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“ Over the last 20 years, the EPP 
Group in the Committee of the Regions 
together with the European People’s Party 
joined forces to strengthen the European 
regions as key actors in the EU to respond 
to the vital need for better law-making, 
better governance, a Europe built from 
bottom-up with regions and cities and 
a strong European and local democracy 
to reduce the democratic deficit.”

Michael SCHNEIDER 
President, EPP Group

“ The ECR Group has been working 
for greater localism, better governance 
and growth and jobs. As the newest 
addition to the CoR political scene, I am 
proud to say that we have achieved key 
milestones that have brought us closer 
to these objectives. We will continue 
working hard to keep in close touch 
with local and regional experiences and 
to ensure that EU decisions correspond 
to the reality on the ground.”

Gordon KEYMER CBE 
President, ECR Group 

“ Starting off in 1997 the group 
of the European Liberal Democrat and 
Reform Party (ELDR), became the Alliance 
of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 
(ALDE) in February 2005 when it enlarged 
its political representation to include 
also the European Democratic Party 
(EDP).The liberals and democrats have 
always taken seriously the responsibility 
to bring Europe closer to the citizen, as 
demonstrated by our many innovative 
initiatives over the years, and under my 
leadership we continue to push from the 
subnational perspective for a Europe which 
is responsive to the citizens in terms of 
accountability, efficiency, and effectiveness.” 

Bas Verkerk  
President, ALDE Group

“ In the twenty years of its existence, 
the Committee of the Regions has gained 
considerable institutional and political 
clout in the European decision-making 
scene thanks also to the work of its 
political groups, which have been bridging 
the gap between local and regional 
political realities on the one hand and the 
European political sphere on the other.

The Group of the Party of European 
Socialists (PES) is determined to 
pursue its key political priorities, that 

is, turning territorial cohesion into 
reality so that no European region is left 
behind, and prioritising a fair economic 
governance that empowers regions and 
cities to invest in public services and 
in job creation and that opposes the 
indiscriminate application of austerity 
measures in the wake of the crisis.” 

Karl-Heinz Lambertz 
President, PES Group

“ For nearly 20 years the European 
Alliance group has worked for CoR 
member’s working for more identity of 
their Nations, Regions, Languages and 
Culture, for those members wishing 
for a balanced urban – rural agenda, 
for those who have a clear view in long 
term sustainable social, environmental 
development can be achieved.  Our 
youth have also been to the focus of 
our policies. These remain in our core 
values of which we are proud.”

Dr Uno Silberg  
President, EA Group

Uno SILBERG, Johannes HAHN, Karl-Heinz LAMBERTZ, José Manuel BARROSO, Michael SCHNEIDER, Ramon Luis VALCÁRCEL, Bas VERKERK, Mercedes BRESSO, Gordon KEYMER
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Foreword 

by the President of the Committee of the Regions

Twenty years ago the Committee of the Regions (CoR) held its inaugural plenary session in Brussels on the 9-10 March 
1994. The hopes for this new institutional body, gathering regional and local representatives at EU level, were high and the 
challenges for the new interlocutor on the Brussels scene were great. 

In twenty years, the role of the Committee of the Regions has developed from a body consulted on a limited number of 
topics into the guarantor of local and regional involvement and multilevel governance in the European decision-making 
process. It has become the guardian of the subsidiarity principle, the fierce promoter of greater territorial cooperation and 
a defender of the EU’s fundamental values within the European Union and beyond. Today the other institutions, Member 
States, multiple international organisations and above all the EU’s 92,500 regional and local authorities all recognise the 
CoR’s political role and ability to influence decision making. Clearly the CoR is now a reliable partner in a wide variety of 
initiatives fostering sustainable, smart and inclusive growth, whilst promoting greater territorial cohesion in Europe.

I can only rejoice in the publication of this brochure since it testifies that a challenging idea to better link “the EU institutions 
in Brussels” and the citizens of Europe via a strong assembly composed of regional and local representatives that helps to 
shape EU legislation has proved successful over time. In many occasions the action radius of the CoR has even surpassed 
the expectations. Highlighting the milestones of our shared history, this booklet is a testimony of our successes and 
provides for further inspiration on the future tasks and role of the CoR as a political institution. At the dawn of its 20th 
anniversary the CoR concluded a cooperation agreement with the European Parliament. This milestone marks the start of 
a new era during which we can expect an even further intensified cooperation between the two political assemblies of the 
EU. Clearly the role of the CoR political groups is quintessence in this respect.

We must continue our journey together with perseverance and give this institution the merit and appropriate standing it 
deserves in a stronger Europe that is better connected to its regions and cities. 

Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso 
President of the Committee of the Regions



The Committee of the Regions emerges on 
the European scene as a consultative body 

1992 – 2000

1
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The Committee of the Regions (CoR) was officially established in 1992 

under the Maastricht Treaty, but its foundations can, arguably, be traced 

back to more than 30 years earlier through a proposal by the European 

Parliamentary Assembly (forerunner of the European Parliament) on 9 May 

1960 to set up a consultative committee on regional economies.

Taking regions and cities into account for the first time: the 
Consultative Council of Regional and Local Authorities

However, it was not until the 1986 Single European Act that the idea of an advisory body composed of representatives 
of regional and local authorities really began to take shape. The Single European Act recognised the important role of 
regional development in achieving a fully functioning single market, underlining the strong link between economic and 
social cohesion.  In order to implement its new development policy competences, the Commission launched a series of 
programmes involving sub-national authorities. This marked the start of dialogue between the Community institutions 
and local authorities which has, ever since, been key to the process of European integration. Being able to address a body 
fully representative of all the different territories was crucial to improving the effectiveness of this dialogue. On 24 June 
1988, therefore, the European Commission set up the Consultative Council of Regional and Local Authorities, thereby 
inaugurating the method of consultation with intermediary levels of government. This, in turn, paved the way for the CoR 
by providing territorial authorities with a European forum on issues relating to regional development. 

The European Union needs a genuine political assembly which represents the 
full range of its territories: the Committee of the Regions is born

The fact that the Commission was responsible for nominating members meant that the independence and 
representativeness of the Consultative Council of Regional and Local Authorities was constrained. Moreover, its opinions 
were not binding.

Keen to manage political diversity effectively and to strengthen the Union’s democratic legitimacy, on 21 October 1990 the 
Commission published an opinion calling for the setting up of a consultative body which would be genuinely representative 
of the regions.  The Commission saw a “Europe of the Regions” as a key pillar of the integration process.

The European Council of Rome on 14-15 December 1990 noted the importance which certain Member States – notably 
Germany, Belgium and Spain - attached to consulting regional and local authorities as part of the EU decision-making 
process. 

The subsequent Intergovernmental Conference (IGC) negotiations and strong efforts particularly by regions with legislative 
powers culminated in a decision by the European Council of Maastricht on 9-10 December 1991 to establish the CoR. In 
addition to the Treaty stipulating an advisory capacity to the Council and Commission, the heads of state and government 
envisaged the Committee playing a dual role: to help shape European legislation, and to act as a direct link between the 
European institutions in Brussels and the citizens of Europe.

The Committee of the Regions emerges on 
the European scene as a consultative body 
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The CoR strengthens its democratic legitimacy and organises itself around political groups

Since its establishment, the CoR has been seeking to consolidate its position within the European institutional system 
through greater cooperation with the EU institutions. Under the Amsterdam Treaty it received increased administrative 
autonomy and extended the scope of its obligatory consultation. The Nice Treaty further strengthened its democratic 
legitimacy by stipulating that all CoR members were to either hold a regional or local authority electoral mandate or be 
accountable to an elected assembly.

Over this initial period of its history, the Committee of the Regions focused its consultative activities, already organised 
around the four of the five current political groups (Party of European Socialists (PES), European People’s Party (EPP), Alliance 
of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE), European Alliance (EA), and European Conservatives and Reformists Group 
(ECR Group) which joined in 2013) and the national delegations on major political and institutional topics: subsidiarity and 
the role of the CoR in defending it, the brand new cohesion policy and the role of local and regional authorities in the single 
market. Having focused on these issues from the outset, the Committee has continued to develop them ever since. The 
CoR also works to support regional and local democracy in countries applying for EU membership.

The political groups have played a crucial role in defining the political priorities of the Committee of the Regions from the 
start. Not only do they take the lead when appointing rapporteurs and organising the Plenary Session debates, they are 
also responsible for the coordination of resolutions and declarations. Moreover, initial working relations with the European 
Parliament were established at political group level.
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The CommiTTee of The Regions emeRges on The euRopean sCene as a ConsulTaTive body (1992 – 2000)

19941992

expertise and influence.” DELORS says the 
CoR had two key responsibilities: first, 
to strengthen the feeling of “belonging” 
among ordinary people; and second, 
to alert the European institutions to 
the risks of any sort of backsliding.

The Plenary, which is also attended 
by European Parliament President 
Egon KLEPSCH, establishes eight 
commissions, four sub-commissions 
and a commission for institutional 
affairs to prepare the CoR’s opinions.

9-10 March 1994

The CoR holds its inaugural plenary 
session in Brussels. Jacques BLANC (EPP/
FR), leader of the Languedoc-Roussillon 
regional council, is elected as the first 
President, with Pasqual MARAGALL I MIRA 
(PES/ES) as First Vice-President. Addressing 
the meeting, European Commission 
President Jacques DELORS states that 
the CoR’s calling must be to strengthen 
the democratic legitimacy of the Union. 
“Because of the extraordinary diversity 
of its make-up, the Committee of the 
Regions will be a unique piece on the 
institutional chess board. It will be able 
to exert a very special power based on 

7 February 1992 

The CoR is officially established by the 
Maastricht Treaty, otherwise known as the 
“Treaty on European Union”.  Article 198a 
of the Treaty stated that the Committee 
would have 189 members, who would 
“be completely independent in the 
performance of their duties, in the general 
interest of the Community”. Committee 
members and an equal number of 
alternate members would be appointed 
for a four-year term by the Council, 
acting unanimously on proposals from 
Member States. Article 198c required 
the Council or European Commission 
to consult the CoR in five Community 
policy areas of regional concern: — social and economic cohesion; — public health; — trans-European networks in 

the field of transport, energy 
and telecommunications; — education and youth; — culture.

