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Overview of emergency measures

in the EU

a) Fundamental freedoms

b) State of emergency and
exceptional powers

c) Functioning of parliaments
and the judiciary

Different models of crisis

response

Conclusion

Open Questions
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Source: European Parliament Briefing requested by the LIBE committee Monitoring Group on Democracy, Rule of Law, Fundamental Rights, Ottavio
Marzocchi, April 2020



Overview of emergency measures
taken in the EU
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Overview of emergency measures Criteria for emergency measures:

taken in the EU Proportionate to the threat
Specific in their scope
Necessary to fight the disease
Time-limited

JRCMap 11 May 2020 at 15:30 UTC
European Union (EU 27) | COVID-19 restriction measures as of 11 May




Overview of emergency measures
taken in the EU

les seronfzenyfonction des besoins, des réalites
des nécelsités secteur par secteur, évidemment
adantées. Nols sero hdez-vous pour quel




Different models of crisis
response

State of Emergency vs.
“Proportionality Model”
Federalism vs. Centralisation
Trust & Transparency vs.
Security & Surveillance




Conclusion

Democracy, rule of law &
fundamental rights are not “in the
way” of efficient emergency
responses, but preconditions
Emergency powers can create
dangerous precedent, e.g. mass
surveillance and militarisation

Legislation needs to be more
future-oriented & adaptable to
(inconceivable) scenarios
Nation-States are limited in their
response to a global virus -
international coordination is
crucial




Open Questions

Which emergency measures in your
country were necessary, and
proportionate and which weren't?

Which fundamental freedoms
already were restricted or not
adequately applied before
COVID-19?

What kind of politics is necessary to
ensure democracy is upheld in crisis
situations?




