


Privateforestsare widespreadin Europeprovidinga range
of ecosystemservicesof significantvalue to society,and
there are callsfor novelpoliciesto enhancetheir provision
andto facethe challengesof environmentalchanges.

Forests account for 32.2% of the European territory (FOREST 
EUROPE, 2015), providing important environmental services 
and economic benefits (Mori et al., 2016). Currently, nearly 
half of European forests are privately owned (Schmithüsen

and Hirsch, 2010).

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837717305999#bib0085
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837717305999#bib0185
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837717305999#bib0235


The overall increase of wood biomass of Italian forests is 
estimated at 38.4 million m3 / year (Fra 2015), 30 million 
m3 of which are thought to be really usable annually. The 
annual use of biomass produced by the Italian forests, for 
energy or industrial ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ exceed 30-35% 
compared to a European average which uses instead 
about 60% of what forests can grow every year.
Italy would hardly achieve a levy higher than 12 million 
m3 / year, compared to the 30 million available annually.

The reasons stem essentially from the high 
management costs, orographic limits, 
small size of private properties (67% of the 

National forest area). Public properties are larger and 
better managed.
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