The Committee could also produce 
opinions on its own initiative on any 
matter where it considered that specific 
regional interests were involved. A 
Treaty protocol (No 16) lays down 
that the CoR was to have a common 
organisational structure with the 
Economic and Social Committee. 

9-10 March 1994  |  Jacques BLANC, leader of the Languedoc-Roussillon 
regional council, is elected first President of the CoR
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Milestones in the history of the CoMMittee of the regions

Their remits are: — Commission 1: economic 
development, local and 
regional finances  — Subcommission 1: local 
and regional finances — Commission 2: spatial planning, 
agriculture, hunting, fisheries, forestry, 
marine environment and upland areas — Subcommission 2: tourism 
and rural areas — Commission 3: transport and 
communications network — Subcommission 3: 
telecommunications — Commission 4: urban policies — Commission 5: land use planning, 
environment and energy — Commission 6: education and training — Commission 7: citizen‘s 
Europe, research, culture, 
youth and consumers — Subcommission 7: youth and sport — Commission 8: economic 
and social cohesion, social 
policy and public health.

In its first year of operation, 
the CoR produces 40 opinions, 
half at its own initiative.

9-10 March 1994  |  European Commission President Jacques DELORS attends the CoR‘s inaugural Plenary Session
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The CommiTTee of The Regions emeRges on The euRopean sCene as a ConsulTaTive body (1992 – 2000)

1995

21 April 1995

The landmark opinion on the Revision 
of the Treaty on European Union, better 
known as the “Pujol  Report” after its 
rapporteur Jordi PUJOL (ALDE/ES), the 
Catalan President, underscores the 
CoR‘s future aims and ambitions. PUJOL 
calls for the CoR to become the EU’s 
“subsidiarity watchdog” and for a right 
to initiate annulment proceedings 
at the European Court of Justice if it 
believes its own rights or the subsidiarity 
principle  are being abused. 

1 January 1995

The number of CoR members 
increases to 222 following the 
accession of Austria, Finland and 
Sweden to the European Union.

1-2 February 1995

The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats 
for Europe (ALDE – formerly ELDR), with 
Peter ROSCAM ABBING (NL) as its first 
President, and the European Alliance 
(EA) group with Eurig WYN (UK) as the 
first President of its group are formally 
recognised in the CoR at its sixth plenary.

12 March 1994

The first staff members of the 
CoR Secretariat are installed in 
the “Galerie Ravenstein” complex 
in the centre of Brussels.

15-16 November 1994

Although they were present in the 
first plenaries, the European People‘s 
Party group (EPP), under the Presidency 
of Jozef CHABERT (BE), and Party of 
European Socialists group (PES), under 
the presidency of Laurette ONKELINX 
(BE), are formally recognised in the 
CoR at its fifth plenary session. 

9-10 December 1994

The CoR calls on the EU heads of 
state and government, meeting 
at the Essen Summit, to clarify 
their definition of subsidiarity.

1994  |  In its first year of operation, the CoR produces 40 opinions, half at its own initiative.
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Milestones in the history of the CoMMittee of the regions

1996

20-21 March 1996

Pasqual MARAGALL I MIRA (PES/ES), 
Mayor of Barcelona, is elected President 
of the CoR. He pledges to focus on 
building a transparent, legitimate 
internal organisation and for the CoR 
to be given institutional status.

20 March 1996

The CoR adopts the opinion on the 
White Paper on Education and Training 
- Teaching and Learning: towards the 
learning society by Rapporteurs Margareta 
WALLIN-JOHANSSON (EPP/SE) and Irma 
PEIPONEN (PES/FI) that is to become 
one of the major pillars of the CoR’s 
contribution to the discussions at the EU 
level on learning, training and innovation. 
For the CoR, it is important to focus on the 
central role of education and training for 
personal development and the capacity 
to take part in social and civic life.

May 1996

The CoR secretariat moves into the 
Ardenne building in the heart of the 
European quarter in Brussels, and 
close to the European Parliament.

20 July 1995

Addressing the plenary session, 
European Parliament President Klaus 
HÄNSCH hails the CoR as a “major 
political assembly”, adding that the 
Committee and Parliament “are not 
competitors but partners, with a 
complementary role”. HÄNSCH supports 
the CoR’s request for Parliament to be 
allowed to ask it to deliver opinions.

21 September 1995

European Commission President Jacques 
SANTER, addressing the CoR plenary, 
stresses the crucial role of the Committee 
in ensuring the smooth functioning of 
European democracy, to close the gap 
between Brussels and the ordinary citizen. 

20-21 March 1996  |  Pasqual MARAGALL I MIRA, 
Mayor of Barcelona, is elected CoR President
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The CommiTTee of The Regions emeRges on The euRopean sCene as a ConsulTaTive body (1992 – 2000)

1997

2 October 1997

The Amsterdam Treaty is signed. The 
Treaty consolidates and extends the 
CoR’s role as an EU consultative body. It 
doubles the number of areas in which 
the Council or Commission have to 
consult the CoR, with the addition of: — employment policy; — social policy; — environment; — vocational training; — transport.

Article 265 of the EC Treaty states that 
the European Parliament can consult 
the CoR. By abolishing Protocol 16, 

15-16 May 1997

The CoR hosts 
the 1st European 
Summit of 
Regions and Cities in Amsterdam. The 
Committee presents a report drawn up 
by Edmund STOIBER, Prime Minister of 
Bavaria (EPP/DE), and Fernando GOMES, 
Mayor of Porto (PES/PT), calling for 
the CoR to be recognised as a fully-
fledged institution, with rights to initiate 
proceedings at the European Court of 
Justice, and to be given more areas of 
mandatory consultation. The summit 
also calls for the European Parliament to 
be given the right to consult the CoR.

European
summit of the
regions
& cities

12-13 June 1996

Prior to the EU adopting so called 
“territorial pacts” as part of its strategy 
to implement structural funds, the CoR  
supports the idea of establishing long-
term agreements between all levels of 
government to actively contribute to 
joint objectives through its resolution 
on Territorial Employment Pacts by 
Rapporteur Soren ANDERSEN (EPP/DK). 
The territorial employment pacts aim 
to promote concrete actions to create 
jobs and encourage local and regional 
authorities to be part of such initiatives.

19 September 1996

As part of its long-held belief in the 
integration of Eastern European countries 
into the EU, the CoR passes the opinion 
on the Report from the European 
Commission on the implementation 
of cross-border cooperation between 
the Community and the countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe in 1994 by 
Rapporteur Gunter ERMISCH (EPP/DE). 
The European Commission agrees with 
the Committee’s positions on the matter 
of extending cross-border cooperation 
initiatives beyond 1999, the need to 
take action to simplify administrative 
procedures, the increasing weight that 
should be given to projects dealing with 
culture, training and exchanges of young 
people that focus on the human factor, 
and encouraging Euroregio initiatives 
in the cross-border context of Phare.

15-16 May 1997  |  The CoR hosts the first European Summit of Regions and Cities in Amsterdam, the Netherlands
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Milestones in the history of the CoMMittee of the regions

1998 1999

Deputy Prime Minister and Secretary 
of State for the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions, addresses plenary. 
He emphasises the need for reform of 
the structural and cohesion funds to 
correct Europe‘s regional imbalances. 

1 May 1999

The Amsterdam Treaty enters into force.

18 November 1999

In its Opinion on the Structural Funds 
and their coordination with the Cohesion 
Fund - Guidance for programmes 2000-
2006 by Rapporteurs Claude DU GRANRUT 
(EPP/FR) and Dennis PETTIT (PES/UK), the 
CoR advocates for a strong involvement 
of regions in the programmes. The CoR 
draws attention to the importance of 
such guidelines for the establishment 
of an effective global decentralised 
partnership, based on the expertise and 
active participation of all representatives 
of regional and local authorities.

of the structural funds, as well as a more 
competitive EU agricultural policy. The 
assembly ratifies a Bureau proposal 
to change the number, make-up and 
remit of the CoR commissions so that 
they can more effectively handle the 
new areas of responsibility vested in the 
Committee by the Amsterdam Treaty.

13-14 May 1998

The Bureau sets up the CoR/Central 
and Eastern European countries-Cyprus 
Liaison Group to establish relations with 
the regional and local representatives of 
countries applying for membership of 
the EU. John PRESCOTT, United Kingdom 

the Amsterdam Treaty also establishes 
administrative and budgetary autonomy 
for the Committee of the Regions and 
the Economic and Social Committee. In 
particular, the Amsterdam Treaty does 
away with the requirement that the 
Committee of the Regions submit its rules 
of procedure to the Council for approval. 

