
 

   

 

AGENDA and DETAILED PROGRAMME 

2023 Forum Cities and Regions for International Partnerships  

 "Localising Global Gateway"  
Connecting Intermediary cities and Investing together   

for more Inclusive and Innovative sustainable cities and regions  

Interpretation will be provided in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese during all Plenary sessions.  

Wednesday 29 November 
 

12:00-15:00 Registration: Committee of the Regions (CoR) Jacques Delors  Building (JDE) – Ground Floor 

Reception Area, Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 101, 1040 Bruxelles/Brussel)  
 

15:30-16:00 

 WELCOME SESSION - For invited participants. 

 Venue: CoR-  JDE 62 & listening rooms: JDE 51 (FR), JDE 52 (EN), JDE 63 (ES) 

• Presentation of the concept, formula, and expectations of the Forum  
 

Director of CoR Legislative Works 1: Ms. Béatrice TAULEGNE  

Director INTPA G: Ms. Erica GERRETSEN  

 

  16:00-18:00 

PRELIMINARY PLENARY SESSION - For invited participants 

Venue: CoR- JDE 62 & listening rooms: JDE 51 (FR), JDE 52 (EN), JDE 63 (ES) 

• What is the EU Global Gateway Strategy? - (DG INTPA) 

Fiona RAMSEY – Head of Unit INTPA D1  

• Global Gateway from a local perspective: Lessons from the City-to-City Partnerships 

programme - Jean BOSSUYT, Team Leader, EU City to City facility  

• Decentralisation trends (and why it matters to local investments) 

Agusti FERNANDEZ DE LOSADA, Territorial Approach to Local Development Facility  

• The “geographized” approach to investment at urban and regional level 

Sergio OLIETE JOSA, Head of Unit INTPA F4  

• Experience and mechanisms to institutionalise international cooperation between Local 

and Regional Authorities - (Committee of the Regions) 

             Emmanouil DARDOUFAS, Head of Unit, CIVEX Commission, CoR  

 

Creation of the labs/working groups on sub-topics proposed/chosen by the participants within the 

framework of the four key main Forum “I” topics, relevant for Localising Global Gateway: 

"Inclusion”, “Innovation”, “Investment”, “Intermediary Cities”.  
 

18:00-20:00 Informal Match-Making Open Space: opportunity for informal bilateral contacts     

20:00-21:00 

Welcome Reception (Forum participants and CoR members) Venue: CoR - JDE Atrium 5 

• Patrick MOLINOZ, Committee of the Regions, Chair of CIVEX Commission                           

• Marlene HOLZNER, DG INTPA, Head of Unit G2(Local Authorities) 
 



 

   

 

Thursday 30 November  
 

08:30-09:00 Arrival of participants (CoR Premises, Rue Belliard 101, 1040 Bruxelles – Reception) 

09:00-10:30 PRELIMINARY BREAKOUT SESSION Venue: CoR JDE Building - See annex for instructions 

 
10:30-11:20 Transfer to European Parliament for Opening Sessions  

11:30-12:30 

 

JOINT EVENT 

OPENING SESSION OF 2023 FORUM and CLOSING CoR’s 158th PLENARY 

(EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT - Main Hall) 
 

“Localising Global Gateway”: 

connecting Intermediary cities and Investing together   

for more Inclusive and Innovative sustainable cities and regions 
 

• Vasco ALVES CORDEIRO, President of the European Committee of the Regions  Ms.  

• Jutta URPILAINEN, Commissioner for International Partnerships    

 

Debate with CoR members and Forum Participants  

12:30-14:30 Transfer to the CoR premises. LUNCH  Venue: JDE Atrium 5  

14:30-15:30 

PLENARY SESSION:  Key Priorities to Build Global Gateway at Local Level  

Venue: CoR - JDE 62 & listening rooms: JDE 51 (FR), JDE 52 (EN), JDE 63 (ES) 
 

Panel Moderator: Markku Markkula, Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions  
Keynote speakers on:  

• Innovative solutions and proposals for sustainable transition of cities and regions  

Hellen WANJOHI-OPIL, Resilience African Cities Lead Senior researcher, World Resources 

Institute 

• Intermediary cities attracting youth to develop and prosper there. 

