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DRAFT  

23 June 2021, from 15h00 to 18h00 | Towards a multimodal Adriatic-Ionian 
route connected to the Tyrrhenian sea 

| Program | Speakers | Info | 

Event organised by the Abruzzo Region with the support of the European Committee of the Regions 
(CoR) within the European Year of Rail 2021: 
https://europa.eu/year-of-rail/events/towards-intermodal-and-interconnected-corridor-along-
italian-east-coast-connecting-adriatic_en 
 
Interpretation:  IT/EN 
Format:  CoR local event via ZOOM Duration: from 15h00 to 18h00 
Video testimonials/ maps/statistics (10 minutes for each panel) 
Interaction citizen/school 
 
Moderator: 
 Antonella Tollis, Journalist, Head of Communication Office for national and European funding, Abruzzo 

Region 
 
Panel 1 - Connecting regions (10 minutes each, except Commissioner and Minister) 

 
Welcome and introductory remarks 

 Marco Marsilio, President of the Abruzzo Region 
 Enrico Giovannini Minister for Sustainable Infrastructure and Mobility, Italy (TBC) 

 
Key note speech 

 Adina Vălean, European Commissioner for Transport (TBC) 
 

Speakers 
 Future of EU rail transport - Alberto Mazzola, Executive Director, Network of European Railway 

Infrastructure Operators and Companies CER, Member of EESC/CCMI Committee 
 Pierluigi Coppola, European Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion (EUSAIR) - Coordinator by thematic steering 

group TSG.TSG 2 - Connecting the region: Transport (TBC) 
 Sergio F. Garribba, European Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion (EUSAIR) - Coordinator by thematic 

steering group TSG.TSG 2 - Connecting the region: Energy 
 Francesco Cocco, Secretary General Euroregion Adriatic Ionian (EAI) 
 President Authority of Harbour System of the Central Adriatic Sea (TBC) 
 Ugo Patroni Griffi, President Authority of Harbour System of the Southern Adriatic Sea  
 Pino Musolino, President Authority of Harbour System of the Central-North Tyrrhenian Sea  
 

Q&A  
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Panel 2 - Cooperating among regions (10 minutes each, except Commissioner) 
 
Introductory remarks 

 Nicola Zingaretti, President of the Lazio Region 
 Francesco Acquaroli, President of the Marche Region 
 Donato Toma, President of the Molise Region  
 Michele Emiliano, President of the Puglia Region  
 
 Key note speech 
 Elisa Ferreira, European Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms (TBC) 

 
Panel topics and speakers 

 Interregional cooperation: Activities carried out between the italian Regions to the aim of the review of 
the TEN-T network - Barbara Morgante, Director General Abruzzo Region and Emidio Primavera, 
Director of Infrastructures and Transports Abruzzo Region 

 Interconnection with public transport at local level and sustainable mobility (pedestrian cycle routes): 
Project relating to the Pescara trolleybus and related intermodal system - Maxmilian Di Pasquale, 
Director General TUA, Trasporto Unico Abruzzese 

 Focus on freight/intermodality: illustration of the activities and numbers of the logistics centre - Mosè 
Renzi, Director General Interport of Abruzzo  

 Programming and integration of cohesion policy themes and interventions (ERDF) - Emanuela Grimaldi, 
Director Department of Presidency, Abruzzo Region and Carmine Cipollone, Managing Authority 
ERDF/ESF Abruzzo Region 

 Hydrogen from renewable sources: Hydrogen train pilot project and SNAM Region agreement. 
Interconnection with public transport at local level, including sustainable mobility (mobile pathways)- 
Iris Flacco, Territory and Environment Department, Abruzzo Region 

 Research in the field of local public transport - Gino D’Ovidio, University of L’Aquila, Faculty of 
Engineering - Director CITRAMS  
 
Q&A 
 
Conclusions 

 Marco Marsilio, President of the Abruzzo Region 
 
 

*** 
 
Introduction 
Transport connectivity in European regions contributes to 5 % of EU GDP and employs more than 10 million 
people. It is not just a question of developing transport links and infrastructure, but of connecting people and 
businesses, contributing to sustainable tourism and playing a role in European culture.  
 
Objective 
This event is part of the DG MOVE official programme of the EU European Year of Rail 2021 and is officially 
supported as ’local event’ of the European Committee of the Regions.  
It relates to the objectives of the Green Deal (decarbonisation of transport and promoting modal shift to rail) 
and the promotion of social, economic and territorial cohesion.  
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The aim of the initiative is to disseminate and inform citizens and businesses about planned and ongoing 
projects and inter-regional cooperation on the Adriatic-Ionian railway line as the backbone of an intermodal 
and interconnected transport system.  
Speakers will highlight the inter-regional cooperation approach adopted in the planning of infrastructure 
projects involving rail infrastructure, regional airports and new road links, including last-mile connections with 
ports and hinterland linking the inland areas between Italy's east and west coasts. Integration of green and 
smart transport modes and the use of state-of-the-art and sustainable technologies such as hydrogen will be 
highlighted in this context.  
The event will also aim to identify missing links in the current European transport corridors and opportunities 
to address them so as to promote employment, improve territorial cohesion, reduce emissions, and increase 
public awareness of sustainability. 
 
Why now?  
This event is extraordinary not only because of the subject and the context (European Year of Railways) but, 
above all, because of the timing and the distinguished speakers we convey. 
In September, the Commission will present the proposal for the revision of TEN-T transport networks. One 
more reason, as Europe emerges from the pandemic, to promote new ideas in order to increase economic 
growth. 
In addition, the new EU budget and the Recovery and Resilience Facility will provide large-scale financial 
support for reforms and infrastructure projects undertaken by Member States.  
This will give European regions the opportunity to be provided with the suitable investment in projects that 
could contribute to a more equitable and sustainable development of transport corridors across Europe. 