18-19 February 1998

Manfred DAMMEYER (PES/DE), Minister 
for Federal and European Affairs for the 
German Land of North Rhine Westphalia, 
is elected President of the CoR. He urges 
greater autonomy for regions, federal 
states or provinces in the management 

18-19 February 1998  |  Manfred DAMMEYER, Minister for Federal and European Affairs 
for the German Land of North Rhine Westphalia, is elected CoR President
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The CommiTTee of The Regions emeRges on The euRopean sCene as a ConsulTaTive body (1992 – 2000)

2000

13-14 July 2000

The CoR Secretariat moves into its 
third home – the Montoyer building, 
on rue Montoyer, directly adjacent 
to the European Parliament in 
Brussels. The building is now called 
the Bertha von Suttner building, 
dedicated to the first woman to be 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

20 September 2000

The Conference of the Presidents (CoP) 
is established and is composed of the 
President, the First Vice-president and the 
Presidents of the CoR political groups. 
It facilitates the political dialogue and 
helps finding compromise solutions 
between the different political forces 
of CoR.  It debates the agendas of the 
Bureau, plenary sessions and main political 
activities of the Committee, including 
the priorities of the semestral presidency 
of the EU and CoR’s events related to 
it. In addition, it proposes CoR’s actions 
on major political events and reacts to 
topicalities. The CoP also meets with 
the Conference of the Presidents of the 
European Parliament to debate on major 
political topics of common interest.

30 March 2000

First meeting of the Conference of 
Presidents of the European Parliament 
with presidents of the CoR political 
groups. This is an important milestone 
because the role of political groups is 
recognised beyond the boundaries 
of the Committee of the Regions 
and political group presidents are 
acknowledged as institutional 
interlocutors on behalf of the CoR.

16-17 February 2000

Jos CHABERT (EPP/BE), Minister for 
Public Works and Transport in the 
Brussels-Capital Region government, is  
elected President of the CoR. Urging the 
Committee to forge closer links with the 
European Parliament and the Council of 
Ministers, he calls for more emphasis on 
political opinions and less on technical 
opinions. He announces five political 
priorities, in the fields of employment, 
urban policy, European citizenship, 
environment and enlargement.

16-17 February 2000  |  Jos CHABERT, Minister for Public Works and Transport in 
the Brussels-Capital Region government, is elected CoR President



The Committee of the Regions 
consolidates its position as the voice 
for cities and regions in Europe

2001 – 2005

2
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The CoR’s political activity developed in three complementary 

domains over this second period.

Participation in the European Convention

Immediately following the signature of the Nice Treaty, the CoR called for a new institutional status and greater recognition 
of regional and local factors in the European system.  Its representatives were actively involved in the work of the Convention 
on the Future of Europe, whilst its regular consultative activities focused on institutional issues. Following proposals from 
a strong CoR delegation, the Convention proposed instruments to strengthen local and regional authority participation 
in the European decision-making process and recognised the CoR’s key role in the monitoring and implementation of the 
subsidiarity principle. This progress was continued by the Lisbon Treaty which entered into force in December 2009.

Improving the effectiveness and legitimacy of European legislation

The Committee was an active participant in the debate launched by the Commission White Paper on European Governance. 
It was able to set out its views before the submission of legislative proposals in the form of an opinion, which was already 
unanimously adopted by the Plenary Session in December 2000. This enhanced the Committee’s consultative activity, for 
it was no longer restricted to pronouncing on Commission initiatives after the event, but was able to highlight possible 
options and assess the territorial impact of proposed measures from the very start of the decision-making process. This 
new working method was endorsed in the first Protocol of Cooperation between the European Commission and the CoR, 
signed on 20 September 2001. In response to the Commission request for assistance in improving the effectiveness and 
legitimacy of its legislation by involving local and regional authorities in the decision-making process, the Committee also 
undertook initiatives designed to organise structured dialogue with all local and regional authorities and their associations.    

Open to the European Union’s regions and cities

A number of events, including conferences, seminars and exhibitions bringing together dozens of regional and local 
partners were also developed by the Committee over this period. In 2003, it launched its most important event, the first 
OPEN DAYS, European Week of Regions and Cities, now a must for local and regional stakeholders in Brussels.

These activities have served both to consolidate the CoR’s high profile and its interinstitutional position,  and to generate 
synergies between regional and local actors in Brussels. This sense of belonging promotes both contacts between 
stakeholders and the ability of local and regional authorities to exert a real influence on the European decision-making 
process.

Over this period, its stronger political role in the legislative process and its proactive approach to communication enabled 
the Committee to act as a catalyst for the regional and local presence in the European legislative.
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Milestones in the history of the CoMMittee of the regions

26 February 2001

The Treaty of Nice is signed. It states 
that members of the CoR must hold a 
local or regional electoral mandate or 
be politically accountable to an elected 
local or regional assembly. It also lays 
down that members can now be 
appointed by a qualified majority vote 
at the Council, rather than requiring 
unanimous backing. Membership of 
the CoR will terminate automatically 
if members lose the mandate on the 
basis of which they are appointed.

The Treaty sets the maximum number 
of members of the CoR at 350, with 
the number of members standing 
at 317 for an EU of 25 countries.

25 July 2001

The European Commission, led by 
Romano PRODI, adopts its White Paper 
on European governance with the aim 
of establishing more democratic and 
effective governance forms of 
the Union. In this strategy, local 
government is regarded as essential 
for the proper functioning of the 
political system, as both a vehicle for 
democracy (closeness to citizens) and 
efficiency (better implementation of 
policies). To involve regions and cities 
more in the decision-making process, 
the White Paper, to improve the 
consultation process, requests that the 
CoR play a more active role through 
the drafting of preliminary reports in 
advance of Commission proposals.

20 September 2001

Protocol of Cooperation is signed by 
European Commission President Romano 
PRODI and CoR President Jos CHABERT

This agreement is the logical continuation 
of the White Paper on Governance, and 
aims to improve the CoR’s consultation 
process, to promote its association with 
the EU policy debate and to strengthen 
cooperation between the two institutions 
on matters of communication policy.

14-15 December 2001

The Laeken Summit sets up the 
Convention on the Future of Europe, 
tasked with drawing up a draft EU 
Constitution. CoR member Valéry GISCARD 
D’ESTAING, President of the Regional 
Council of the Auvergne, is nominated 
as Convention chairman. The CoR is 
given six seats on the Convention.

This is a major achievement for 
the Committee of the Regions, 
which is formally recognised as 
an institutional interlocutor in the 
debates about the future of Europe.

2001

14-15 December 2001  |  Convention wise men – Jean-Luc DEHAENE (BE),  
Giuliano AMATO (IT) and Valery GISCARD D’ESTAING (FR) preside over the “future of Europe”
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The CommiTTee of The Regions ConsolidaTes iTs posiTion as The voiCe foR CiTies and Regions in euRope (2001 – 2005)

2002

28 February 2002

Inaugural meeting of the Convention on 
the Future of Europe. Eduardo ZAPLANA 
HERNÁNDEZ-SORO (EPP/ES), Jos CHABERT 
(EPP/BE), Manfred DAMMEYER (PES/DE), 
Patrick DEWAEL (ALDE/BE), Claude DU 
GRANRUT (EPP/FR), Claudio MARTINI (PES/
IT), Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL SISO (EPP/
ES)* and Eva-Ritta SIITONEN (EPP/FI)** 
represent the CoR on the Convention.

* Mr VALCÁRCEL SISO replaced 
Mr ZAPLANA in February 2003.

** Mrs SIITONEN acted as an 
alternate from October 2002.

The previous eight commissions 
are replaced by six new ones:

 — Commission for Territorial 
Cohesion Policy (COTER); — Commission for Economic 
and Social Policy (ECOS); — Commission for Sustainable 
Development (DEVE); — Commission for Culture 
and Education (EDUC); — Commission for Constitutional Affairs 
and European Governance (CONST); — Commission for External 
Relations (RELEX).

6 February 2002

Sir Albert BORE (PES/UK), leader of 
Birmingham City Council, is elected 
President of the Committee of the 
Regions. He identifies two key aims for 
his tenure: to ensure regional policy 
remains a driving force at the heart 
of the EU agenda; and to tackle the 
“democratic deficit” that has resulted 
in the wider public feeling excluded 
from the EU decision-making process.

The CoR adopts a new structure for its 
commissions.  

6 February 2002  |  Sir Albert BORE, leader of Birmingham City Council, is elected CoR President
28 February 2002  |  Inaugural meeting of 
the Convention on the Future of Europe
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2003

1 February 2003

Entry into force of the Treaty of Nice.

12-13 February 2003

Addressing the plenary, European 
Commission President Romano PRODI 
calls for the CoR to have a role in the 
future system for monitoring subsidiarity. 

 — mandatory consultation to be 
extended to all subjects relating to 
the powers of local and regional 
authorities, including agriculture, 
research and technical development; — the CoR to have the right 
to address written and oral 
questions to the Commission; — co-decision functions in a specifically 
defined and appropriate number 
of areas, including cross-border 
cooperation programmes.

13-14 March 2002

Plenary adopts an opinion by two 
former CoR presidents, Jos CHABERT 
(EPP/BE) and Manfred DAMMEYER (PES/
DE), calling for the division of powers 
between the EU and Member States, 
regions and municipalities to be revised, 
to make it clearer and more firmly 
based on the subsidiarity principle. The 
opinion is drawn up in response to a 
request from the European Parliament 
for the CoR’s views – the first time the 
Parliament uses its right, granted in the 
Amsterdam Treaty, to consult the CoR.

3-4 July 2002

Plenary adopts the CoR’s first formal 
contribution to the Convention. It calls for:  — recognition of the CoR 

as an institution; — power to bring actions before 
the Court of Justice, in defence 
of its prerogative and the 
subsidiarity principle; — the right to attend the dialogue 
between Commission, Parliament 
and Council in the framework of 
the co-decision procedure; — strengthening of consultative powers 
by requiring the institutions to 
justify failure to take account of the 
Committee’s position, in all areas 
where consultation is mandatory;

12-13 February 2003  |  Romano PRODI, EC President, addresses CoR Plenary
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European Court of Justice where 
it believes that a legislative act has 
infringed the principle of subsidiarity.