Juliana AUGUSTO CARDOSO, Deputy Secretary of Economic Development, Sao Paulo State  

• Inclusive answers for citizens’ participation  

Achille MBEMBE, Wits University Professor, Director Foundation for Democracy Innovation  

• Investment tools to access finance and connectivity at Local/Regional level. 

Emmanuelle NASSE BRIDIER, Senior Special Advisor for FMDV  

  

15:30-18:30 

(Including 

coffee break)   

 

BREAK OUT SESSIONS – Information in the Detailed Programme of breakout rooms (annex) 

Venue: CoR JDE Building - See below for detailed instructions 

 

Participants will join the “labs” on sub-topics they have proposed/chosen within the framework of 

the four key Forum’s “I” topics, relevant for Localising Global Gateways: "Inclusion”,“Innovation”, 

“Investment”, “Intermediary Cities”   

19:00-20:30 
Cultural Event (for invited participants on separate registration)  

Informal Match-Making Open Space: opportunity for informal bilateral contacts 



 

   

 

Friday 1 December  

08:30-09:00 

 

Arrival of participants (CoR Premises, Rue Belliard 101, 1040 Bruxelles – Reception) 

  

09:00-09:45 

PLENARY SESSION:  Presentation of first EU available tools to localise Global Gateway 

Venue: JDE 62 & listening rooms: JDE 51 (FR), JDE 52 (EN), JDE 63 (ES) 

 

• TAIEX, a tool of cooperation and peer to peer exchanges – DG NEAR  

Michelle DELGADO VAN DEMEN, DG NEAR C3  

• TALD Facility: 

- Eugene ZAPATA GARESCHE – TALD team leader  

- Local Authority from Mexico TBC) 

Questions and Answers 

09:45-11:00 

CROSS-FERTILISATION SESSION  
Venue: JDE 62 (Inclusion), JDE 51 (Intermediary), JDE (Innovation), JDE 70 (Investment) 

 

Consolidation of the breakout discussions into key recommendations of the four key main Forum’s 

“I”, including relevant EU support tools   
 

11:00-11:15 
 

Coffee Break  
 

11:15-12:45 

 

PLENARY SESSION: High Level Debate between Local and Regional Authorities and 

EU Institutions, building on the participants recommendations. 

Venue: JDE 62 & listening rooms: JDE 51 (FR), JDE 52 (EN), JDE 63 (ES) 

 

• Presentation of the Labs discussion by rapporteurs of the four “I”s 

• Panel reacting to the Forum discussions’ outcomes presented by rapporteurs.  

- DG INTPA: Martin SEYCHELL, Deputy Director General 

- DG REGIO: Peter BERKOVITZ, Director for Policy 

- DG NEAR: Mathieu BOUSQUET, Director a.i. policy and financial instruments.    

- DG RTD: Joahanna DRAKE, Deputy Director General (on-line? tbc) 

- EIB: Dietrick ZAMBON, Head of Division Sub Saharian countries 

- UN-Habitat, Michal MLYNÁR, Deputy Executive Director  

- European Committee of the Regions – Member tbc 

• Debate between representatives from LRAs and EU institutions  

  

D of Di  

CLOSING REMARKS:   

• Jesus GAMALLO ALLER, Political Group Coordinator, CoR CIVEX Commission 

• Martin SEYCHELL, Deputy Director General INTPA,  European Commission   
 

13:00-14:30 Lunch Venue: JDE Atrium 5 

14:30-17:30 Informal Match-Making Open Space: opportunity for informal bilateral contacts  



 

   

 

 Indicative Detailed Programme of Breakout Rooms  

 
  

  

  

29th November:  17.30-18.00:  Creation of the different groups   

30th November:  9.00-10.30:  Preliminary breakout room discussions  

 15.30-18.30:  Breakout room discussions – continued  

1st December:  09.50-10.50:  Cross-fertilization session between the different groups  

  

  

 

 

Key questions for each breakout room  

• What are the key challenges on this issue/topic of the breakout session? How can the Global Gateway 

strategy help contribute to solution on this issue?   

• What specific role should local and regional authorities play to address the issue/topic? What are the 

best practices and key factors of success?   

