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Key points

• EU and global forest policy

• Role of regions in:

• Urban Forests

• Biodiversity protection

• Forest fires, floods and other risks 

• EU tools and instruments 
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Forests in the Sustainable Development Goals
(United Nations Sustainable Development Summit 2015, 25 September)

• SDG 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and 
halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

• And more specifically, for 2020 and 2030:

• 15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable 
management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore 
degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and 
reforestation globally

• 15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems …

• 15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into 
national and local planning, development processes, poverty 
reduction strategies and accounts

• 15.b Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels 
to finance sustainable forest management and provide adequate 
incentives to developing countries to advance such management, 
including for conservation and reforestation



'The benefits
provided by forests'

In: Special Eurobarometer
440, Jan 2016



Eurobarometer 2019



Priorities vary widely by Member State



An Action Plan for nature, people and 
the economy – Natura 2000

• State of nature in the EU: 
focus on forest habitats

• 15 % favourable assessments

• 80 % unfavourable assessments



Urban forests

• By 2050, 90% of Europeans will reside in urban areas

• While ‘forest’ has historically been regarded as the opposite 
of ‘urban’, urban forests are a key ecosystem service provider 
in most European cities

• EU green infrastructure strategy and related guidance

• EnRoute project - ‘Enhancing Resilience of Urban 
Ecosystems through Green Infrastructure’

• Get inspiration from the European Green Capital and 
Green Leaf Award winners

• Impact on: air quality, physical and mental health, adapting 
to climate change, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
biodiversity, soil protection



Biodiversity protection
• EU Biodiversity Strategy (2010-2020)

• Forest Management Plans, including:

- maintaining optimal levels of deadwood;

- preserve wilderness areas;

- ecosystem-based measures to increase the resilience of 
forests against fires as part of forest fire prevention 
schemes;

- specific measures developed for Natura 2000 forest sites; 

• Habitats and Birds Directives: Natura 2000

• Apply provisions on impact assessment of projects & 
conservation measures

• Increase knowledge of specific areas and species 

• Communication and education in schools, but also with 
farmers and communities 



Disaster Risk Management
• Floods, severe weather and 
forest fires – top 5 EU level 

• Risk prevention measures are 
those that can significantly
change the faith of a village 

• Climate change impacts



Common Agricultural Policy

• In the CAP 2014 – 2020, 90% of the rural 
development programmes have forest measures

• A total support of 7.04 billion Euro

• 30% of the RDPs have restoration measures from 
natural disasters out of which the majority is the 
restoration after forest fires

• By the end of 2017, 423 million euro public 
expenditure was spend on restoration 



Cohesion Policy
• Disaster risk management measures (prevention, 
preparedness, and recovery) & environmental 
protection 

• 21 Member States are investing in disaster risks

• Floods (17 MS)

• Forest fires (6 MS)

• Landslides (5 MS)

• Droughts (5 MS)

• Storms (1 MS)

• European Social Fund may also be used for 
education and skills development

• Bioeconomy: under the competitiveness objective 



LIFE Environment 2019 & forests
• Environment and Resource Efficiency: 17 June 2019 

• Implementation of flood and/or drought risk management: nature-based
solutions consisting in natural water retention measures

• Forest monitoring and information systems, and to prevent forest fires

• Nature and Biodiversity: 19 June 2019 

• Improvement of the conservation status of habitat types or species of 
Community Interest under the EU Birds and Habitats directives

• Development and implementation of Green Infrastructure plans and 
actions

• Environmental Governance and Information: 19 

June 2019 
• Information and raising awareness on Natura 2000, 

• Improving capacity and quality of public administration regarding forest 
management plans 

http://nwrm.eu/measures-catalogue


LIFE Climate Action 2019 & forests
• Climate Change Mitigation

• Sustainable Forest Management and cascading use of solid 
biomass 

- Afforestation and reforestation

- Forest restoration

- Conservation of carbon in forests

- Enhancing forest management, including tending and thinning, and soil 
conservation

• Climate Governance and Information
• Best practices and awareness raising activities addressing

adaptation needs

- development and use of adaptation indicators and monitoring systems and 
the uptake of climate services in adaptation planning at local level

- understanding the economic and social impacts, as well as costs and 
effectiveness of adaptation and implementing concrete actions to address
such impacts and costs



LIFE Climate Action 2019 & forests

• Climate Change Adaptation: 
• Urban adaptation and land use planning which limits the 

impacts of climate change

• Sustainable management of water in drought-prone areas, 
flood and coastal management

• Resilience of agricultural, forestry and tourism sectors, 
including in island and mountain areas, incl: 

- Forest adaptation to increase its resilience to climate change impacts such 
as forest fire risk, pest outbreaks, prolonged droughts, etc. 

• Deadline for submitting the full proposals – for all Climate 
Action calls: 12 Sept 2019

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/calls-proposals

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/calls-proposals


LIFE 2019 Integrated Projects

• Large territorial scale, in particular, regional, 
multiregional, national or trans-national scale, 
environmental or climate plans or strategies

• Full implementation of the targeted plan or 
strategy

• Nature IPs: implementation of Prioritised Action Frameworks
elaborated pursuant to Article 8 of the Habitats Directive 

• Water Ips: implementation of River Basin Management Plans and their
proposed actions such as targeted afforestation, wetland creation, re-
instatement of floodplains

• Climate change adaptation IPs: implementation of national, regional or 
local specific adaptation strategy or action plan

• Deadline for submitting a concept note: 5 Sept 2019

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/calls-proposals

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/life/calls-proposals


Civil Protection financing 
opportunities 

• Disaster risk prevention direct call to Member 
States authorities – including forestry authorities 

• Disaster risk prevention and preparedness open 
calls : once per year in January

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/funding-
evaluations/financing-civil-protection/calls-for-
proposal_en

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/funding-evaluations/financing-civil-protection/calls-for-proposal_en


Thank you for 
your attention!


