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Draft agenda 

 
Digital Cities Challenge, Mayors Summit 

 
Date: 4th of December, 14:00-17:00 followed by networking reception 

Venue: Committee of Regions, Belliardstraat 99-101, 1040 Brussel. Room VM1 
 

Moderator: Slawomir Tokarski, Director for Innovation and Advanced Manufacturing, European Commission 
 

1. Welcome and introduction  
 
Markku Markkula, Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions  
Slawomir Tokarski, Director for Innovation and Advanced Manufacturing, European Commission 
Time: 15 minutes 

 
2. Digital Cities Challenge: The progress so far.  

 
Dana Eleftheriadou, Head of Advanced Technologies Team, European Commission 
Time: 5 minutes 

 
3. From Strategy to action 

 
Format: the cities will be divided in 4 panels with short presentations, questions by the moderator 
and audience 
Time: 160 minutes 

 

 Success story. The city of Amsterdam to share its experience in developing its brand, strategy, 
access to technologies and attraction of investments. (10') 
Franc Weerwind, mayor of city of Almere on behalf of the Amsterdam Metropolitan Area (AMA) 
and coordinator of the Challenge Digital Connectivity of the Amsterdam Economic Board 
 

 City strategy and brand– what do cities do to show their unique assets and build their brand? 

o Short presentations (5')  by 4 cities (tbd) followed by discussion  
 

 Access to technology (ex.establishment of fab labs, centers, innovation centers) 

o Short presentations (5')  by 4 cities followed by discussion 
 

 Skills, employability and attraction of talent 

o Short presentations (5')  by 4 cities followed by discussion 
 

 Investments and Finance 
o Short presentations (5')  by 4 cities followed by discussion 

 
       4. Closing   

Time: 15 minutes 
 
 
The event will be followed by networking reception in foyer VMA where the mayors will sign a memorandum 
of collaboration. 
 
 
 


