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BACKGROUND

The Interreg Mediterranean Biodiversity Protection Community (MBPC)  is organising a three-
day interactive event to share the results of several years of work including tools, experiences, 
lessons learnt and best practices from the community that will contribute to regional 
biodiversity conservation and climate agendas’ goals.
The event will showcase collaborative environmental science, management and policy 
achievements of this wide Mediterranean community engaged in cooperative actions that 
focused on biodiversity conservation and global change resilience. 
The event setting includes multiple formats of a blend of formal sessions, to interactive 
platforms and workshops to showcase results and engaging corners to ensure networking 
among stakeholders and uptake from regional actors and decision-makers.
On the one hand, through interactive activities, participants will be encouraged to discuss how 
the presented outputs can be adopted to meet the needs of regional political and sectoral 
agendas on biodiversity conservation and climate change. On the other hand, targeted 
discussions will take place to uptake key available solutions that would support global, 
European, and Mediterranean agendas and strategies.
Furthermore, this event will present future governance-related actions and initiatives for 
the coming years, focusing on their alignment with the EU’s and other regional and global 
sustainability targets.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

The agenda will include interactive networking and official acts involving biodiversity 
managers, territorial planners, decision makers and researchers and representatives from 
biodiversity- and climate-related sectoral organisations, across local and regional scales 

and all those people and organisations interested in biodiversity protection and sustainable 
natural resource management in the Mediterranean region.

The Mediterranean Biodiversity Protection Community project (2019-2022) is a continuation of the PANACeA 
project (2016 to 2019) with an aim to advance networking and management efforts inside and outside 
protected areas (PAs) in the region. The community brings together over 350 key public and private players by 
mainstreaming management efforts for environmental sustainability and increasing the impact of biodiversity 
protection projects towards common identified strategic goals.

November 2 – 4, 2022 – Brussels
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WHAT TOPICS WILL BE ADDRESSED

The objective of this final event, counting on decision-makers and regional actors as target 
audience, is to address biodiversity-related policy needs to effectively address biodiversity-
related management and induce transformative change through a guided tour on 
effective tested tools, solutions, and experiences in hand.

• What are the biodiversity and climate-related management needs and how can they 
be addressed to ensure effective regional conservation? 

• How can managers and decision makers be supported through existing tools 

• How can different social and economic sectors be effectively engaged to mainstream  
conservation into sectoral policies and practices while tackling climate change and human 
pressure impacts 

• How can the adoption of effective measures for sustainable development be promoted 
at all spatial scales / be upscaled and what are the enabling factors? 

• What is the status quo of ecosystem restoration and Nature based solutions efforts 
in the region? 
 
 

DRAFT AGENDA

2 November 2022
Venue: Brussels – THON Hotel EU,
Rue de la Loi 75, B-1040 Brussels

  

16.00 – 19:00   Community building and networking 

  15.45-16.15 – Welcome coffee
  16.15 – 18.00 - Interactive ice-breaking session
  18.00 – 19.00 – warm-up cocktail
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3 November 2022
Venue: European Committee of the Regions
Bȃtiment Jacques Delors, Rue Belliard 99/101
1040 Brussels 

  9.00 – 9.30   WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION - Room JDE51

• Adrian Zittelli - Murcia region
• Francesca Marcato - EUROMED Programme representative
• Dania Abdul Malak - ETC-UMA Director / MBPC Representative

  
  9.30 – 11.00   SESSION I: Nature-based solutions as an answer to the biodiversity and climate crisis in the
  Mediterranean region - Room JDE51

This session highlights the latest evidence on the status of Mediterranean ecosystems vis-á-vis 
global change issues in the region and addresses transferable Nature-based solutions at hand to 
overcome such impacts and to ensure socio-ecological resilience. The session outputs highlight 
cross cutting success factors, gaps and barriers, as well as key actions 
for adopting and scaling up NbS in the region 

Moderator: Anouska Kinahan 

Setting the stage: Wolfgang Cramer, Directeur de Recherche CNRS / co-founder of MedECC 

