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BROADENING YOUR HORIZONS
AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE CHALLENGES OF 

SERVING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES

An International gathering of Clerks and those working in 

Democratic Services at a two-day Symposium in Brussels 

Thursday 7th and Friday 8th September 2017

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL CLERKS and UDiTE 

Hosted by

 In conjunction with: ADSO, ECG, CoR, IAM, SLCC, SOLAR, VvG
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ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF ATTENDING? 

• An opportunity to meet with Clerks, Municipal Managers, Democratic Services
Officers and Election Officials from all over the world.

• Opportunity to compare local government democratic systems with a specific focus
on Europe.

• Opportunity to hear from key speakers about the development of Local Government
in Europe.

• Learn about international developments in Democratic Services and the Clerks
profession.

• IIMC members will earn CMC/MMC points.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
The symposium will be of particular relevance to Clerks and those working in 
democratic services in local government. Those with an interest in this area are welcome 
to attend.    No registrations will be accepted after Thursday 17th August 2017.

We are delighted to welcome you to this symposium on 
“Broadening your Horizons— An international perspective 
on the challenges of serving our local communities.”

Our goal is simple — to provide you with an opportunity 
to meet with, and learn from, inspiring international 
speakers and your colleagues around the world about 
democracy in action with a specific focus on Europe.

Date:     Thursday 7th and Friday 8th September 2017

Venue: 
Committee of the Regions, Jacques Delors 
Building, Rue Belliard, Brussels

Symposium attendance of the individual 
sessions is free of charge for all delegates.

Registration:   For those representatives of CoR and 
interested local and regional stakeholders that only 
wish to attend individual sessions please complete 
the Session Registration Form (page 6) or online.

The sessions will serve to engage 
with local authority chief executives 
and clerks on the key EU policy issues 
that have a significant impact on the 
work of local authorities and 
municipalities throughout Europe. 
The Symposium will be a key 
opportunity to debate these issues 
with policy makers and senior 
managers from local and regional 
government over the two days. 

http://www.iimc.com/index.aspx?nid=354
http://www.iimc.com/FormCenter/IIMC-Region-XI-Symposium-Registration-9/CoR-Committee-of-the-Regions-Member-Regi-87
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SYMPOSIUM PROGRAMME

DAY 1 (THURSDAY 7th September 2017)

09.30 - 10.30 

10.30 - 10.45 

10.45 - 11.00 

11.00 - 12.00 

12.00 - 13.00 

13.00 -13.30

15.00 - 15.30

Registration and refreshments on arrival

OPENING SESSION

Welcome and introductions from the Chair

Opening address by your international hosts - IIMC and UDITE Presidents

Plenary Session:  Community empowerment and engagement. Dr. Laurens de Graaf - Tilburg School 

of Politics and Public Administration, University of Tilburg

Lunch break

EUROPEAN AFTERNOON  

Key note speech:  Globalisation and Regional Governance - Andre Sapir, Senior Fellow | Bruegel, 

University Professor | Universite libre de Bruxelles

Three parallel sessions about the programs of the Committee of the Regions:

Session 1:  Towards Cohesion Policy post 2020 (including analysis and preparations for the 7th Report 

on Economic and Social Cohesion) – Charles White of the European Commission and representing 

Directorate General Regional Policy team  

Session 2:  Sharing economy – Benedetta Brighenti, Vice Mayor of Castelnuovo Rangone, Province 

Modena, Italy     

Session 3:  Climate resilience: local solutions to global climate and environmental challenges: Giorgia 

Rambelli, Coordinator - Sustainable Resources, Climate and Resilience, ICLEI - Local Governments for 

Sustainability is the leading global network of over 1,500 cities, towns and regions committed to 

building a sustainable future.  Followed by- Resilience and Circular Economy -  Gary Crawford of 

Veolia - a leader in environmental solutions.

Feedback from parallel session by nominated rapporteurs

Guided visit to one of the following:

• European Commission Visitors Centre - The programme will consist of a general talk on the role of 
the European Commission in the EU followed by a discussion.