07-09 October 2003

In partnership with 10 representative 
offices of Europe’s cities and regions based 
in Brussels, the CoR launches an innovative 
event to create awareness of regional 
policy, called OPEN DAYS. In addition to 
presentations of best practice unique to 
each partner, a particular focus is made 
to the environment and sustainable 
economy. Over 1500 visitors attend more 
than 30 conferences, workshops, seminars, 
presentations and receptions as well as 
permanent exhibitions during three days. 
CoR President, Albert BORE, comments 
that the OPEN DAYS offers “a unique 
opportunity to exchange information on 
the way we tackle common problems 
in our different communities”. Over 
the years to come the OPEN DAYS will 
emerge as the most popular event 
organised by the Committee of the 
Regions, acting as rendezvous for local 
and regional actors in Brussels.

9 October 2003

CoR President Sir Albert BORE and 
European Parliament President Pat COX 
sign a joint declaration calling upon 
the Intergovernmental Conference - 
responsible for reforming the workings 
of the EU and preparing amendments 
to the Treaties - to respect to the 
outcome of the Convention. 

2-3 July 2003

Participation of 95 observer members 
from the ten enlargement countries 
at the CoR plenary session.

18 July 2003

The Convention unveils the draft EU 
Constitution. The CoR representatives 
successfully argue for the text to 
include a new definition of the 
principle of subsidiarity, a key role for 
the CoR in monitoring the application 
of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality and the right for the 
CoR to institute proceedings at the 

5-6 May 2003

The CoR conference held in Leipzig leads 
to the Leipzig Declaration, spelling out 
six guiding principles for the reform 
of regional and cohesion policy. These 
include the need to pursue a genuine 
Community regional development 
and cohesion policy; recognition that 
regions and local authorities are the 
most appropriate level for taking and 
implementing regional and cohesion 
policy decisions; and underlining the 
importance of sustainable development 
and balanced competitiveness.

5-6 May 2003 |  Major CoR conference leads to the signing of the Leipzig Declaration
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2004

27 May 2004

The CoR hosts the First Conference 
on Subsidiarity at the German 
Bundesrat in Berlin.

10 May 2004

Inaugural “structured dialogue” between 
European Commission and leaders of 
Europe‘s regional and local associations, 
chaired by Romano PRODI and CoR 
President Peter STRAUB. The idea of a 
permanent, systematic dialogue followed 
the European Commission’s 2001 White 
Paper on European Governance.

The role of the CoR is to coordinate the 
dialogue and organise the consultations.

11 February 2004

Peter STRAUB (EPP/DE), president of the 
German regional parliament of Baden-
Württemberg, is elected President of the 
CoR. His key aims include strengthening 
inter-institutional relations and raising 
awareness about the work of the 
Committee in the new Member States. 

1 May 2004

The number of CoR members increases 
to 317, following the accession of ten 
new Member States to the EU (Czech 
Republic, Estonia. Cyprus, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovenia, Slovakia).

11 February 2004  |  Peter STRAUB 
is elected CoR President 10 May 2004  |  First structural dialogue is held between CoR and Commission
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29 September 2004

CoR members vote by a decisive margin 
in favour of sitting in Plenary sessions 
according to political group affiliation, in 
the same way as the European Parliament, 
rather than in alphabetical order. 

This development further underlines 
the political nature of the CoR and 
aids decision-making across political 
rather than national lines.

27 September 2004

2,000 participants, representing more 
than 70 regional and city offices, take 
part in “OPEN DAYS 2004” – a series of 
conferences and training workshops 
aimed at boosting awareness about 
the practice and reform of regional  
policy. The four-day programme, 
jointly organised with the European 
Commission Directorate-General for 
Regional Policy, provides local and 
regional authorities with a communication 
platform in the crucial debate on 
the future of cohesion policy.

16 June 2004

CoR President Peter STRAUB officially 
opens the Committee’s new Brussels 
headquarters at 101 rue Belliard.

16 June 2004 |  New CoR headquarters opens 27 September 2004  |  OPEN DAYS 2004
29 September 2004  |  Historic 
vote held at plenary
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by Rapporteur Hans NIESSL (PES/AT). 
The work has a significant impact on 
the legislative proposal by the European 
Commission. Against this background, 
the CoR advocates a flexible regulation 
that would give local and regional 
authorities significant opportunity 
to adapt to each situation in turn. 

18 November 2004

A good example of the CoR’s long term 
commitment to important regional 
developments in Europe is its work on 
cross-border cooperation, reflected in this 
opinion on the Proposal for a Regulation 
of the European Parliament and of 
the Council establishing a European 
grouping of cross-border cooperation 

17-18 November 2004

CoR officially celebrates its 10th 
anniversary at Plenary session.

17-18 November 2004 |  Jacques DELORS with former CoR Presidents at 10th anniversary
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15 September 2005

During its meeting in Paphos, 
Cyprus, the CoR’s Commission for 
External Relations (RELEX), chaired 
by Ramon Luis VALCÁRCEL, calls 
for the fall of the “Cyprus wall”. 

16 November 2005

Through this Outlook report on the 
Implementation of the Directive on the 
Landfill of Waste at regional and local 
level by Rapporteur Wim VAN GELDER 
(EPP/NL), the CoR strongly improves its 
visibility and recognition by other EU 
institutions as an important actor for 
facilitating the feedback of the experience 
of local and regional authorities 
in implementing EU environment 
policy to the European Commission, 
thereby pro-actively contributing 
to the future policy development 
of the European Commission.

highlight the benefits that decentralised 
government can bring for cohesion, 
competitiveness and democracy. 
“Regions and local authorities are not 
subordinate administrative bodies; they 
are Europe’s very foundation,” pledges 
President STRAUB. “Decentralisation 
is key to achieving Europe’s goals.” At 
the end of the Summit, the Wroclaw 
Declaration, which highlights the role 
and position of the regions and cities 
in an enlarged Europe, is adopted. 

19 May 2005

300 Mayors and 
Presidents from 
28 European countries 
join the Mayor of 
Wroclaw; Rafal 
DUTKIEWICZ, and 
CoR President, Peter 
STRAUB, in Wroclaw, 
Poland for the 2nd European Summit 
of Regions and Cities. The aim of the 
Summit, organised by the CoR, is to 

2005

19 May 2005  |  Second European Summit of Regions and Cities held in Wroclaw, Poland



The Committee of the Regions asserts 
itself as a political assembly 

2006 - Present

3
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During this third phase of its history, the Committee of the 

Regions became the guarantor of the involvement of territorial 

actors in the European decision-making process.

New instruments for involving local and regional authorities

Since 2006, the CoR has been putting a series of networks in place to develop and structure networking between regional 
and local actors begun in previous years, and to enhance the work of its commissions by supplying extra information and 
data. These networks allow the regions and cities to bring their specific problems and expectations to the attention of the 
European Commission. They also enable the Committee to provide the consulting institutions with useful information to 
help them better assess the impact of proposed legislation.

Since the Lisbon Treaty came into force on 1 December 2009, networking has taken on fresh significance. In addition to the 
institutional consultation of the CoR already laid down in the Maastricht Treaty, the new Treaty also extended the scope of 
topics and made binding the direct consultation of regions and cities by the European Commission, in a large number of 
policy areas, before legislation is adopted. The Treaty also required the financial impact of proposed EU legislation at local 
and regional level to be assessed regularly. Moreover, it required, in the case of a directive, the assessment of its implications 
for the rules to be put in place by Member States, including, where necessary, the regional legislation. Its networks enable 
the CoR to organise this consultation and improve the quality of its consultative work, thereby consolidating its role as 
coordinator and spokesman for regional and local authorities.

Over the years, the following networks have been set up to facilitate networking and an exchange of experience and best 
practice: the Lisbon Platform referring to the Lisbon Strategy, the Europe 2020 Platform referring to the Europe 2020 strategy, 
the Subsidiarity Monitoring Network, and the network of European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC). Branching 
out towards neighbouring countries and international cooperation at the level of regions and cities, the CoR also established 
political forums for the Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM) and the Conference of Regional and Local 
Authorities for the Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP).  

Another network was created in 2010 in the field of communication: the European Conference on Public Communication 
(EuroPCom) which brings together in Brussels those in charge of communication in local, national and European authorities.

Joint Consultative Committees (JCC’s) are created between the CoR and local and regional representatives of the candidate 
countries for EU accession following a request from the government of the partner country concerned or on the basis of 
the provisions set down in the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the Council of the EU and the candidate 
country. They are composed of an equal number of CoR members and local and regional representatives from the partner 
country. 

The JCC’s have an important role in promoting dialogue and cooperation between local and regional authorities in the EU 
and in the candidate countries.



28

2006

16 February 2006

Michel DELEBARRE (PES/FR), Mayor of 
Dunkirk (Nord-Pas de Calais region) and 
Member of the French Parliament, is 
elected President of the Committee of the 
Regions. He states his desire to make the 
Committee of the Regions a genuinely 
political European assembly, able to 
contribute to relaunching a debate on 
Europe, and identifies the Lisbon Strategy 
as one of the CoR‘s strategic priorities.

Working Groups are constitute with the primary role to deepen the CoR’s 
political examination and evaluation of the enlargement process in the 
relevant candidate countries or potential candidates and are composed only 
of members of the CoR.