Roundtable followed by Q/A 
• Stéphanie Oudin - Région Sud
• Carole Martinez - MedPAN
• Giancarlo Gusmaroli - Senior Environmental expert 
• Sylvain Petit - SMILO 

  
11.00 - 11.15 coffee break - JDE51 room entrance
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  11.15 – 13.00   SESSION II: Balancing sectoral activities and ecosystem integrity: effective measures to  
  mainstream sustainable coexistence between nature and economic development at cross-boundary le 
  vel: EU and Mediterranean examples - Room JDE51

This session showcases successful global governance settings that proved to be effective in 
ensuring a functional transboundary system to use natural resources sustainably and presents 
the proposed transboundary governance plan for the South Adriatic Ionian Sea – Ecologically 
and Biologically Significant Area (SAIS-EBSA). The session outputs highlight cross cutting success 
factors, gaps and barriers, as well as key actions for strengthening and scaling up transboundary 
governance and cooperation.

Moderator: Anouska Kinahan

Setting the stage: Peter Mackelworth, Marine Institute - Croatia

Roundtable followed by Q/A   

• Khalil Attia - SPA/RAC Director (online)   
• Caterina Fortuna - ISPRA
• Iztok Škerlič - Coodinator EUSAIR Facility Point (tbc)
• Djina Bulatovic and Ivana Stojanovic - Ministry of Ecology, Spatial Planning and Urbanism 
       of Montenegro (online)

 

  13.00 – 14.00 Lunch break / Atrium - exhibition area: A Community for Mediterranean Restoration

  14.00 – 15.45 SESSION III: From best practices in restoration to upscaling nature restoration measures
  such as rewilding, restoring artificial areas, or removing pollution to allow nature to recover in the
  Mediterranean - ATRIUM- 5th floor

Interactive session on best practices on ecosystem restoration and rewilding needs in the 
Mediterranean. Presenting the best practices catalogue on restoration and inviting sites to 
showcase their main achievements
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The session will focus on ecosystem restoration and rewilding needs in the Mediterranean. 
It showcases transferable ecosystem restoration and rewilding efforts underway in the 
Mediterranean region and showcases the economic feasibility of such actions as well as the 
tangible socio-economic benefits they bring to the local population. The session outputs give 
visibility to side level rewilding and restoration success factors and underpins remaining gaps, 
barriers and actions for scaling up.

Moderator: Anouska Kinahan

• Christophe Besacier  - Task Force of the UN Decade on restoration best practices (online) 
• Mykhailo Nesterenko - Rewilding Ukraine 
 
Best practices case studies: the MBPC catalogue 

• Elena Tagliani, Emilia Romagna Region, Italy
• Pablo Vera, Servicio Devesa-Albufera, Spain
• Lina Sarkis, Shouf Biosphere Reserve, Lebanon
• Luigi Cipriani, Regione Toscana, Italy
• Anamari Nikić and Dijana Došljak, Special Nature Reserve Tivatska solila, Montenegro
• David León and Alejandro Terrón, HyT, Spain

  15.45 – 17.00   SESSION IV:  Viable ways to create enabling environment for nature positive economy 
  in the Mediterranean : Identifying needs and ways for investing in biodiversity conservation - Room JDE51

This session informs about existing ways that ensure biodiversity is properly presented in 
economic reform agendas at different scales. It showcases concrete ongoing efforts to include 
nature conservation in biodiversity finance plans as positive mechanisms to conserve ecosystems. 
Examples include providing services such as those underpinning ecosystem-based adaptation to 
climate change and nature-based solutions, to sustainable developments through investments, 
regulations, and management regimes. The session outputs include approaches to investing 
in biodiversity and its co-benefits for other sectors and views on investment priorities and 
opportunities 

Moderator: Anouska Kinahan

Setting the stage: Joachim Maes, DG Regio - Accounting for ecosystems and their services in the 
European Union 

