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EU trade agreements with third countries cover more than 70 markets over the world and offer new
opportunities for EU companies, including SMEs. Almost 36 million jobs depend on EU exports, of
which at least 6 million have been created directly by exporting SMEs. Europe, more than most other
world regions, depends on access to foreign markets for its prosperity, and this trend will only increase
further: 90% of world growth will be generated outside the EU by 2020.
The growth opportunities opened with those trade agreements will not fully materialize without their full
implementation. Despite recent noteworthy improvements in getting the benefits of trade agreements to
our European businesses, the interplay between the relevant actors still needs to be further strengthened.
Still too many European businesses are not aware of the EU trade agreements, and are not sufficiently
well instructed how to use them in practice.
Chambers of commerce and regional authorities are essential elements to improving implementation
across the EU as they are closest to local businesses and able to provide information relevant to the
regional characteristics.
The workshop will be an opportunity to look into what hurdles are encountered in the member states,
regions, and among the SME community in relation to implementation of FTAs and the challenges for a
more effective implementation. In light of the announced focus of the upcoming Commission on
improving implementation of trade agreements, the workshop will also look into the role that each level
of government could play in that regard. After the presentation of the main findings of the CoR EUROCHAMBRES survey on the implementation of FTAs and the EPRS analysis on Implementation
of CETA, a panel debate will focus on the possible avenues for improving the uptake of existing EU trade
agreements by SMEs in all EU member states and regions and thus for making trade and globalisation
work as an engine for sustainable growth, employment and industrial renewal.

________________

13:30-14:00

Registration

14:00-14:15

Welcome
Wouter Van Gulck, General Manager, Federation of Belgian Chambers of Commerce
Michael Murphy, rapporteur for the CoR opinion on 'Implementation of Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs): The regional and local perspective', European Committee of the
Regions
Setting the scene:

14:15-14:25

Key findings of the COR - EUROCHAMBRES survey on the implementation of
trade agreements, Effrosyni Kossyvaki, policy officer, Commission for Economic
Policy (ECON), European Committee of the Regions, and Dominic Boucsein, Head of
International Trade and Foreign Policy, EUROCHAMBRES

14:25-14:50

Introduction of In-Depth Analysis of CETA implementation by HoU Monika Nogaj,
External Policies Unit, EPRS; Presentation of findings by Jana Titievskaia, Trade
Analyst, External Policies Unit, EPRS and Ioannis Zachariadis, Economic Policies
Unit, EPRS

14:50-16:00

Panel debate: Implementation of EU Trade agreements – how can SMEs and
regions profit more?

Moderator

Michael Murphy, rapporteur for the CoR opinion on 'Implementation of Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs): The regional and local perspective', European Committee of the
Regions

Panellists

16:00-16:15

Geraldine Emberger, Senior Advisor on FTA Implementation, Directorate G - Trade
Strategy and Analysis, Market Access, DG Trade
Anna-Michelle Asimakopoulou, MEP, Vice-Chair of INTA committee
Stephane Lambert, Head of Trade, Economy, Science, Canadian Mission to the EU
Sanna Selin, Counsellor Trade Policy, Chair of Trade Policy Committee, Permanent
Representation of Finland to the EU
Dominic Boucsein, Head of International Trade and Foreign Policy, EUROCHAMBRES
Closing remarks
Bert Kuby, Head of Unit, Commission for Economic Policy (ECON), European
Committee of the Regions

