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The Addis Ababa Action Agenda1 recognises science, technology and innovation 
as a means to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Starting in 
November 2018, the European Commission's Joint Research Centre (JRC) has 
been working to share the EU experience on Smart Specialisation (S3) 
Strategies as one of the global methodologies for Science, Technology and 
Innovation (STI) Roadmaps for the achievement of SDGs, with a distinctive 
localised (place-based) approach and widespread application across EU regions. 
At the same time, there has been a growing interest in adopting S3 as a 
reference approach to localised innovation-led transformation agendas in a 
number of countries across the globe, as well as an increasing focus on SDGs 
as key framework for setting targets and ambitions. 

 

This workshop, organised in cooperation with the European Committee of the 
Regions and UN – Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), will 
bring together the two perspectives mentioned above: firstly, on 5 March, it 
will summarise the challenges and achievements in implementing S3 as 
localised roadmaps for transformation and for the achievement of the SDGs. 
Secondly, on 6 March, it will bring together UN stakeholders including UN-
DESA, UNIDO, UNESCO, UNCTAD, and countries involved in the UN Global Pilot 
Programme on STI Roadmaps for SDGs2 to discuss the progress in testing the 
emerging global methodologies and tackling sustainability challenges in the 
context of rapid technological change. 

 

The event will bring together high-level speakers from EU and UN institutions, 
EU Member States and regions, the UN global pilot programme countries, 
other international institutions as well as experts and practitioners. 

                                                           
1 https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/AAAA_Outcome.pdf  
2 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/tfm#roadmaps  



5 March 

Open registration workshop with participation of Global Pilot 
Programme countries 

  

8:30 – 9:00 Registration of participants and welcome coffee 
  

9:00 – 9:30 

 
Official welcome 
 
 

  

 

 
  

9:30 – 9:50 
 
Keynote address 
 

  

  

  

9:50 – 10:30 

 
United Nations perspective: Science, technology and Innovation 
Roadmaps for Sustainable Development Goals 
 

  

 
  

10:30 –11:00 

 
Panel presentations: Global efforts to mobilise Science, 
Technology and Innovation for Sustainable Development Goals 

 
  

Creating global STI alliances for Sustainable Development Goals 
the UN 10 Member Advisory Group on the Technology Facilitation 
Mechanism,  

 
Sustainability check for STI policies – Is your innovation good for 
the planet? 

Institute for Sustainable Resources, University College London 
 
Smart specialisation and Place-based STI Roadmaps for SDGs – 
the EU Experience 

Joint Research Centre, European Commission 
 
Moderation: JRC 
Discussion 



 
  

11:00 –11:30 Coffee break 
  

11:30 –13:00 

 
Panel discussion around examples of localised (place-based) STI 
roadmaps for transformation 
Presentations of local, regional and national applications of Smart 
Specialisation as a localised and transformative STI Roadmap for SDGs 
 

  
Cases tbc  
National level:  
Regional level:  
Local level:  
International partnerships:  
 
Moderation: JRC 
 

13:00 –14:30 Lunch break and Poster session 

 
  

14:30 –15:30 

 
Roundtable of EC services: Innovation for sustainable 
transformation and development 
 

  

15:30 –16:00 Coffee break 

  

16:50 –17:00 
 
Parallel sessions on implementing challenges  
 

  
 Towards Sustainable Smart Specialisation Strategies – how 

can we make S3 greener? 
 

 Upscaling cooperation and developing partnerships on 
localised STI Roadmaps for SDGs 

 
 How to monitor progress towards the SDGs: the approach 

towards policy-relevant Voluntary Local Reviews 
 

Moderation:  
Rapporteur(s): tbc 

 
  

17:00 –17:30 
 
Wrap-up session and Closing remarks  
 

 Parallel session rapporteurs feed in 

 

17:30 –19:00 Networking cocktail 



 

6 March 

Meeting of UN-IATT Global Pilot Programme  

9:30 – 10:00 Registration of participants and welcome coffee 
  

10:00 –10:15 
 
Official welcome and setting the scene  
 

  
UN-DESA 

 

10:15 –10:30 
 
Keynote speech  
 

  
Grasping rapid technological change and emerging 
technologies for sustainability 

 

10:30 –12:00 

 
Country progress in the UN-IATT Global Pilot Programme  
Country presentations  
 

  
Moderation: tbc 
Discussion 

 

12:00 –12:30 Coffee break 

 
  

12:30 –13:30 
 
Conclusions on the country progress and next steps 
 

  
 
Moderation: JRC 
Discussion 

  

13:30 –14:30 Coffee break 
  

 


