 2010
	Toledo, ES
	Informal meeting of regional development ministers



	13-14 September 2010
	Brussels, BE
	Ministerial Conference on Asylum process



	22 November 2010
	Liège, BE
	Informal meeting of Ministers for Cohesion Policy



	13 December 2010
	Brussels, BE
	Eastern Partnership Foreign Ministers Meeting




____________

 — Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 101 — 1040 Bruxelles/Brussel — BELGIQUE/BELGIË —


Tel. +32 22822211 — Fax +32 22822325 — Internet: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cor.europa.eu" ��http://www.cor.europa.eu�





EN








� 	37 opinions were optional referrals (mostly so-called pre-legislative files like communications coming from the European Commission), one opinion was a mandatory referral on a legislative file coming from the European Commission. The Committee also adopted 18 own-initiative opinions or resolutions.


� 	As a result of the Committee's political impact the Lisbon Treaty strengthened the recognition of the regional and local level in European governance by recognising regional and local self-government (article 4 TEU), by introducing territorial cohesion (article 3 TEU) as well as by reformulating the principle of subsidiarity as a 4 level principle including the European, national, regional and local level (article 5 TEU).


� 	“Delivering on Europe 2020: New opportunities for tomorrow’s cohesion policy”, Speech of José Manuel Durão Barroso, President of the European Commission; ��HYPERLINK http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/11/54&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en ��http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/11/54&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en�


� 	"Project Europe 2030, Challenges and Opportunities", A report to the European Council from the Reflection Group on the Future of the EU 2030, presented on 8 May 2010; � HYPERLINK "http://www.reflectiongroup.eu/" �http://www.reflectiongroup.eu�


� 	Informal ministerial meeting organized by the Spanish EU presidency in Malaga on 17 March 2010.


� 	MEMO/10/287 of 29 June 2010 on � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu/rapid/" ��http://europa.eu/rapid/�


� 	European Parliament resolution of 14 December 2010 on good governance with regards to the EU regional policy: procedures of assistance and control by the European Commission (� HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2009/2231" \o "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2009/2231" �2009/2231(INI)�) [P7_TA(2010)0468]  





� 	EU Regulation 211/2011 of the European Parliament and the Council of 16 February 2011 on the citizen's initiative, Official Journal of the European Union L 65/1 of 11 March 2011.


� 	Fifth report on economic, social and territorial cohesion: the future of cohesion policy, COM(2010) 642 final 


� 	European Parliament resolution of 7 October 2010 on EU cohesion and regional policy after 2013 (P7_TA(2010)0356)





� 	"Strategies for promoting cross-border an inter-regional cooperation in an enlarged EU – a basic document setting out guidelines for the future" (CdR 181/2000 fin).


� 	See for  more information on the Committee's homepage http://portal.cor.europa.eu/egtc/en-US/Pages/welcome.aspx.


� 	European Parliament resolution of 14 December 2010 on good governance with regards to the EU regional policy: procedures of assistance and control by the European Commission (� HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2009/2231" \o "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2009/2231" �2009/2231(INI)�) [P7_TA(2010)0468].


� 	The impact the CoR had on the seven flagship initiatives of the Europe2020 strategy is dealt with below in the sections on specific policy areas (e.g. digital agenda).


� 	The European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion: A European framework for social and territorial cohesion - COM(2010) 758 final.


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/mailing/file970.DOC" \o "http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/mailing/file970.DOC" �http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/mailing/file970.DOC�





� 	European Parliament report on reducing health inequalities in the EU (2010/2089(INI)) A7-0032/2011 / 8.2.2011 


� 	Report on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending, as regards information to the general public on medicinal products subject to medical prescription, Directive 2001/83/EC on the Community code relating to medicinal products for human use (COM(2008)0663 – C6-0156/2008 – 2008/0256(COD)), A7-0290/2010


�  	European Parliament resolution of 25 November 2010 on the climate change conference in Cancun (COP16), http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0442+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN.


�  	See on the CoR's homepage � HYPERLINK "http://cor.europa.eu" ��http://cor.europa.eu� under "Activities and Events" subsection Covenant of Mayors.


� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12288" ��https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12288�


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/117072.pdf" ��http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/117072.pdf�


�	COM(2011) 244 final, adopted on 3 May 2011


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/118646.pdf" �http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/118646.pdf�


� 	European Parliament resolution on "Towards a new Energy Strategy for Europe 2011-2020" (2010/2108(INI)), http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2010-0441&language=EN


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/104403.pdf" �http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/intm/104403.pdf�. 


� 	European Parliament resolution of 10 March 2009 on the Small Business Act (2008/2237(INI))


� 	Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council and the European Economic and Social 	Committee on "A European strategy on clean and energy efficient vehicles ", COM(2010)186 final


� 	The draft report was adopted on 23 February 2011 by the European Parliament's Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.ufmsecretariat.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/dec-final-Marseille-UfM.pdf" \o "http://www.ufmsecretariat.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/dec-final-Marseille-UfM.pdf" �http://www.ufmsecretariat.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/dec-final-Marseille-UfM.pdf� 


� Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on "Eastern Partnership", COM (2008) 823 fin


� 	Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions - The CAP towards 2020: meeting the food, natural resources and territorial challenges of the future COM(2010) 672 final.


� 	European Parliament resolution of 25 February 2010 on the Green Paper on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy (2009/2106(INI)).


� 	European Parliament resolution of 21 October 2010 on Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP) - Evaluation of progress made and new challenges (� HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2010/2040" \o "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=INI/2010/2040" �2010/2040(INI)�).


� 	European Parliament legislative resolution of 16 December 2010 on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a European Union action for the European Heritage Label (� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/prelex/liste_resultats.cfm?CL=en&ReqId=0&DocType=COM&DocYear=2010&DocNum=0076" �COM(2010)0076� – C7-0071/2010 – � HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/FindByProcnum.do?lang=en&procnum=COD/2010/0044" �2010/0044(COD)�) 


� 	� HYPERLINK "http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st09/st09213.en11.pdf" \o "http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st09/st09213.en11.pdf" �http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/11/st09/st09213.en11.pdf�
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