The CoR as guarantor of the subsidiarity principle, making 
Europe more aware of the requirements of cities and regions

The Lisbon Treaty also gave the Committee of the Regions the right to 
institute proceedings at the Court of Justice in the event of the subsidiarity 
principle being contravened or in order to defend its prerogatives. Whilst the 
CoR has been clear that this new right would be exercised “in a reasonable 
manner”, it nonetheless has at its disposal a powerful instrument with 
which to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Lisbon Treaty and, 
for example, the requirement to consult regional and local authorities. The 
Subsidiary Monitoring network enables political participation of local and 
regional authorities in monitoring the implementation of the subsidiarity and 
proportionality principles. 

In twenty years, the role of the Committee of the Regions has developed from 
a body consulted on a limited number of topics into the guarantor of local 
and regional involvement in the European legislative and political decision-
making process. The other institutions recognise this political role and ability 
to mobilise local and regional authorities and the CoR is now a political partner 
in a wide variety of initiatives.

Contributing to growth, employment, territorial 
development and the fight against climate change

Over this period, via the work of its Plenary sessions, commissions, networks 
and the forums it organises, the CoR has focussed on topics relating to growth 
and jobs and the Union’s financial perspective, from the point of view of 
cohesion policy, in particular. The CoR has taken Europe 2020, the European 
growth strategy, as its political lodestar and its priority for action in Brussels, 
the Member States and the regions. This has allowed it to position itself as a 
political assembly at the core of inter-institutional debate. The Committee also 
pays special attention to the fight against climate change, not only publishing 
opinions on this issue, but also attending major international events and 
organising others itself.

16 February 2006  |  Michel DELEBARRE, 
Mayor of Dunkirk and member of the French 
Parliament, is elected CoR President
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authorities to track the progress made 
by Member States in involving local 
communities in the implementation of 
the Lisbon Strategy. Arrangements are 
made for the results of the initiative to be 
accessible on the CoR’s website by means 
of an electronic platform, which is also 
set up to serve as a forum for exchanging 
experience and good practice.

1 March 2006

In the presence of Günther VERHEUGEN, 
vice-president of the European 
Commission, and Danuta HÜBNER, 
commissioner for regional policy, the 
CoR launches its first “Territorial Dialogue”, 
aimed at underscoring the importance of 
involving regional and local authorities in 
the Lisbon strategy for growth and jobs. 
More than a hundred representatives of 
local and regional authorities attend the 
event.  The CoR make the most of this 
opportunity to launch the idea of setting 
up a platform to monitor the Lisbon 
Strategy. In May 2006, it inaugurates 
a network of 50 regional and local 

1 March 2006  |  Inaugural meeting of CoR Territorial Dialogue
18 September 2006  |  The Belliard building is 
named after former EC president Jacques DELORS
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2007

27 June 2007

With the backing of the European 
Council, the Committee of the Regions 
launches a formal call for applications for 
membership of its subsidiarity monitoring 
network as a way of inviting regions, cities 
and any other local or regional authorities 
interested in joining the 49 partners 
already active in the network. The CoR 
had already decided, in its October 
2005 opinion on better law-making 
drawn up by Michel DELEBARRE (PES/
FR), to set up a network of local and 
regional authorities to improve application 
of the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, thereby ensuring respect 
for the powers of local and regional 

in the Auditorium Santa Cecilia and is 
attended by 500 people. The Committee 
uses the opportunity to highlight the 
real and diverse nature of the local 
and regional contribution to building 
Europe and to help give fresh impetus 
to European integration. A “Cities’ and 
Regions’ Declaration for Europe” is adopted 
at the close of the formal session. The 
declaration outlines the main issues and 
objectives where the European public and 
local and regional authorities expect to 
see progress, as well as how to achieve it.

1 January 2007

The number of members of the 
Committee of the Regions rises 
to 344 following the accession of 
Bulgaria and Romania to the EU.

22-23 March 2007

The Committee of the 
Regions celebrates the 
50th anniversary of the 
signing of the Treaty of 
Rome by holding the 
3rd European Summit 
of Regions and Cities and its 69th Plenary 
session, in Rome. The event takes place 

22-23 March 2007 |  3rd European Summit of Regions and Cities is held in Rome

22-23 March 2007  |  José Manuel BARROSO, 
EC President, addresses CoR Summit
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2008

6 February 2008

Luc VAN DEN BRANDE, Senator in the 
Belgian Parliament and a CoR member 
(EPP/BE) since its inception, is elected 
president of the Committee. In his speech 
to the plenary assembly he declares: 
“We must jettison the hierarchical idea 
of Europe as a pyramid with the EU 
above the Member States, the Member 
States above the regions, and the regions 
above the towns and local authorities”.

13 December 2007

The Treaty of Lisbon is signed by the 
27 heads of state and government of the 
EU Member States. It brings a number of 
significant changes for the Committee of 
the Regions. It states that the Committee 
has the right to bring legal actions 
before the Court of Justice to protect its 
powers or to annul EU legislation that 
infringes on subsidiarity by not respecting 
regional and local competences. 
Furthermore, the Committee must be 
involved throughout the whole legislative 
process as consultation is mandatory, 
not only for the European Commission 
and the Council of Ministers, but also 
for the European Parliament. In order 
to bring it into line with the European 
Parliament’s mandate, the Treaty extends 
the Committee’s mandate from four 
to five years. Its President and Bureau 
will sit for two-and-a-half years.

authorities. By 2007, after a pilot phase 
in 2005/2006, the network is up and 
running, its website enabling local and 
regional political bodies - responsible 
for implementing 70% of EU legislation 
- to receive Commission proposals for 
legislation directly from the CoR and to 
make their views known more effectively.

27 September 2007

For the first time, a meeting is held in the 
Committee of the Regions between the 
Ambassadors/Permanent Representatives 
of the EU Member States and the 
President, the First Vice-President, the 
presidents of the political groups and 
the heads of national delegations. This 
meeting, attended by 24 Permanent 
Representatives, mostly at ambassador 
level, provides an opportunity not 
only to present the CoR’s priorities 
for 2008, but also to hear all parties’ 
views on the possibilities of seeing the 
CoR’s work contribute to the Council‘s 
procedures and decisions in a more 
integrated and effective manner.

6 February 2008  |  Luc VAN DER BRANDE, 
Belgian Senator, is elected CoR President
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dialogue between communities, and 
in building peace and stability.”

24 October 2008

In cooperation with the French 
Senate and in the presence of some 
ten representatives from national 
parliaments, the CoR holds the Third 
Conference on Subsidiarity in Paris. This 
conference is part of the CoR’s strategy 
to strengthen good governance in 
Europe by developing its network for 
monitoring subsidiarity and through 
cooperation with national parliaments.

7 October 2008

The Committee of the Regions names 
its reception area on the 5th-floor atrium, 
“Open Ledra Street”. The reopening in 
April 2008 of the famed “Ledra Street” in 
the centre of Nicosia (Cyprus), 44 years 
after its closure, awakens new hope for 
the peace process on the island. “Having 
Ledra Street as a symbol in our building 
testifies to the support of CoR members 
for the peace process in Cyprus”, says 
Luc VAN DEN BRANDE. “By calling one of 
our main reception areas Ledra Street, 
we want to emphasise that regional and 
local authorities play a crucial role in 
breaking down barriers and facilitating 

14 March 2008

At the spring European Council, Luc 
VAN DEN BRANDE is invited to present 
to the Council President the CoR report 
“European Regions and Cities – Partners 
for the Jobs and Growth strategy”.

13 July 2008

In conjunction with the Euro-
Mediterranean summit held in Paris, 
Luc VAN DEN BRANDE presents the 
CoR initiative of setting up a Euro-
Mediterranean assembly of local and 
regional authorities (ARLEM), which 
he says would be a permanent body 
of local and regional representatives 
from the EU and the partner countries 
of the three Mediterranean shores. 
ARLEM is designed to give the Euro-
Mediterranean Partnership a regional 
dimension to complement the existing 
parliamentary dimension (EMPA).

At their meeting in November 2008 in 
Marseille, the foreign affairs ministers 
of the 43 partner states endorse 
the CoR initiative. During 2008, the 
CoR also takes important steps to 
involve local authorities in the Eastern 
Partnership, as part of neighbourhood 
policy, and in development policy and 
decentralised cooperation policy.

7 October 2008  |  Fifth floor of  Jacques Delors Building renamed “Open Ledra Steet”



33

The CommiTTee of The Regions asseRTs iTself as a poliTiCal assembly (2006 - pResenT)

2009

in clear and simple language what the 
Committee does and how it does it, 
reflecting the strengthened role and 
higher political and institutional profile 
given to the CoR by the EU Treaty. “Our 
Mission Statement describes a body that 
is fit for a Europe of the 21st century, built 
on co-operation between each level of 
government, connected with the daily 
life of the citizens, based on the principles 
of subsidiarity and proportionality, and 
on a shared commitment to economic 
and territorial cohesion”, President VAN 
DEN BRANDE tells the plenary session.

a basis for CoR recommendations to 
the European Council on the successor 
to the Lisbon Strategy. The Committee 
believes that no strategy can be successful 
without the active involvement of lower 
levels of governments in its design, 
implementation and evaluation.

