Fitness check of the: Water Framework Directive, Groundwater Directive,
Environmental Quality Standards Directive and Floods Directive

A Synthesis: necessity to expand
The Water Framework Directive
The European Committee of Regions (CoR) is currently working on the Opinion Fitness check of the
Water Framework Directive, Groundwater Directive, Environmental Quality Standards Directive and
Floods Directive, Rapporteur P. CAŁBECKI (PL/EPP), President of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Region1.

In this opinion the CoR especially highlights key-points for expanding the Water Framework Directive
(punctuation as in the official document):
4) Stresses that water is an essential element for the environment and human existence.
16) Calls for greater policy coherence between the WFD (where water is a major determinant of a wellfunctioning biosphere, bio-productivity and absorption capacity), the Circular Economy (where the use
of resources and the emission of pollutants should be reduced) and bioeconomy and agricultural policy
(where resources should be used in a more sustainable way);
19) Strongly underlines that the WFD has become a milestone in the improvement of water resources
in Europe and a reference point for the other continents. However, considering the emerging
challenges (e.g. climate change, microplastics, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, antibiotics, etc.) and new
solutions (new technologies and methodologies) over the last 20 years, and in the light of the
Sustainable Development Goals and the European Green Deal, the WFD urgently needs to be
upgraded;
20) Calls, in this regard, for a change of paradigm from mechanistic to evolutionary (raising people's
awareness that the biosphere has always been changing) and ecosystemic (including sustainability of
catchments and decarbonisation), as well as for promoting better understanding of ecological
processes, including water, carbon, nitrogen and phosphorus cycles;

Drought in Kujawsko-Pomorskie Region (Poland), causing lowering of water level in reservoirs and rivers

1

The full text of the draft opinion, to be adopted by the CoR plenary assembly on 1-2 July 2020 is available here.

Rapporteur P. Calbecki expresses his appreciation to the Expert, Professor Maciej Zalewski and the European Regional
Centre for Ecohydrology for cooperation in the preparation of the above-mentioned opinion.

27) Stresses that with increasing climate change impacts, the FD should be integrated with the WFD to
enhance ground water recharge, the retentiveness of river valleys through retention in the floodplains,
polders and the restitution of water levels in surrounding lakes and wetlands. Underlines that
enhancing catchment retentiveness is key, as water – by stimulating biological productivity – increases
the accumulation of carbon and circulation of nutrients, thus preventing nutrients from leaking into
water and the atmosphere and avoiding eutrophication and toxic algae blooms;
28)
Underlines that the Common
Agriculture Policy, the Nitrates Directive,
and the Plant Protection Product
Regulation should be harmonised with
the WFD, aiming at the reduction of nonsource
pollution
(nitrogen
and
phosphorus), which has recently been
generating 20-50% of the nutrient load to
lakes, reservoirs and coastal zones. This
can be achieved by constructing highly
effective land-water ecotone zones,
consisting
of
denitrification
and
geochemical barriers.
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Highly Efficiency Buffering Zone (HEBZ) - Project EKOROB - Ecotones for reducing diffuse pollution (LIFE08
ENV/PL/000519), awarded by the European Commission in 2018 as BEST LIFE ENVIRONMENT PROJECT 2016-2017.

29) Stresses that because storm water in urban areas may generate 1020% of the nutrient pollutants load in the catchment, the effective
mitigation of this impact can be achieved by low-cost advanced EH-NBS,
such as sequential sedimentation-biofiltration systems and hybrid
systems which integrate traditional hydrotechnical infrastructure with
the EH-NBS;

Hybrid System – Project EH-REK - Ecohydrologic rehabilitation of recreational reservoirs “Arturówek” (Łódź) as a model
approach to rehabilitation of urban reservoirs (LIFE08 ENV/PL/000517), awarded by the European Commission in 2018
as BEST OF THE BEST ENVIRONMENT PROJECT 2016-2017.

Considering the impact, neglected up until now, which reduces the rate of achieving good ecological status
freshwater ecosystems, especially small and medium sewage treatment plants have to be recognized as
having a permanent problem with their gradual decline in efficiency. This is why the EH-NBS - Sequential
Sedimentation Biofiltration systems have been recommended, for the reduction of pollutants pulses at
outflows.
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Hybrid System for improvement of wastewater treatment plant efficiency (Kiedrzyńska et al. 2017).