• What support do local and regional authorities need? How can they best create synergies with Global 

Gateway?   

 

 
  

 

Innovative solutions for the future of cities and regions  

 
1. EN Resilience cities through disaster preparedness management and civil protection   

• Facilitator: Benedetta ODDO, Nicosia Initiative, Libya (Civil protection and the importance 

of inclusiveness to efficiently respond to crisis)  

• Interventions from:   

o  Andrii OCHERETNYI, Vinnytsia City Council, Ukraine  

o  Lautaro Manuel LORENZO, MUNICIPALIDAD DE ESTEBAN ECHEVERRIA, 

 Argentina.  

o  Mahamadou CEESAY, Gambia Association of Local Government Authorities 

(GALGA)  

o  Helen WANJOHI, World Resource Institute  

  

2. FR Des villes plus résilientes grâce à la préparation aux désastres et à la protection civile   

• Facilitator: Nicolas GERARD, DG INTPA G2 (LA) 

• Interventions from:   

o  André VIOLA, Member of the Committee of the Regions, ARLEM member, 

 Département de l'Aude   

o Arianna ARDESI, AIMF  

o Oleksiy KIRYUKHIN, University of Luxembourg  

o Rahmatouca SOW, UCLG – Africa   

  

 



 

   

 

3. EN Sustainable energy, mobility and water solutions –   

• Facilitator: Mamadou Bhoye DIALLO, CCSM, Morocco  

• Interventions from:  

o  Svitlana YAROVA, Vinnytsia City Council (Innovative technology parks. Is it still a 

 solution for growing innovations in community?)  

o Mustafa ARAÇ, İstanbul Bağcılar Belediyesi, Türkiye  

o Eva BANOS DE GUISASOLA, CCRE-CEMR (Digitalisation)  

  

4. EN Smart cities and sustainable urban planning, land use and housing  

• Facilitator: Agusti FERNANDEZ DE LOSADA, TALD Team  

• Interventions from:   

o Andres JAADLA, member of the European Committee of the Regions, CORLEAP 

Member, Rakvere City Council  

o Tcharbuahbokekgo NFINN, Federation of Environmental and Ecological Diversity 

for Agricultural Revampment and Human Rights – Cameroon  

  

5. FR Solutions Innovantes pour la transition des Villes   

• Facilitator: Jean BUSSUYT, City-to-City Partnerships Programme  

• Interventions from:   

  

6. ES Cross-border cooperation   

• Facilitator: Jose CRUZ, Association of European Border Regions  

• Interventions from:  

o Karla REATEGUI, GAD Provincial de Zamora Chinchipe, Ecuador  

o Miguel Ángel MARTIN RAMOS, European and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste 

 Foundation.   

  

 
  

 

Inclusive governance and citizenship  
  

7. EN – FR – ES - PT Citizen participation, freedom of expression and public spaces, local democracy 

 (JDE 62 with translation) 

• Facilitator: José Nahun CÁLIX ÁLVAREZ, Municipalidad de Marcovia, Honduras  

• Interventions from:   

o Latvian Association of Local and Regional Governments  

o Mario FAVA, CoR Member, ARLEM member, Local Council Association of Malta   

o Amparo SAYAGO, Municipio de Quilmes, Argentina   

o Andrea VIGNOLI, ANCI Lazio, Italy  

o Abubakar BUBA, YELO, Nigeria  

o Yohane Amarh ASHITEY, Tema Metropolitan Assembly, Ghana  

o Mahouton Marius Elvis DJOSSOU, Mairie de Porto Novo, Bénin   

o Antonella VALMORBIDA, ALDA (Presentation of the Local Democracy Agencies: 

an efficient tool for inclusive decentralised cooperation)  

  

 

 



 

   

 

8. EN Equal access to inclusive services   

• Facilitator: tbc  

• Interventions from:   

o Hilda Maate BUSINGE, Kasese Local Government, Uganda.   

o Yvonne EBODIAM, Commune de Nkongsamba 3, Cameroon  

o Christos MOUTSIOS, Region of Central Greece  

o Paola RICCI, Region Puglia, Italy (Migrations)  

o Mouhamadou Bamba KA, City of Keur Maba, Senegal  

  

 
  