• Joachim Maes, DG Regio - Accounting for ecosystems and their services in the European Union
• Shana Vida Gavron, Endangered wildlife OU
• Andras Krolopp - National Biodiversity Finance Planning TNC
• Marie Aude Sevin, BlueSeeds 
• Torsten Thiele - Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies

 17.00 – 17.15   Conclusions – key recommendations of the day - Room JDE51
                              Moderator : Dania Abdul Malak, ETC-UMA

  18.00 – 19.00   Cocktail - ATRIUM – 5th Floor
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4 November 2022 from 9.30 – 12.30 hrs
Venue: European Committee of the Regions
Batiment Jacques Delors, Rue Belliard 99/101
1040 Brussels

SEArica event on Biodiversity conservation in the Mediterranean
Solutions to upscale EU biodiversity conservation policies

On  22  June  2022,  the  European  Commission  published  its  proposal  for  a  Nature  Restoration  Law, 
setting an overarching target of restoring 20% of the EU’s land and sea area by 2030 and all ecosystems 
in  need  of  restoration  by  2050.  This  proposal  comes  at  a  time  when  binding  targets  and  concrete 
commitments and actions to restore  nature and stop biodiversity loss are extremely necessary. This 
Regulation will require Member States to develop National Restoration Plans and will influence public 
authorities at national, regional and local level, as they would play a role in mapping and assessment 
of ecosystems and their services, and in planning, funding, implementing and monitoring restoration 
programmes.  
 
In addition, other fundamental EU policies related to the marine environment are under review and 
evaluation, as the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, to be  revised by 2023, following an impact 
assessment  and  consultations  with  experts  and  stakeholders  and  the  Maritime  Spatial  Planning 
Directive, whose implementation was the object of a report published in May 2022 by the EC.  
 
With this event, organised back-to-back with the Mediterranean Biodiversity Protection Community 
(MBPC),  the  SEArica  Intergroup  aims  at  up-taking  policy  recommendations  from  the  MBPC  project 
focusing on the mainstreaming of biodiversity conservation into marine and maritime policies.

  9:00 – 9:30 Registration in loco 

  9:30 – 9:45 Opening session - Room JDE51:

• Opening speech by MEP Rosa Estaràs Ferragut (tbc) 

• Dania Abdul Malak, ETC-UMA, MBPC project leader -Key messages of the Mediterranean Biodiversity   
  Protection Community’s transformative change policy paper –Viable uptake to feed policy developments   
  at the EU, national and international level. Recommendations from a Mediterranean perspective

  9:45 – 11:00 SESSION 1: Area-based nature conservation actions and the review of marine and maritime     
  EU policies - Room JDE51

Moderator: Elodie Nunes, CPMR Intermediterranean Commission Executive Secretary

Keynote speech by Mr Laurent Markovic, Policy officer, Zero Pollution - Marine Environment & Clean Water 
Services, DG ENV. C.2

• Ms Elisabetta Balzi, Head of the Healthy Oceans and Seas Unit, DG RTD; 
• Ms Céline Frank, Policy Officer-Blue Economy, Maritime Space and Environment,Blue Economy    

                        Sectors, Aquaculture and Maritime Spatial PlanningUnit, DG MARE
• Ms Tatjana Hema, UNEP/MAP coordinator, Constituents of the “healthy, clean, sustainable, and 

                       climate resilient Mediterranean Sea and coast” 2022 -2027 vision (online);  
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Feedback from: 

• Ms Milena Kapa, Secretary of the Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial  
                        Planning, Parliament of Montenegro, showcasing national efforts in nature conservation 
                        and their transferability. 

