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Dear Reader,

In this enewsletter:

This e-newsletter aims to inform you three times a
year about the work of the Conference of Regional
and Local Authorities for the Eastern Partnership
(CORLEAP), the policy background and the
international context in which it operates.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Eastern Partnership News
CORLEAP in Action
Partner News
Studies and Publications
Upcoming Events

The 5th Eastern Partnership Summit endorsed a streamlined multilateral EaP architecture and
the 20 Deliverables for 2020 will constitute a working plan for the years to come, to be
regularly reviewed against progress achieved across the four EaP priorities: stronger
governance; stronger economy; better connectivity and stronger society. In the joint
declaration, CORLEAP was referred to as a stage for the role of local and regional authorities
to advance the objectives of the EaP at the level of governance closest to citizens. Also, the
importance of good governance at all levels was highlighted. A Comprehensive and
Enhanced Partnership Agreement between the EU and Armenia was signed in the margins of
the Summit, and the European aspirations of partners who signed association agreements
with the EU, namely Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine were acknowledged.
Against this background, CORLEAP Digest picks relevant news for local and regional
authorities. Please feel free to forward it to colleagues who may be interested. Comments and
contributions can be sent to: corleap@cor.europa.eu.
Best regards,
The CORLEAP secretariat

Eastern Partnership News
A new agenda for decentralisation in Armenia
To mark the 20th anniversary of the Communities
Association of Armenia and the Armenian national day
of local self-governance, the “Outlook for the future: a
new agenda for decentralisation” forum on local
democracy took place in Yerevan in November 2017.
The event, organised with the support of the Congress
of the Council of Europe, featured an award ceremony
for the winners of the 'Best Community' competition.
The partnership agreement between the Association of
Rural Mayors of France and the Association of
Communities of Armenia was renewed with this
occasion.
Read more

"Mayors for Economic Growth" presented to
stakeholders in Belarus
The first national M4EG workshop for Belarusian
stakeholders was held in the Mahilioŭ Technopark, with
the support of the Mahilioŭ Oblast Executive
Committee and the Mahilioŭ Association of
Industrialists and Entrepreneurs.
Read more

Local Economic Development in Ukraine and
Armenia
The Mayors for Economic Growth Secretariat started
the national training modules on Local Economic
Development with a series of events in Kyiv and
Yerevan. The comprehensive capacity building
programme consists of four training modules spaced
throughout a year, to offer the signatories real-time
support and guidance at the corresponding stages of
their Local Economic Development Plans elaboration.
Read more
Strengthening ethical governance through local
initiatives
A workshop on "local Initiatives: managing and
communicating change", on 5 December 2017, in
Tbilisi (Georgia), brought together mayors and project
co-ordinators that have been implementing local
initiatives to strengthen ethical governance in their
communities.
Read more
Better public administration and rural development
in the Republic of Moldova
Improved public administration and accelerated rural
development are among the objectives of the support
that the EU has provided to the Republic of Moldova
on 21st of December 2017. For these purposes, it has
made € 36,3 million available to the Moldovan state
budget.
Read more
EU supports regional development in Georgia
Studies and analyses prepared in the process of
formulation of the Regional Development Programme
of Georgia 2018-2021 within the EU funded project
“Support
to
Regional
Development
Policy
Implementation II” and the new project “Advancing
Regions for Sustainable Development”, were presented
on 7th December 2017 in Tbilisi.
Read more

Regional development in Croatia presented to local
and regional authorities from Azerbaijan
A delegation from Azerbaijan, including regional and
local authorities, payed a study visit to Croatia, within
the framework of the "Support to Rural and Regional
Development Programme" (SRRDP). The visit was
focused on regional and rural policies, the relationship
between beneficiaries, communities and the Regional
Development Agencies, their strategies and the
implementation of regional projects.
Read more

CORLEAP in Action
7th CORLEAP Annual Meeting
The 7th CORLEAP Annual Meeting looked at the
future of the Eastern Partnership from the perspective
of local and regional authorities, at their role in
strengthening resilience and their contribution towards
the 20 deliverables for 2020. A thematic report on
energy efficiency was adopted.
Read more

Improving governance and preventing corruption in
EU and EaP countries
The joint CORLEAP-EURONEST event highlighted
the challenges of the fight against corruption and
addressed strategies and practices, while crossing each
other experiences on results achieved. Mr Sergey
Chernov, member of CORLEAP, Chairman of Kharkiv
Regional Council and President of the Ukrainian
Association of Local and Regional Authorities
presented
numerous
anticorruption
measures
undertaken by Ukraine since 2014.
Read more
Innovation and regional development: Agents for
growth in Eastern Partnership countries
One year after the reference event in Yerevan, where
the European Commission launched two major
initiatives in the field of sustainable municipal
development, the CORLEAP conference took stock of
the progress achieved. The event took place just a
couple of weeks after a series of high level events on
digital matters, thus it addressed the implications for
the sub-national authorities: e-governance going local.
Read more