Investing locally  

  

9. EN Financing tools locally available for sustainable urban investments  

• Facilitator: Neila AKRIMI, Platforma 

• Interventions from:  

o Tetiana YEHOROVA-LUTSENKO, , CORLEAP Member, Kharkiv, Ukraine 

 (Regions and Subregions as a Key to Recovery of Ukraine)  

o Claire FROST, CLGF (Mobilising green finance for local government)  

o Francine MELCHIORETTO, UN-Habitat 
  

10. FR Les outils financiers locaux au service des investissements urbains durables.   

• Facilitator: Fatimetou ABDEL MALICK, Région de Nouakchott, Mauritanie   

• Interventions from:   

o Ndeye Rokhaya SARR, Ville de Dakar, Sénégal  

o Kouaoh Vincent N'CHO, District Autonome d'Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire  

o Sans RAMATOU OUSMANOU EP BOUSSOUGOU, Mairie de BOUEE, Gabon  

o Paul DONGUE, Commune de Fongo-Tongo, Cameroun  

o Frédéric AUDRAS, AFD (Guarantee Mechanisms)  

  

11. ES Financing tools locally available for sustainable urban investments  

• Facilitator: Eugene ZAPATA- GARESCHE, TALD Facility   

• Interventions from:   

o Fabiana GOYENECHE, Intendencia de Montevideo, Uruguay  

o Carlos Fabian MUNOZ TEJEDA, State of Guanajuato Mexico  

  

12. EN The role of private investments in sustainable urban development  

•  Facilitator: James MIDDLING, Mott McDonalds, Built Environment Sector  Leader 

• Interventions from:  

o TBC  

  

13. FR Le role des investissements privés dans le développement urbain durable.   

• Facilitator: Emmanuelle NASSE BRIDIER, FMDV  

• Interventions from:  

o Birame DIOUF, Agence Régionale de Développement de Saint-Louis  

o  

 
  



 

   

 

 

 

 Vibrant Intermediary Cities  

 

14. EN/FR The role of education, culture, and creative industries in building inclusive and sustainable cities 

 able to attract youth  

• Chair: Michael DELAFOSSE, City of Montpellier   

• Facilitator: Francisco D’ALMEIDA, Co-director Association Culture and Development 

• Interventions from:  

o Antoinette de LONDON ATAYI MEPAS, Mairie Owendo, Gabon  

o Araar FOUZI, Assemblée populaire communale Khenchela  

o Alexandros PASCHALIS, Municipality of Edessa, Greece  

o Evangelia KOUMANDRAKI, Kalives Local Council, Greece  

o Barbara HEGEDUS, Municipality of Veszprem, COR Member, Hungary  

  

15. EN City cohesion/coalition for service delivery  

• Facilitator: Laura HETEL, DG RESEARCH, European Commission 

• Interventions from:   

o Magdaline PONDY, Isangele Municipal Council, Cameroun (Opportunities in the 

 Bakassi Penninsula)  

o Mouhamadou Bamba KA, City of Keur Maba, Senegal  

o Florence NAMAYANJA, Masaka City Council, Uganda   

o Rama Mohammed EL EZZI, Greater Amman Municipality, ARLEM member, Jordan   

o Amandine SABOURIN, ECDPM (Global gateway as an opportunity to trickle down 

 the EU’s support, narrative and engagement towards local ecosystems)  

  

  

16. FR Les défis pour les autorités locales dans les processus de décentralisation  

• Facilitator: Hermine Patricia TOMAINO NDAM NJOYA, Commune de Foumban, 

 Cameroon  

• Interventions from:   

o Felipe LLAMAS, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid (Descentralización, enfoque 

 territorial y autonomía local - especial atención en América Latina)  

o  

 
  

 

17. PT Localising Global Gateway  

• Facilitator: : Goret PEREIRA PAULO, Head of Research and Innovation at Fundação 

Getulio Vargas (Brazil) TBC  
• Interventions from:  

o Stefano CIGARINI, E35 Foundation - Reggio Emilia (The integrated and intersectorial 

 approach for the governance and sustainable development of the cities)  

o Maria Helena José CORREIA LANGA, Mandlakazi Municipality, Mozambique  
 