21 April 2009

As part of the celebrations for its 
15th anniversary, the Committee of the 
Regions sets out its Mission Statement 
– outlining the role of the CoR, its values 
and its aspirations for the next 15 years 
and beyond. Presented at the April Plenary 
session, the Mission Statement explains 

5-6 March 2009

The 4th European 
Summit of Regions 
and Cities is held in 
Prague, hosted by the 
Czech Presidency of 
the European Union. 
Committee President Luc VAN DEN 
BRANDE’s clear statement on the need 
to avoid protectionist measures during 
the developing economic crisis is 
welcomed by Commission President 
José Manuel BARROSO who addresses 
the meeting. The Summit forms a 
platform for the launch of a consultation 
of all local and regional authorities on 
“Lisbon after 2010” in order to provide 

5 and 6 March 2009  |  4th European Summit of Regions and Cities is held in Prague, Czech Republic 21 April 2009  |  CoR celebrates its 15th anniversary
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22 September 2009

The CoR launches its White Paper on 
Multilevel governance in Europe at a 
conference in Bruges, Belgium, organised 
jointly with the College of Europe. 
The conference seeks to identify ways 
of securing a multi-level partnership 
to respond to the socioeconomic 
demands of globalisation. “We must 
not shy away from addressing the crisis 
of the nation state”, says former Prime 
Minister of Spain and chairman of the 
Reflection Group on the Future of Europe, 
Felipe GONZÁLEZ, in his conference 
address. He goes on to highlight the “… 
downward sharing of responsibilities to 
the regional and local authorities that 

17 June 2009

With its own-initiative opinion on the 
Committee of the Regions’ White Paper 
on multilevel governance, by Rapporteurs 
Michel DELEBARRE (PES/FR) and CoR 
President Luc VAN DEN BRANDE (EPP/BE), 
the CoR launches a public consultation 
for drafting the charter to include a 
common and shared understanding 
of European governance in the core 
values of the European Union. The CoR 
later renews this commitment in a 
report on Building a European culture of 
multilevel governance: follow-up to the 
Committee of the Regions’ White Paper”.

7 May 2009

At the invitation of the Czech presidency 
of the Union European, Luc VAN DEN 
BRANDE, CoR President, takes part in the 
Eastern Partnership’s Prague Summit of 
Heads of State and Government to deliver 
the adopted CoR opinion on the Eastern 
Partnership, which had been requested 
by the Czech Presidency. The Committee’s 
direct participation at a European summit 
was a first, and confirmed its status 
as a valued partner of the Council. 

22 September 2009 |  CoR hosts conference on Multilevel governance in Europe
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meet with their CoR counterparts in the 
first Assizes of Decentralised Cooperation 
in Brussels. This event, co-organised by 
the CoR and the European Commission, 
is an important opportunity for local 
and regional authorities to underline 
how they are in a unique position 
to encourage cooperation networks 
between different local communities 
and regions from northern and southern 
countries. Assize discussions focus on 
aid effectiveness, the need for energy 
for sustainable development, and 
how best to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals, especially in 
the area of improving health care.

Europe on the regional and local level 
while demonstrating good use of EU 
and other public funds. Each year, up 
to three regions from across the EU will 
be granted the right to call themselves 
“Entrepreneurial Region of the Year”, based 
on the quality, efficacy and long-term 
success of their entrepreneurial vision 
and the political will to implement it.

1 December 2009

The Treaty of Lisbon enters into force.

2 December 2009

Around 300 representatives from local and 
regional authorities from all over the world 

are the very epitome of a citizen-centred 
approach and that, by becoming more 
flexible, have thus also become more 
readily responsive to the expectations 
of people and businesses. Ultimately, 
these authorities are the guarantors 
of diversity in European identity”.

7 October 2009

On the occasion of the annual OPEN 
DAYS event in Brussels, the CoR launches 
the European Entrepreneurial Region 
(EER) award, which aims to identify and 
reward EU regions with an innovate and 
forward-looking entrepreneurial policy 
strategy. The EER scheme encourages 
implementing the Small Business Act for 

7-18 December 2009  |  CoR presents “Mobilising citizens” at COP15 in Copenhagen
7 October 2009  |  EC President, José Manuel 
BARROSO, at Opening Session of OPEN DAYS
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2010

 — taking greater account of regional and 
local interests in the discussion on the 
European Union’s financial prospects, 
particularly with respect to cohesion 
policy and the Europe 2020 strategy; — combating climate change; — framing a European strategy for 
services of general interest that allows 
for local and regional competences.

BRESSO says: “Local and regional 
authorities can serve as a reference 
point for Europe in all of these areas. 
They are in the front line in times 
of crisis and have always been the 
real crucibles for economic, social 
and environmental innovation.”

10 February 2010

Mercedes BRESSO (PES/IT), a member of 
the Piedmont regional council, is elected 
President of the Committee of the Regions 
on 10 February 2010 and confirmed 
in office on 9 June 2010. BRESSO says: 
“Local and regional authorities can 
serve as a reference point for Europe in 
all of these areas. They are in the front 
line in times of crisis and have always 
been the real crucibles for economic, 
social and environmental innovation.” 
Her main political priorities are:  — implementing the provisions of 

the Lisbon Treaty, more particularly 
the principle of territorial cohesion, 
monitoring the subsidiarity principle 
and the citizens’ initiative;

7-18 December 2009

At the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP15) held in Copenhagen, 
the CoR presents its “Mobilising citizens: 
regions and cities working together 
for climate protection” event, featuring 
a wide range of high-level speakers 
representing both the EU and local and 
regional levels. Through its support for 
the Covenant of Mayors initiative – which 
commits participating towns and cities 
to go beyond EU emissions and energy 
efficiency goals – the CoR pledges to 
act as a forum for the exchange of best 
practice between regions and cities 
looking to reduce their carbon footprint.

10 February 2010 |  Mercedes BRESSO, Piedmont regional councilor, is elected CoR President
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working within the US Mayor Climate 
Protection Agreement are linked via a 
memorandum for cooperation between 
the CoR and the US Conference of Mayors. 
The Committee of the Regions has 
supported the Covenant of Mayors since 
its inception in 2008, and more than 70 
of its members are already signatories. 

13 October 2010

President BRESSO chairs the first 
European Public Communication 
Conference (EuroPCom), which welcomes 
700 participants an event that has gained 
in importance ever since. This conference 
is held jointly with the European 
Parliament, the Council of the European 
Union, the European Commission, the 

input into the different editions of the CoR 
Monitoring Report on Europe 2020 by 
participating in the CoR surveys assessing 
Europe 2020 and its Flagship Initiatives. 
The Platform is mobilised to support the 
CoR in the preparation of the mid-term 
review of Europe 2020, due in 2014.

5 October 2010

At its Plenary Session, the Committee 
leads the Covenant of Mayors, the 
mainstream European initiative 
involving local and regional authorities 
in the fight against climate change, 
to a milestone signature with the 
joining of the 2500th municipality, the 
100th region and the 25th capital city. 
Moreover, over 1000 American cities 

17 June 2010

The CoRs’ Europe 2020 Monitoring 
Platform, a group of over 160 cities 
and regions from the 27 EU 
Member States, was created in 
2010 as the successor of the Lisbon 
Monitoring Platform. It monitors how 
Europe 2020 is implemented on the 
ground, promoting the exchange of 
good practices. The Platform looks at 
whether the EU, national, regional and 
local levels of government work in 
partnership to achieve the Europe 2020 
goals. It also monitors whether these 
goals are applied in a manner that 
takes into account territorial differences 
across the EU. All EU local and regional 
authorities are invited to provide their 

13 October 2010  |  Mercedes BRESSO opens the first European Public Communication Conference (EuroPCom)

5 October 2010  |  Elisabeth B KAUTZ, President of 
the US Conference of Mayors, Commissioner Connie 
HEDEGAARD and CoR President Mercedes BRESSO
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Mercedes BRESSO stresses that “Local 
and regional authorities manage two 
thirds of all public investments.

1 December 2010

José Manuel BARROSO, President of the 
European Commission, tells the CoR 
plenary: “We cannot win the hearts and 
minds of European citizens without 
the support of local and regional 
representatives, who must help promote 
Europe. You are essential relay points 
for the EU.” The Commission president 
adds that he wanted to encourage 
the Member States to involve local 
and regional authorities by means of 
“territorial pacts” in order to achieve 
the goals of the Europe 2020 strategy. 

Walloon and Flemish Regions and the 
Belgian Presidency of the European Union.

At the event, the CoR president observes 
that “we have to pursue a “European 
brand” for communication that involves 
our cities and regions”, stressing that 
communication should not be a matter 
for Brussels alone, and that one of the 
key objectives should be to relocate 
public communication on European 
issues. BRESSO describes mayors, 
regional presidents and locally elected 
representatives as the spokespeople with 
the most direct involvement, thanks to 
their regular contact with the public.

1 December 2010  |  José Manuel BARROSO and Mercedes BRESSO at CoR plenary
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2011

Commissioner for Financial Programming 
and Budget, when the latter 
attended the CoR plenary session.

1 April 2011

Adopting an opinion by Michel 
DELEBARRE (PES/FR) on the European 
Commission’s 5th Report on Economic, 
Social and Territorial Cohesion, CoR 
members argue that cohesion policy 
should cover all European regions, with 
a focus on less-developed regions. To 
allow for more targeted support, they 
suggest considering the creation of a 
new, “intermediate” funding category 
for those regions whose gross domestic 
product (GDP) is between 75% and 90% 

functioning as a point of contact 
between political and administrative 
stakeholders, experts and civil society.