• François Guerquin, Director, Plan Bleu; Wetland ecosystems restoration in the Mediterranean     
                        and link with Nature restoration Law proposal

Reactions round: MEP Cyrus Engerer  (online) 

11:00 – 11.15 Short Coffee Break – JDE51 room entrance

11:15 – 12:20 SESSION 2: Territorial cooperation answers to respond to urgent biodiversity challenges  -  
Regional solutions for improved conservation - JDE51 room   

Keynote speech by Mr Slawomir Tokarski, Deputy Director-General for Implementation and International 
Relations, European Territorial Cooperation, Macro-regions, Interreg and Programme Implementation (DG REGIO) 
(tbc) 
 
Multilevel authorities' representatives:  

• Adrian Zittelli, , Director-General for European Union Affairs for the Region of Murcia, Region    
                       Murcia, on ecosystem restoration;

• Puglia Region, on marine pollution management
• Pedro Figueiredo, Head of division of projects coordination and institutional networks,  Norte        

                       Region, contribution from another sea-basin on the topic of biodiversity protection and     
                       interregional cooperation (online)

• Josep Canals, Secretary General, MedCities 

Representatives from cooperation programmes and institutional frameworks:  

• Tarja Richard, Director, Region Sud, Interreg EuroMed programme managing authority (online);
• Roberto Raimondi, Director, ENI CBC MED managing authority (tbc) (online)
• Alessandra Sensi, Environment, Green and Blue Economy , Head of Sector, UfM Water Environment 

and Blue Economy Division
• Lourdes Lázaro Marín, Corporate Department Coordinator, IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation (tbc) 
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  12:20 – 12:30 CONCLUSION: Engaging a wider and stronger community of EBM supporting multilevel     
  stakeholders to foster EU maritime and marine policies - JDE51 room entrance

Ms Dania Abdul Malak, ETC-UMA, MBPC project leader 

MEP Rosa Estaràs Ferragut (tbc)

 
  13.00 – 14.00 Lunch break / Atrium - exhibition area: 

  

  
  14.00 -16.30 Interactive transferability session

  14.00 - 15.00  Interactive transferability session: Strengthening the capacities of Mediterranean     
  stakeholders for healthier Mediterranean ecosystems - JDE51 room erase entrance

Demonstration and uptake session focused on tools and lessons learnt from the MBPC and ENSERES communities 
and showcasing the applications of solutions at local scale

Moderator: Anouska Kinahan

Welcome and introduction by MBPC and ENSERES representatives - JDE51 room entrance 

• Josep Canals, Secretary General, MedCities: The need to bring nature to cities and people
• Carole Martinez, MedPAN: Stronger together – networking for effective coastal and marine protection
• Saba Guellouz, SPA-RAC, SPAMI List as a tool to promote cooperation and strengthen marine and coastal 

protected areas
• Mohamed Wajdi - Municipality of Sfax and Ali Badreddine - Tyre Coast Nature Reserve -A new dialogue 

between authorities and MPAs: the cases of Sfax in Tunisia and Tyre in Lebanon
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  15.10 - 16.25  The Mediterranean Market on Biodiversity protection - ATRIUM -  5th floor

Geospatial tools:  visualizing data to assist decision making

• ETC-UMA representative - Mediterranean Biodiversity Knowledge Platform: Integrating and sharing 
knowledge (e.g. tools catalogue, MPA story maps, MedBioLitter dashboard)

• Federica Foglini, CNR-ISMAR -  Explore Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas with the AMARE Plus 
Geoportal

Management support tools: participatory approaches

• Piera Pala - MedSea Foundation, Maristanis wetland contracts and restoration tools
• Luca Santarossa –  FishMPABlue2PLUS, Governance toolkit for managing small-scale fisheries in Marine 

Protected Areas
• Giancarlo Gusmaroli - Environmental contracts in action 

Monitoring tools: understanding biodiversity changes and impacts

• Béchir Béjaoui & Olfa Helali- National Institute of Marine Sciences and technologies, Co-Evolve4BG- 
Sustainable tourism monitoring 

• Andrea Blaskovic - MPA Engage partner, Brijuni National Park - Monitoring climate change in marine 
protected areas 

Capacity building: learning and sharing

• Carole Martínez, MedPAN - Networking and capacity building among MPAs
• Jordi Juárez, CPMR – EuroMed-Academy: Get involved to learn how to act for better preserving the 

Mediterranean biodiversity 

  16.25- 16.30 Closing remarks by host or MBPC partner– regional representative
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