•
The House of European History - From myths and discoveries to the chaos and cohesion of the 20th 
century, the House of European History will take visitors on a journey along the path of Europe’s 
history and challenge them to contemplate its future.

Shared Overall Symposium Sponsor

Programme is subject to change

13.30 - 15.00

15.30 - 17.30 

19.00 

Continued on next page

Flemish Community Commission - Educational talk and quiz which will assist participants to 
understand the structures and powers of the Brussels’ institutions. It also includes a tour of the 
Brussels-Capital Parliament, focusing on integrated contemporary artworks.

•

Gala Dinner at the Marriott Hotel Grand Place with IIMC and UDITE Presidents, IIMC Regional 
Directors and representatives of the National Associations after which you can explore the Grand 
Place at night. Dinner is included in the conference registration fee.



SYMPOSIUM PROGRAMME
Programme is subject to change

Prevention of radicalisation and the role of local authorities - Bart Somers, Leader of the ALDE Group 

at CoR and World Mayor 2016 

Plenary session: How standards of conduct for elected councillors are regulated in different countries 

- Cllr. Roy Perry, Leader of Hampshire County Council in England. He was a member of the European 

Parliament for many years and currently a Member of the Assembly of European Regions

Coffee break

Plenary session: Polarisation – Bart Brandsma

Us versus them-thinking has a high impact on the social stability of our continent, our countries, 

societies, our cities and neighbourhoods, our schools, ourselves...  Polarisation. We need strong game 

changers to address the phenomenon

Lunch break

Plenary session: Citizen participation and democratic legitimacy.  Bram Verschuere - Faculty of 

Economics and Business Administration, Ghent University

Closing session with the President of IIMC, Mary Kayser, and UDITE President, Francisco Alveirinho 

Correia, together with the President of CoR.(tbc) 

Closing ceremony with refreshments

DAY 2 (FRIDAY 8th September 2017)

9.00 - 9.30

16.00 -16.30 

15.30 -16.00 

14.00 -15.30 

13.00 -14.00 

11.00 -13.00

9.30 -10.45

Translation Services in three languages  made possible by Udite in conjunction

with EANDIS 

*Europe is confronting major challenges at the moment and topics such as ‘sharing economy’
and ‘migration’ will certainly lead to interesting discussions.
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10.45 -11.00

IIMC members can earn points for CMC or MMC Designations
Total hours possible = 10.25; Total points possible = 5.13 CMC Education or 5.13 MMC Advanced 
Education Points
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MORE ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM ORGANISERS

The International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) 
is a professional, non-profit association that promotes 
continuing education and certification through 
university and college-based institutes and provides 
networking solutions, services and benefits to its 
members worldwide. The IIMC Foundation raises 
funds for Clerk education.

ASSOCIATION OF 
DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 
OFFICERS (ADSO)

ADSO was launched in October 2009. Members are 
those whose work involves any of the democratic 
services functions including meetings support, member 
support, overview and scrutiny support, community 
governance, civic support and local democracy as 
practiced in joint authorities in the UK.

ECG- EXPERTISECENTRUM 
VOOR 

GEMEENTESECRETARISSEN

The ECG is an independent organisation representing 
City (Deputy) Secretary and similar roles in Flanders 
(Belgium).

THE ISRAELI ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL 
CLERKS & MANAGERS (IAM)

Established about 60 years ago to unite its members 
in local authorities and their representation. IAM is 
working to advance the status and the rights of its 
members, and provide tools to improve practices and 
processes for municipal administration.

THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL 
COUNCIL 
CLERKS (SLCC)

Formed in 1972, the Society of Local Council Clerk’s 
aims to promote the professional standing and 
knowledge of its members. Membership is open to all 
clerks and deputy clerks of towns, parish or community 
councils in England and Wales.