31 March 2011

“The European Union must be equipped 
with a credible budget, above 1% of GDP, 
to be able to meet the objectives set by 
its Member States. It would no longer 
be possible to keep it under a ceiling 
set in line with national contributions, 
which are decreasing each year.” This 
was the message delivered by CoR 
President, Mercedes BRESSO and the First 
Vice-President, Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL 
SISO, to Janusz LEWANDOWSKI, 

28 January 2011

Five years after establishing the European 
Grouping for Territorial Cooperation 
(EGTC), the CoR launches a platform to 
bring together current political EGTC 
representatives. The EGTC instrument 
enables regions and cities from different 
Member States to undertake cross-
border cooperation and manage joint 
projects. It is one of the most important 
tools in territorial cooperation. The CoR, 
which was also involved in creating this 
tool, has been very active in promoting 
and supporting the EGTC, adopting 
opinions, monitoring the application 
of legislation in Member States, 
organising events and, most importantly, 

31 March 2011  |  Ramon Luis VALCÁRCEL SISO and Mercedes BRESSO 
welcome Commissioner Janusz LEWANDOWSKI to CoR plenary

1 April 2011  |  Michel DELEBARRE presents his 
opinion on the Commission’s 5th Economic, 
Social and Territorial Cohesion Report
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23 May 2011

On invitation from the CoR, the Foreign 
Ministers of the Adriatic Ionian Macro 
Region adopt the Brussels Declaration 
calling for the rapid establishment of a 
European strategy for this region identical 
to those drawn up for the Baltic and the 
Danube regions. The CoR also supports 
this initiative by adopting an opinion 
by Gian Mario SPACCA (ALDE /IT) on 
11 October 2011 which underlines how 
strengthening cross border cooperation 
could also speed up the pre-accession 
process for countries in this region.

by the European Council in June 2010 to 
stimulate recovery in the aftermath of the 
economic crisis and set the EU on the path 
of smart, sustainable and inclusive growth 
by 2020. A territorial pact is an agreement 
between a Member State’s various levels 
of government (local, regional, national) 
which enables policy agendas to be 
coordinated and synchronised in order 
to focus action. For the CoR, establishing 
partnerships between the relevant 
stakeholders is a pre-requisite for the 
success of European growth policies.

of the EU average, regardless of their 
current funding status. This idea is taken 
up by the Commission in its proposal on 
the future of cohesion policy after 2013, 
published in October 2010. The CoR also 
calls strongly for cohesion policy to be 
provided with sufficient resources after 
2013 to enable it to meet its objectives.

11 May 2011

In his speech to the CoR plenary assembly, 
the President of the European Council, 
Herman VAN ROMPUY, supports the 
Committee of the Regions’ idea of 
making “territorial pacts” an instrument 
of the Europe 2020 strategy launched 

11 May 2011 |  European Council President, Herman VAN ROMPUY, addresses CoR plenary session
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open the 9th OPEN DAYS event. The 
5700 participants, including 527 speakers 
and 231 accredited journalists, discuss 
three major issues: the Europe 2020 
strategy, more effective implementation 
of cohesion policy and the territorial 
dimensions of European policy.

underlines that cooperation between 
regional and local authorities of the 
Eastern Partnership and their European 
institutional partners such as the CoR will 
have a very positive impact, for “there is no 
true democracy without local democracy”.

10 October 2011

Mercedes BRESSO and Jerzy BUZEK, 
President of the European Parliament, José 
Manuel BARROSO, European Commission 
President, Johannes HAHN, European 
Commissioner for Regional Policy, Danuta 
HÜBNER, chairperson of the European 
Parliament Committee on Regional 
Development and Elżbieta BIEńKOWSKA, 
Polish Minister for Regional Development, 

8 September 2011

The Conference of Regional and 
Local Authorities for the Eastern 
Partnership (CORLEAP) is inaugurated 
in the Polish city of Poznań. The new 
platform brings together 36 local and 
regional representatives from the 
EU and Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. The 
initiative aims to promote cross-border 
cooperation and give regional and 
local authorities a voice in the Eastern 
Partnership set up by the EU in 2008.

In the course of this meeting, Štefan 
Füle, Commissioner for Enlargement 
and European Neighbourhood Policy, 

8 September 2011  |  The inaugural meeting 
of CORLEAP is held in Poznań, Poland 10 October 2011  |  Opening of the 9th OPEN DAYS
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2012

cooperation in strategic fields such as 
sustainability and energy infrastructures 
can open the way to an innovative 
Euro-Mediterranean cohesion policy. 

16 February 2012

Mercedes BRESSO, President of 
the Committee of the Regions and 
José Manuel BARROSO, President 
of the European Commission, sign 
a new cooperation protocol which 
acknowledges the position of the CoR 
subsequent to the entry into force of 
the Lisbon Treaty. In particular, this 
new agreement acknowledges the 
Committee’s role in the consultation 
of regional and local authorities 

30 January 2012

Regional and local representatives 
from more than 30 countries gather in 
Bari for the 3rd plenary session of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local 
Assembly (ARLEM), co-organised by the 
Puglia region and chaired by ARLEM co-
presidents Mercedes BRESSO, president 
of the Committee of the Regions, and 
Mohamed BOUDRA, president of the 
Moroccan region of Taza-Al Hoceima-
Taounate. They deliver an ambitious 
message for the promotion of local and 
regional authority access to ENP funding, 
the extension of the Covenant of Mayors 
to Southern Mediterranean cities and 
regions and the enforcement of territorial 

9 December 2011

In recognition of its involvement in 
preparing Croatian local authorities 
for their country’s accession to the 
European Union, the Committee of the 
Regions, represented by its president, 
Mercedes BRESSO, is invited to attend 
the ceremony for the signing of a 
new Member State’s accession treaty 
for the first time. Her presence at the 
ceremony in Brussels, held alongside the 
European Council chaired by Herman 
VAN ROMPUY, marks recognition of the 
Committee’s work in supporting the 
efforts of the Croatian regional and local 
authorities during the accession process

15 December 2011

The CoR Opinion on the Contribution of 
the EU’s Local and Regional Authorities 
to the UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development 2012 (Rio+20) by 
Rapporteur Ilmar REEPALU (PES/SE), and 
the numerous follow-up actions the CoR 
carries out, strongly raises the profile of the 
CoR in EU and international sustainable 
development policy. The Rio+20 outcome 
document includes several elements 
that are also recommended by the CoR, 
as the recognition of local and regional 
authorities as governmental stakeholders, 
and the priority of sustainable cities..

30 January 2012  |  Regional and local representatives from more than 
30 countries gather in Bari, Italy for 3rd ARLEM plenary
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4 May 2012

By adopting four opinions on the 
proposals for regulations related to 
the Structural Funds published by 
the Commission in October 2011, 
Committee of the Regions members 
make clear their position on the way 
forward for a successful cohesion 
policy for the period 2014-2020.

In order to make the Structural Funds 
the driving force for sustainable growth 
and jobs, European regions and cities 
call for a place-based approach to the 
thematic concentration of resources, 
greater flexibility in the definition of 
funding allocation and clear rules for 
the involvement of regions and cities in 
defining operational programmes and 
partnership contracts. The CoR reiterates 
its firm opposition to any macroeconomic 
conditionality as this would penalise 
the local and regional authorities of 
Member States who fail to comply 
with fiscal discipline requirements.

4 May 2012 

In the framework of the first ever 
complete overhaul of the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP), with the 
European Parliament acting as co-
legislator with the Council, the CoR adopts 
its opinion on legislative proposals on the 
reform of the common agricultural policy 
and rural development policy post-2013 
by Rapporteur Rene SOUCHON (PES/FR). 
The CoR affirms its objectives for a fairer 
CAP (with a new governance structure), 

change. They are key elements of an 
approach which looks beyond the 
economic and financial crisis towards the 
recovery of jobs and growth. This is the 
essence of the message from European 
and regional leaders delivered at the 
opening of the 5th European Summit 
of Regions and Cities in Copenhagen. 
“At this time of economic and financial 
crisis, in this world overexploited by an 
unsustainable development model, cities 
are at the forefront of efforts to change 
our way of life,” declared Mercedes 
BRESSO, CoR President, in the presence 
of the presidents of the European 
Parliament, the European Commission 
and the EU Council of Ministers.

which the Commission is obliged to 
undertake before it presents proposals 
in domains with high territorial impact. 
It encourages closer cooperation in 
monitoring implementation of the 
subsidiarity principle and provides 
for joint action in communication 
and information as part of a genuine 
European communication policy 
decentralised at regional and local level.

22-23 March 2012

Sustainable development 
and green growth in 
Europe’s cities and regions are not just 
responses in the fight against climate 

22 and 23 March 2012  |  5th European Summit of Regions and Cities is held in Copenhagen, Denmark
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the different levels of government. 
“The main goal remains,” he said, 
“to increase capacity of local and 
regional authorities to drive growth, 
and create jobs contributing to the 
deepening of the economic union”.

08-11 October 2012

Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL, CoR 
President, and the Presidents of all 
major EU institutions join voices at 
the opening of OPEN DAYS 2012, 
stressing just how vital cohesion 
policy is in supporting EU recovery.

a proper market regulation policy, and a 
European rural development strategy.

22 June 2012

At the Rio+20 Summit, the Committee 
of the Regions and the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) sign an 
agreement confirming their partnership 
for sustainable development. The two 
institutions undertake to promote the 
role of local and regional authorities 
in the environmental protection 
decision-making process and call on 
the world’s cities and regions to make 
common cause, prioritising five areas, 
namely: multilevel environmental 
governance, the green economy and 
resource efficiency, climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, biodiversity 
and ecosystems management and 
decentralised development cooperation.

18 July 2012

Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL SISO (EPP/
ES), President of the Autonomous 
Community of Murcia, is elected 
President. In his speech to the 
plenary, he outlines as his priorities 
the on-going negotiations for the 
Multiannual Financial Framework 
2014-2020, the new phase of the 
structural funds and the European 
Territorial Cooperation policy. Another 
priority during his mandate will be to 
make the European plan for economic 
growth, Europe 2020, a real added-
value to reduce the gap between 

18 July 2012  |  Ramon Luis VALCÁRCEL SISO, 
President of Murcia, is elected CoR President

8 September 2011  |  CoR celebrates 
10th OPEN DAYS with many special events
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At the Forum, the CoR presents a study 
about the impact of EU citizenship at local 
and regional level and it launches a toolkit 
for its members and other stakeholders 
at the local level for communicating the 
European Year. This toolkit includes an 
“EU Citizens’ Passport”, a publication for 
the general public on Europe’s diversity 
and the EU citizens’ common rights.