CORLEAP's message at the Eastern Partnership
Summit
Addressing national leaders, the CORLEAP co-chairs
emphasised the importance of increasing the
involvement of local and regional authorities across all
priority areas. The CORLEAP reports on the role of
local and regional authorities in the field of energy
efficiency and in developing civic participation were
distributed to summit participants.
Read more
CORLEAP in focus for media in EaP countries
CORLEAP activities were promoted by Mr Pawel
Adamowicz, Mayor of Gdansk, Poland, via EU
Neighbours East communication channels. Media from
Belarus and the Republic of Moldova conducted
interviews.
About EU Neighbours East

Inauguration of the Local Democracy Agency
Mariupol, Ukraine
December 2017 saw the opening of a Local Democracy
Agency in Mariupol, Ukraine. CORLEAP was
represented by Mr Pawel Adamowicz, Mayor of
Gdansk. The overall objective of local democracy
remains in focus for the CORLEAP contribution to the
implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy
and thus it continues to welcome the establishment of
LDAs and their mission.
Read more

Partner News
Dear partners,
We would like to encourage you to contribute news items on topics that are of relevance to
CORLEAP. We welcome news articles about successful regional and cross-border projects,
interesting studies on local governance and regional authorities, calls for project partners and
announcements of workshops and informative conferences. Please, submit your proposals to
corleap@cor.europa.eu. The next issue will be published in May 2018.
The website of the EU East StratCom Task Force
"EU
vs
Disinfo"
raises
awareness
on
disinformation, complementing the two weekly
newsletters. Subscribe to English newsletters here
and Russian versions here.

Strategies and tools to improve local governance
A regional conference on “Ethics and transparency
at local level: strategies and tools”, organised by the
Congress of the Council of Europe on 6 – 7
December 2017, in Tbilisi (Georgia), provided a
platform for mayors, national associations of local
authorities and NGOs to share good practices.
Read more

Improving the legal status of local councillors
The Congress of the Council of Europe organised,
jointly with the Committee on State Building,
Regional Policy and Local Self-Government of the
Parliament of Ukraine, a roundtable on the legal
status of local councillors in Ukraine, in light of the
responsibilities delegated to councillors under the
local self-government reform.
Read more
Increased transparency and citizen participation
The Congress of the Council of Europe held a
seminar on “Engaging citizens in local affairs for
greater transparency” on 19-20 December 2017, in
Kyiv, Ukraine. The event gathered Ukrainian
mayors, local councillors and young local leaders,
and served as a means for peer-to-peer exchange
and dissemination on collaborative ways to enhance
the quality of local democracy. Gender perspective
in local public policies was underlined as an
important prerequisite of effective local democracy.
Read more

Studies and Publications
The Eastern Partnership Index 2015-2016,
developed in the context of the EaP Civil Society
Forum, charts the progress made by the six Eastern
Partnership
countries
towards
sustainable
democratic development and European integration.
Institutionalised
citizen
participation:
Assessment of existing mechanisms in Georgia
Commissioned by the Congress of the Council of
Europe and the National Association of Local
Authorities of Georgia, the study sets out the main
directions for more effective and informed citizen
participation. Its recommendations provided the
basis for amendments to the Code of Local SelfGovernment, with a view to the new
decentralisation strategy for Georgia.

Management of change: a tool guide for local
and regional authorities
Stemming from the Congress of the Council of
Europe’s local initiatives on ethical governance and
transparency, this tool provides step-by-step
guidance for local authorities towards the successful
assessment of local policies’ efficiency and
effective management of change.
Handbooks on Transparency and Citizen
Participation
Four Handbooks on Transparency and Citizen
Participation in Armenia, Georgia, the Republic of
Moldova and Ukraine have been developed by the
Congress of the Council of Europe to support local
and regional authorities in their efforts to make
communities more open, ethical and citizenoriented. These country-specific handbooks provide
practical guidance on transparency policies and
citizen participation mechanisms, and identify the
most prevalent corruption risks.

Upcoming Events
8 March
29 May
24 September

Meeting of the Committee of the Regions - Ukraine Task Force, Brussels
CORLEAP Bureau meeting, Brussels
8th CORLEAP Annual meeting, Kyiv, Ukraine

CORLEAP
The Conference of Regional and Local Authorities for the Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP)
was established by the European Committee of the Regions (CoR) in 2011 to bring a regional
and local dimension to the EU's Eastern Partnership. CORLEAP brings together 36 regional
and local politicians - 18 from the CoR, representing the EU, and 18 from the EaP countries
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine).

More info
www.cor.europa.eu\corleap
Contact: corleap@cor.europa.eu