VERENIGING VAN GRIFFIERS (VVG)
The Association represents - in the most broad sense 
- the interests of griffiers of the first and second 
Chamber, the provincial States and local councils in 
the Netherlands. The primary objective is to make a 
qualitative improvement of public administration, with 
the primary area of local administration.

In partnership with :
 The Federation of European Union 
Local Authority Chief Executive Officers 
(UDiTE) – started in Nancy, France, in 
March 1990, at the instigation of 
Gérard Combe, who was then 
Secrétaire Général of that city.

The aim of the Union is to promote relations between 
the professional associations of Chief Executives 
representing European local authorities, to develop 
exchanges of information, to share professional 
experiences, to contribute to the enhancement of the 
role and functions of local authorities and to contribute 
to the European Union.

The Committee of the Regions is the 
voice of regions and cities in the 
European Union. 353 members - 
regional and locally elected 
representatives from the 28 EU 
countries.

Other Affiliates of IIMC: AMCA – Canada, AMCTO – Canada, ATAM – Portugal, IMASA – South Africa, JOSZ – Hungary, 
LGMA – Canada, NAMCB – Bulgaria

Membership of the Society are 
those employed as solicitors or 
administrators in departments 
providing central administrative
and/or legal services within 
local authorities in Scotland.

THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL  AUTHORITY LAWYERS 
AND ADMINSTRATORS IN SCOTLAND



YOUR DETAILS (PLEASE FILL IN BLOCK CAPITALS BUT FIRST READ NOTES ON PAGE 9)

First Name Surname

Organisation

Email (required)

Name as it appears on Passport/ID document

Address

Postcode Telephone

Passport/ID document Number

This registration only allows access to the following individual sessions:

n Morning Session - Thursday 7th September 2017n 
Afternoon Session - Thursday 7th September 2017

n Morning Session - Friday 8th September 2017n 
Afternoon Session - Friday 8th September 2017

Hotel Accommodation - reservations must be made directly with the hotel by attendee

SESSION REGISTRATION FORM
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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Country/Place of issue of passport/ID document

Expiration Date

This form can be completed  and sent directly to IIMC Headquarters by e-mail to JanetP@iimc.com , 

or faxed (909/944-8545) or Register Online.

DISCLAIMER: IIMC policy is to destroy all personal information after its use.



IMPORTANT NOTES

PERSONAL DETAILS

When completing the registration form, please ensure that you use your name and 
surname exactly as it appears in your passport or other proof of identification that you 
will have to show at the Committee of the Regions registration desk. Please ensure that 
you take your passport or proof of identity document with you on the first day of 
registration.   DISCLAIMER: IIMC policy is to destroy all personal information after its use.

SYMPOSIUM DOCUMENTATION

 The organising team will be on hand for you to collect your Symposium 
documentation at the following times and locations:
6th September / 16.00 - 18.30/ Brussels Marriott Hotel Grand Place
7th September / 09.30 - 10.30 / Committee of the Regions, Jacques Delors Building

GETTING AROUND BRUSSELS

It is easy to travel around Brussels. The public transport system is made up of the 
metro (underground trains), buses and trams that criss-cross the city. All of these 
services are operated by the same company STIB and therefore share the same 
ticketing system. 

SYMPOSIUM VENUE

The Symposium will take place on the 5th Floor of the Jacques Delors Building, Rue 
Belliard 101-B-1040, Brussels. As the venue has strict security checks, you are required 
to bring ID, and allow additional time for your belongings to be checked. The venue 
recommends that you allow at least 30 minutes to proceed through security.

Nearest Metro Station: Maelbeek/Maalbeek using Metro 1 or 5
Take exit Chaussée d’Etterbeek/Etterbeeksesteenweg, turn right at the exit and walk 
for 5 minutes (South). Take the 3rd street on your right and arrive at Belliard Street. 
The Jacques Delors building will be in front of you.

Dress code: Business dress or Business casual.
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IIMC FUTURE CONFERENCES

      www.iimc.com
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