28 November 2012

In anticipation of the European Year of 
Citizens 2013, the CoR holds a Forum 
in Brussels focusing on EU citizenship, 
free movement, voting rights and active 
citizenship. By holding the Forum one 
month before the official start of the 
European Year of Citizens, the CoR 
looks to highlight the crucial role that 
local and regional authorities play in 
raising awareness about citizens’ rights, 
engaging the public in debate about 
the development of EU citizenship 
and Europe more generally.

Looking back over a decade of debates 
and exchanges of best practice, the 
10th edition of the OPEN DAYS is a 
time for positive reflection on the 
future European cohesion policy.

On the first day of the OPEN DAYS, 
VALCÁRCEL and the Commissioner for 
Regional Policy, Johannes HAHN, also 
welcome participants in the Erasmus for 
local and regional elected representatives 
programme. The initiative aims to 
teach around one hundred local and 
regional elected representatives about 
the workings of the European Union 
and cohesion policy in particular.

28 November 2012  |  President VALCÁRCEL presents “EU Citizens’ Passport” to Commissioner Viviane REDING
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The first Europe 2020 conference focuses 
on “Youth on the Move” (Brussels). This 
is followed by six more conference over 
2013, “An Agenda for New Skills and Jobs” 
(28 February 2013), Industrial Policy for the 
Globalisation Era (10 April 2013), European 
Platform against Poverty (29 May 2013), 
Digital Agenda (2 July 2013), Resource 
Efficient Europe (6 September 2013), 
Innovation Union (25 November 2013).

13 December 2012

The Committee of the Regions organises 
the first of seven conferences on the 
seven flagship initiatives supporting the 
delivery of the Europe 2020 strategy, 
the European Union’s growth strategy 
for this decade. As a political priority for 
the CoR and a key component of the 
VALCÁRCEL Presidency, the conclusions of 
each conference will feed into the CoRs’ 
contribution to the mid-term assessment 
of the Strategy, review regional and 
local implementation and act as a forum 
for the exchange of best practice.

10 December 2012

The European Union is awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize and the CoR President 
is invited to the award ceremony in Oslo, 
Norway. His participation is significant 
because it is symptomatic of the fact 
that the CoR is firmly anchored in the 
European institutional landscape. 

13 December 2012 |  First of seven CoR conferences on Europe 2020 strategy is held 11-12 April 2013  |  The CoR reaches 100 plenaries
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2013

Prime Minister Jean-Claude JUNCKER, 
the European Commissioner for Internal 
Market and Services Michel BARNIER and 
the Irish Minister for public expenditure 
and reform, Brendan HOWLIN.

13 May 2013

The CoR and the European Investment 
Bank (EIB), with support by the Irish 
Presidency of the Council of the EU, hold 
a conference in Brussels reviewing the 
current economic situation and future 
perspectives for long term investments 
in Europe’s regions and cities. The CoR 
President, Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL, and 
EIB President, Werner HOYER, stress the 
importance of maintaining investment 
in Europe’s cities and regions as a way 
of dealing with the economic crisis. 
Among the speakers are the Luxembourg 

11-12 April 2013

The CoR reaches a milestone anniversary 
– 100 Plenaries. During the session, 
the Plenary endorses the formation 
of a fifth political group, the European 
Conservatives and Reformists Group 
(ECR), presided by Gordon KEYMER, 
leader of Tandridge District Council 
(UK). KEYMER joins the four presidents 
of the established political groups at 
the CoR – Michael SCHNEIDER (EPP), 
Karl-Heinz LAMBERTZ (PES), Bas VERKERK 
(ALDE), and Uno SILBERG (EA).

13 May 2013  |  CoR and EIB hold conference on European economic crisis
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and fisheries programmes, even before 
the new operational programmes 
are implemented in 2014.

9 October 2013

In the light of the challenges facing rural 
zones and the low levels of resources 
available for rural development under 
the next multi-annual framework 
programme for 2014-2020, the CoR calls 
for the implementation of a genuine 
sustainable development strategy based 
on an integrated territorial approach in 
its opinion on the sustainability of rural 
areas by Rapporteur Jerzy ZAJAKALA 

7-10 October 2013

11th OPEN DAYS with the theme of 
Europe’s regions and cities taking off for 
2020 is held. “Cohesion policy is not a 
policy of the past, but a policy to invest 
in the future and an essential tool for 
rolling out the Europe 2020 strategy,” 
says CoR President during the Opening 
Session of the 11th OPEN DAYS.

With some 6279 people taking part in 
101 workshops, the OPEN DAYS offers 
EU institutions, managing authorities 
and journalists a chance to interchange 
new approaches to the 2014-2020 
cohesion policy, rural development 

03 July 2013

With Croatia’s accession to the EU on 
1 July, the CoR plenary holds a special 
ceremony during the 102nd plenary 
session to welcome the new Croatian 
CoR members. With the addition of 
the 28th Member State, the number 
of CoR members increases to 353.

During this summer session, CoR 
President, Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL, 
welcomes the European Commissioner 
for agriculture, Dacian CIOLOŞ, to 
debate the impact of the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) agreement 
on local and regional authorities.

7-10 October 2013  |  Opening Session of the 11th OPEN DAYS
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2014

March 2014 and the EP vote in April 
2014, it was apparent that key points 
of the opinion were successfully taken 
on-board. Most notably the extension 
of the deadline for the use of the funds 
to 18 months, from the current 12;  
financing the improvement or relocation 
of infrastructure; the use of the technical 
assistance related to the preparation 
and implementation of operations; 
and the extension to 12 weeks of the 
deadline for application extended.

4 February 2014 

The European Parliament takes on board 
a number of recommendations from 
the CoR regarding Better Lawmaking - 
opinion by Lord Graham TOPE (ALDE/
UK). Parliament accepts that better 
lawmaking should be pursued in the spirit 
of multilevel governance, i.e. through 
coordinated action by the EU and 
national institutions together with local 
and regional authorities. In addition, it 
emphasises the significance of simplifying 
the regulatory environment, especially 
for local and regional authorities, whose 
resources for the implementation of 
legislation are often limited and in 
many cases diminishing, especially 
regarding the extensive reporting 
requirements which are often passed on 
to the general public and businesses.

the lack of trust in the EU, Europe needs 
new narratives and communicating 
the EU requires more pull than push, 
public communications needs to be 
more accountable, and finally, local 
partners must become more involved in 
communicating the EP elections for 2014.

29 November 2013

The CoR adopts opinion by Pavel BRANDA 
(ECR/CZ) on the EU Solidarity Fund. 
The opinion identifies key reforms that 
would enable the Fund to better assist 
disaster struck cities and regions. After 
the inter-institutional negotiations of 

(EA/PL). Keeping rural areas sustainable is 
one of the main objectives for the CoR.

16 October 2013

Over 650 participants attend the 
4th edition of the EuroPCom to engage 
75 speakers on the theme of the 
upcoming European elections in 2014 and 
more in general on the role and position 
of public communicators in a period of 
elections. The main messages to emerge 
from this growing and increasingly 
influential event are how regions and 
cities matter in communicating the EU, 
communication cannot be a quick fix for 

16 October 2013  |  The upcoming European elections is the main theme at the 4th EuroPCom
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of Regions and Cities in Athens. To 
improve the performance of Europe 2020, 
the involvement of local governments is 
required to get it back on track. “… There 
are unacceptable disparities among 
regions. We now need to reconsider 
our direction making it easier for our 
cities and regions to shape the strategy 
and take ownership,” CoR President 
Ramón Luis VALCÁRCEL SISO affirmed 
during the Summit’s opening session.  

agreement recognises the importance 
of autonomy and independence of 
the Committee of the Regions.

7-8 March 2014

The general message 
of a stronger territorial 
dimension to the Europe 2020 Strategy, 
the EU’s growth strategy, is expressed by 
participants at the 6th European Summit 

7-8|3|2014
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REGIONS

AND CITIES

5 February 2014

CoR President, Ramón Luis VALCARCEL 
SISO, and  President of the European 
Parliament, Martin SCHULZ, sign a 
cooperation agreement which seeks 
to reinforce the political relationship 
between the two EU institutions.  
The terms of the agreement aim at 
further engaging the CoR members 
in parliamentary activities and at 
optimising administrative resources. The 

7-8 March 2014  |  6th European Summit of Regions and Cities , Ioannis SGOUROS (PES/EL) Governor of the Region of Attica; 
José Manuel BARROSO, President of the European Commission; and Ramon Luis VALCÁRCEL, President of the CoR
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25-26 June 2014

At its 107th Plenary Session the 
Committee of the Regions celebrates 
its 20th anniversary. The Committee’s 
birthday offers a unique occasion 
for CoR Members to look back, take 
stock and debate about the future of 
the institution. For the occasion CoR 
President Ramon Luis VALCARCEL SISO 
presents his Report on the strengthening 
of the political and institutional role 
of the Committee of the Regions. 
Moreover a Resolution on the CoR’s 
20th anniversary is voted which marks 
the Committee’s main achievements 
and puts forward key recommendations 
on the CoR’s future remit. 

At the end of the Summit, the Co R adopts 
the Athens Declaration, which sets out 
a seven-point plan for reform for Europe 
2020, in view of its upcoming mid-term 
review. The Declaration states that EU 
must rethink its approach and alter its 
direction if it is to keep its promise of 
creating a “smart, sustainable and inclusive 
economy” by 2020. The CoR argues 
for a renewed Europe 2020 strategy 
based on stronger partnership and 
ownership by all levels of government.
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