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                                                                                                        Brussels, 16 October 2017
CONCEPT PAPER

"Science meets Regions"

Science meets Regions will take place on the 29 November 2017 in the European Committee of the Regions (CoR). It will bring together representatives of EU regional authorities and scientists to exchange views on evidence-informed decision-making process at local and regional level. Decision-makers and politicians from respective regional authorities and experts from EU umbrella scientific organisations, as well as other relevant stakeholders, will participate in this conference. 

Prior to the event in the European Committee of the Regions, several national and regional events will take place in Saxony (DE), Gabrovo (BG), Slovenia, Bratislava (SK) and Murcia (ES).
 The outcomes of these locally-based discussions will feed into a high-level panel debate during the Science meets Parliaments 2017,
 which will be held on the previous day – on 28 November 2017 – at the European Parliament in Brussels. On the morning of 29 November, a Science meets Regions conference about Maximising the Impact of Science for Regions and Cities in Current and Future EU Policies will take place at the CoR premises. Its main focus will be topics such as the mid-term review of Horizon 2020 and the next R&I framework programme, funding synergies and the future MFF, smart specialisation of European regions and cities and the role of scientific experts and universities in this.
For more information and registration, please visit the dedicated website: http://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/science-meets-regions-2017.aspx  
Draft PROGRAMME

SCIENCE MEETS REGIONS 

Maximising the Impact of Science for Regions and Cities in Current and Future EU Policies

29 November 2017, 

9h30-12h30

Committee of the Regions, room JDE 52,

Brussels 1040, Rue Belliard 99-101

9h00-9h30 Registration 

9h30-10h10 Introductory remarks by Markku Markkula, First Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions and Vladimír Šucha, Director-General of DG JRC
10h10-10h30 Keynote: Christophe Clergeau, CoR rapporteur for the opinion on the "Local and Regional Dimension of Horizon 2020 and the New Framework Programme for Research and Innovation"
10h40 – 11h30 Opportunities for evidence-based policy-making in regions and cities – reports from regional events
Panellists:

· Manuel Pleguezuelo, CoR alternate member, and Juan Monzó Cabrera, Director General of Universities and Research, Region of Murcia (ES)
· Heinz Lehmann, CoR member and member of the Saxony Regional Parliament (DE)
· Tanya Hristova, CoR member and mayor, and Desislava Koleva, Director of Economic Development and EU Projects, Gabrovo (BG) 
· Tomáš Michalek, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava (SK)
· Franco Iacop, President of the regional council of Friuli Venezia Giulia (IT)
11h30-12h20 Interactive debate on the future of Smart Specialisation Strategies with Mikel Irujo Amézaga, CoR rapporteur, Eva Maydell, MEP, Pirita Lindholm, ERRIN, and Manuel Palazuelos Martínez, JRC (EC) 
12h20-12h30 Conclusions by Markku Markkula, First Vice-President of the European Committee of the Regions and Vladimír Šucha, Director-General of DG JRC 

* Interpretation in EN, ES, DE, FR and BG will be provided during the event.
� Examples of last year's local and Brussels events could be found at � HYPERLINK "http://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/Science-meets-Regions.aspx" �http://cor.europa.eu/en/events/Pages/Science-meets-Regions.aspx� . 


� For more information, please see � HYPERLINK "https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/event/conference/science-meets-parliaments-2017" �https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/event/conference/science-meets-parliaments-2017� 
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